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Paris visit
PRESIDENT Hbsm M-
barak is expected in Paris
on Monday o hold rtalks
with  French  Presidem
-l‘ﬂﬂlues Chirac on the fal-
STing peace proeess qin the
Maddlc East and the mole
European countries conld
play 1o support US efforis
to salvage the

The talks will also deal
with the results of the G15
meeting beld in Cairo,
cially on the need for an ef-
fective dialopue between
the North and South on an
orderly, repulated  inrer-
national economic system,

During the state visit,
Presideni Mubarak  witl
also meet with members of
the Najonal Council of
Business Leaders. a group
that includes the chaitmen
of 150 leading French com-
panies. More than 100
Egyvpiian businessmen wilt
accompany President Mu-
barak

Giving a hand
ON THE lasi day of the
36th Congress of the Inter-
nalional Advertising As-
sociation (IAA). a cam-
plign — “Give a kid a
hand® — 1o help the chil-
dren of the world was
launched by Mrs Suzanne
Mubarak along with Nor-
man Vale. [AA director-
general and Barry Day, the
LAA's creative direcior, re-
ports Rehab Saad.

Mrs Mubarak was chosen
by the IAA to serve as the
honourary chairperson of
the World Advisory Body
of the programme. “As yoa
come to the close of the
36th LAA World

60th anniversary, | am
proud and honoured to ac-
cept the honourary chair of
your worldwide campaign
to belp the children of the
waorld and © work towards
a better furare for all.” Mrs
Mubarak told the gathering.

Mrs Mubarak said sl%e
was confident the new IAA
inmitiative “will touch the

the world and getl them 1o
contribute 10 our children
and wwards a better [i-
ure.” {see’p. 3}
Marking 48
POLITICAL parties, syn-
dicates, actors and writers
will launch a series of pub-
lic milies and activities
marking 50 years since the
usurpation of Palestine in
1948 (known as Al-Nakba.
or the catastrophe). The
events will begin today. the
eve of the anniversary of
the establishment of Israel
litical rally will’ be
held at the headquarters of
the Togammu Party at
6.30pm today. At 7.00pm,
the National Theatre will
open Palestine Sclidarity
Week, with & speech by ac-
tor Gamil Rateb and a song
by actress and political ac-
tvist Mohsena Tawfig. .
On Friday. po-
litica! party leaders will
place flowers at the monw-
ment of the unknown sol-
dier. Then they will head to
Al-Azhar Mosque for the
Friday prayers. where they
will hold a memorial ser-
vice for Palestinian and

Arab Tartyrs.
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4 page
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KEYS 7O THE PAST: Umm
Saleh is in her late eighties.
She hails from Jaffa, a town
from which she was
expelled in 1948, and now
lives in a refugee camp in
Gaza. And yet throughout
the 50 years of her exiie she
has kept the key to her
house in Jaffa in the vain
hope of some day being
allowed to retuem.

in the four page suppiement
included in this issue
Mohamed Hassanein

Heikal, right, who covered
the 1948 war from the
battiefront, analyses, in an
exclusive interview, the
situation on the ground
faced by the Arab forces as
well as present
prospects, andin T,
words and T
hictures the A
consequences of .
half a century of %
dispossession and
israell expansion
and conquest are
exposed

losing Southern ranks

The G-15 conveyed a clear message to the industrialised nations: developing countries must have a say in the world economic order, writes Nevine Khalil

. lzadasoﬂhnwoﬂdsmmpmmsmgdwehpmg

economies concloded their eighth summit i Catro yes-

" terday after three days of deliberations over ways of

pr;;n:tmgtheuemﬂ;nmcnﬂemsﬁmaglobal .
w is inheren pre_;udmed in favoor of in-
dugtriaticed nations.

Fhla!mlmmsﬂnnuuhmcdmonsofthe
Asianﬁnmmal:um.mmngm-gmupu'adeand
combating intermational tetrozism as well as the social
dimensions of economic reform. Participants aimed to
sevid A Clear from their part of the world 10 the
North, ahead of the World Trade Organisation’s (WTO)
minisierial meetings and G-7 summit schedaoled for
next week,

G»]Smcommendauommwd:ha:onewaymdml
with the Asian financial meltdown is throogh main-
taiping “liberal and open world markets.” While coun-
wies like Indonesia and Malaysia blame currency spec-
plaiors from the West for the. region’s crists. the
satement sajd that the blame shonld be “appropriately
and eguitably shared between private lenders, borrow-
ers and govermnments.” G—lSmembﬂsa!somlledupon
imematicnal financial instimtions 10 mﬂr.n‘mle
i providing specialised assistance and streagthening

lhmrmﬂmberswnhamwmpm-

According io the statemem, the 16 developing coun-
mscalledformoreandbeﬂerargam:edhelpﬁ-omglo—
bal . financial institutions 1o aven financial crises be-
canse, in an increasingly global and interdependent
ﬁnanclalmalkel.mmunnynssaﬁ:fmmsuddenmon
cmryﬂucnmons. The sunmit alsp accepted Srf Lan-

bnilomtb..g;uup.."ngmguuuummolimm-_

bers 10 17.

G-15 plus 1 members include Algeria, Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Jamajca, Ni-
geria, Malaysia. Mexico, Peru, Senegal, Venezuela,
Zimbabwe and the newest member, Kenya. At iis crea-
tion in 1989 as an offshoot of the Non-Aliened Move-
ment and the G-77, the G-15 was intended 10 be a close-
ty-knit Third World economic cluster, 10 coumerweight
the G-7 of indusixialised nations. G-15 members ac-
count for 30 per cent of the wosld's popul
per cent of the total gross domestic product of all de-
veloping countries,

mﬂ:‘m closely scrurinised the Asian fiuancial
crisis o give economies a louder
voice mwoddsmgmtmde gmni:mmems Panticipants also de-
liberated ways of improving Somth-South and South-
North dialogue. imperative if better terms for capital-
ising on ecenomic cooperation are to be ensured. Group

aton amd 39 -

icies, they would make a formidable cconomic bloc,

The G-15 summit. held ahead of the G-7 plus T of in-
dustriaf nations and the WTC meeting. was a good op-
partunity 1o acquaint the world with the concems of

emerging economies. Before the Cairo sumymit began,
President Hosni Mubarak spake by telephone with Brit-
ish Prime Minister Tuny Bluir. whose country currenthy
chairs the EU and G-7. munpressuponhxmmene-
cessiry for the North 1o “hear the voice™ of the South at
the G-7's upcotmng meeting.

The grouping is plagued. however. by numsrous glo-
bal and domestic shortcumings, as member states suug-
gle o keep asmide with international economic de-
velopments. Most developing countries believe their
interests lie with industrialised natiuns. which continue
1o deal with them in an unevez-handed manner.

Answering a gquestion by Al-Ahram Weekly m yes-
terday’s news conference. Mubarak said: “We have the
expericoce of cooperating with both North and South,
but we find it moch more copvenient to stant with good
South-Sonth cooperation. At the same time. we have to
conzinue the dialogne berween Nonh and South be-

- ¢ause we are alf in one boat.™

Malaysia's Prime Minister Mzhathir Mohamad, re-
sponding to the same question, said: “We believe in

mosng mtenmnonal fmancial stability,”

- ‘A wake-up call’

- Madeleine Albright, defending Washington's Middie East p.olicy, says
there can be no lasting security in the region without hard choices

. US Secretary of State Madeleine Alb-

nght.denymgshewil]usepresmmc—
ticse but indicating impaticnee,

holding potentially fateful talks yes-
n:rday with Israeli Prime Minister Bi-

NetanyalmonanAmenmnfnr—.
.. more difficult issues in final staws
-1alks, Thess include Palestimian aspira-

muln for 2 West Bank withdrawal.
The centrepiece of the [JS package, a
pullback of Israchi roops from 13 per

centofWestBanktemmry has al- .

ready been rejected by emnyahu as
perilous 1o J5rael’s security.

Albright hoped 1o mm Newnyahn
aronnd dunng yesterday's meeting by
offering a plan that a.llays his conces,
posgibly by delaying - the transfer of

snm:oftbemhm‘ywthel’alesﬁnian_

uthority. .
Inahnsuly-mnngedspeech.AIbnght
medmquamms;:mmnmg
urgency, issuing w a
“wake-pp call’ to leracli and Pal-
estinian leaders to_make

COMPIOmises
before the peace process collapses al-

ogahapﬂbnghtnndhermdmmdeclm
that her remarks were aimed primarily
at Israel, which has been argning for
months with the United States over the
scale of the withdrawal. The Pal-

estinians, who are being asked to crack

dows hader on Ism%sst milftant
gmups,hnvcmpwdthe proposal.
.Speaking 2 Washington™s ' National
PmsClub Albright denied that the US
was giving ultimatams’ or l:hrcalenmg

any cOBNITY'S security.
“WWhat we-have espemaﬂybecnuymg

to do in recent weeks is to issue a .

wake-up cnll. she said “Act. before it

in a peighbourhood as tongh as the
.there is no security from
hard choices, and no lasting security
without hard choices.”

Netanyahu had planned his mip 1o
Washington 10, -
members of Congress and o the Amer-
ican public.-But Albright cancelled a

" tip 1o Germany with Presideni Bill

Clmtontouymwemomemepnmc

- . P y -

Isrzel’s case .10

leaders believe that by coordipating their economic pol-

minister's objections.

If she succeeds, a peace conference

Clinton had hoped 10 launch in Wash-

ngton last Monday would be re-
scheduled and Israel and the Pal-
estinian Aulhonty would rm to far-

tions for a state, the forore of Je-
rusalem, ﬁnalhordnrsandl’alesuman
refugees. -

Declarmgthnlshelsan “eternal op-
tmist,” Albright said she hoped “there
is a way that we can get this process
back on track and, in fact, re-issme the
invitation for accelerated permanent
statns talks to be held under Presidenmt

_Clmton 5 auspices in Washington very
'so0n."

“We have gone the extra mile,” Alb-
nghl said with a tinge of exaspermion.
The Polestinians have made 2 con-
certed effort to commer terrorim and
“in the nature of " Israel

-shonldbepreparedmmmpromlse she

Mbnght ‘'said she was hopeful Ne-

'tanynhu would reversc his position and

accept the US package. “This is the

"only way” 10 end a 15-month impasse

and launch talks on a permanemt settie-
ment, she added.
“In respopse primarily to Israeli re-

-quesis, we sllowed more time and then

mare time and then more time for our
suggemmsmbesmdled.m.ﬂdued

. and _discussed,” Albright said. sig-

valling that US patience had run thin.
Much of Athright’s speech aimed at
rebutting the argoment. advanced by Is-
rel’s gupporters in the US, that by
calling for a specific withdrawal Wash-
ington violated past pledges 10 let Is-
ratl decide its own security peeds.
“The size [of the withdrawal] is
something that we arc. wying o de-
temmine acconding to what can be ac-
n?wdbybmhs'dcs she said.
Department spokesman James

Robin said Albright's h sought to

-show how far US ideas met criteria

laid down by Israel rself. They came

- And she re-affirrned former Secretary

- assault on Clinton™s Middle East pol-

continuing our interest and our relation with the North

becanse they have the market and the money and the
technology. At the same time. we realise that the North
has always been interested in investing and using the
markets of the Somh. I follows, therefore, that the
South tov can make use of their own markets in order 1o
develop their own economics. which is why the G-15
was formed.™

Businessmen, meeting on the sidelines of the summir,
annouxniced the creation of a federation of chambers of
commerce 2% a2 new G-15 body. Inter-group wade ac-
counted far only nine per cent of its members™ $800 bil-
lion loreign trade in 1996.

Currency coliapses, hankrupicies and stock market
crashes have swept across Sontheast Asia since Jast
year, ofien as a resuft of defzulis on short-term debus.
The worst affecied couniries are Malaysia and In-
donesie. Malaysia’s prime minisier has said that his
country will not scek help from the IMF to overcome
the efiects of economic rurmoil because “conditions for
such help are oo onerous.” Indotesia, on the other
hand. said it is cooperating alrcady with the IMF 1o re-
form its economy.

As the summit came 1o a close. Jamaicas Prime Min-
ister PJ Patterson was named chairman of the G-15.
which will move #1s next summit in Febroary 1999 10
his capital, Kingston. tsee pp. 2&3)

closer o Israel's offer of a nine per
ceqit withdrawal than 1o Yasser Arafat’s
original demand of 30 par cent.

Both Albright and Raobin followed
the long-standing US practice of re-
fusing 1o give details of the US pack-
age.
gAlbrig'n later held separale, closed
briefings for members of the House
and Senate, where Netmmyahu enjoys
considerable backing. “ .

Republican Senator Arlen Specter o
said he had questioped “the com-
petency of the Clinton administration
and the competency of the secretary of
state.” He told reporters the adpyinisira-
tion’s conditional invitation to peace
talks amounted to an ultimatum

“An honest broker does npot take an
advance position.” Specier said, Alb-
right called the US proposals “sngges-
tiens,” oot ultimaizms.

of State Warren Christopher™s as-
surance to Israel in 1997 shat it has the
Tight under agreements with the Pai-
estinians to decide how much land 10
refinguish.

As pan of her poblic relations of-
fensive, Albright also met with leaders
of major American Jewish groups, who
came away apparenily reassured abot
US intentions.

“She was very hopeful that the meet-
tng {with Netanyahu] would be pos-
iive, and we came away feeling that
the environment is a very healthy one,”
said Mel . chairman of thr: Con-
ference of Presidents of Major Amer-
ican Jewish Organisations.

Republican [awmakers kept up their

icy, demanding that the adeministration
siap pressuving Isracl.

New York Senutor Alfonso D’ Amato
told a news copference the United
Siates had lost its “moral aumbority as
an honest broker of peace™ with its da-
mands. “It's absolutely wrong. it makes
no sense. It threatens the secprity of Is-
rasl,” hc said. {see p.6)

Associated Press, Reaters |
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‘A voice for
the South’

Chairing this week’s G-15 summit, Egypt attempted to
steer developing nations towards solidarity in an age of
globalisation. Nevine Khalil examines Cairo’s goals

During the G-13 surmir that opened on Monday
in Cairo. Egvpt acted to revive the group’s role in
onder to give developing natons a Iouder voice
on the international scene. Egypt stepped in at
the last minute last vear to offer a venve for the
cighth G-15 surnmit after Jamaica said it counld
not host the sathering as schedaled.

Cairo believes that a united position of member
states should be forged for a future North-South
dialogue. President Hosni Mubargk had earlier
consulted with British Prime Minister Tomy
Blair, whose country heads the Europear Union
and G-7. so that industrialised nations may “hear
our voice amd heed the advice we bring from the
South.” A World Trade Organisarion (WTO)
ministerial meeting will take place in Geneva lar-
er this week. and & G-7 plus! summit i5 also
scheduled.

To clos¢ ranks among emerging economy
states. South-South dinlogue and cooperation
must also be consolidated. *“We have established
a voice for the South.” Mubarak said at the open-
ing of the G-15 summit. “This voice needs to be
strong and must be heard.™ He added that the G-
15 was the best forum for semding out sigmals
from the croerging markets to the advanced econ-
omics.

Citing Egyvpt’s experience of economic reform,
the government believes the private sector in de-
veloping countries must be given the kead in pro-
moling economic ties and achieving sustainable
development. At the same tiree, however, Egypt
asserts thay attempts to liberulise underdeveloped
economies shouid mot be at the expense of social
development

“The global economy is not for some 10 grow
with and others to fall behind™ Mubarak said in
his opening speech. He added that the op-
pormunity offered by the ejghth G-I summit
must be “put to good use.” in order 1o aliow de-
vcloping nations 1o carve a piche for themselves
in the new world ecopomic order. “Emerging

economies must speak out they must be heard,”
Mubarak said.

Mubarak underlived the importance of di-
alogue among buliuws. ‘A structared dialogue be-
twecn the South and leading industrial countries
has become essential for the management
of the world economy.™ ke said. And “dizlogue
among natiops in the South is no longer a luxury.
It has become a must; an esseutial part of proper
economic policy design.”

The summit’s agenda was topped by the Asian
ecopomic crisis, a pheromenon whick Egypt
wants 10 be carefully studied in order to avoid s
TeCUITenCE.

Mubarak said the Asian finapcial crisis had un-
derlined the deep inter-dependence of world
economies. “Marginalisation is no longer an op-
ton.” he said. “Not for the developed countries
;Soimgose and not for the Third World to suffer

.

Asia’s fipapcial meltdown was a centre piece
for the summit. not only in terms of its possible
domino effect on other emerging markets, but
also as an uppprecedented phenomenon which
could mum out 1o be an inherent malaise of a new
economic order.

Mubarak said that developing countries had
better prepare themselves when dealing with
novel economic globalisation factors. “Lessons
learned™ are that while dramatic improvements in
global financial systems facilitate the flow of
capital, they cause rapid transfer of problems
across the world. The contagious effect of per-
ceived fragility in a nation’s economy causes in-
vestors to anticipate similar weaknesses in neigh-
bouring ecopomies and, in tra, pull out of
markets throughout a region. Also, while the de-
veloping world should consider policies followed
by industriaf countries when designing ways of
avoiding domestic or external imbalances in their
ecopomics. advanced economies must avoid ex-
cussive and distorted fluctuations in capital and

oy ‘A'..

President Hospd M presides over the opening session of the G-15

trade flows.
Forthermore, Mubarak said, economic liber-
alisation must be gradusl so thar instinmions con-

cemned with protecting the stability of. emerging

financial systems are folly operational. Also, fi-
nmancial recovery and stabilisation programmes
sponsored by the international community should
take into account the immmense social cost of the
adjustmens itoposed on developing countries.

There is also a need for appropriate regulatory
and supervisory standards, and active particips-
tion by developing countries in internationa] ec-
cnomic jpstifstions to achieve greater integration
in global economy.

On 2 more optimistic note, Mobarzk said that
the Asian crisis “is but a passing pause in the im-
pressive record of rapid growth of Asian econ-
omies.” He added that eventually “stronger and
more robust economies will emerge.™

Mubarak’s personal representative, Mounir
Zsghran, said that the negarive social and ecopom-
i¢ repercussions caused by the Asian meltdown
must be avoided in the future. “We need a for-
mula that revitalises economic and political coop-
eration among our countries; that balances the in-
terests of both developed and developing
counfries,” he said.

Before the summit opened. Foreign Minister
Amr Moussa was cautious, saying that the par-
tcipants had not worked ont a formula 1o ensure
that the Asian crisis would not be repeated. “We

Tiak '__ ‘- -
sunimit

are not expecting any magic formulas at the end
of the meetings,” be said at a three-hear-long
meeting on Saturday.

While- Malaysia and Indonesia profusely
blamed Westers speculators for the crash, Egypt
said that participants should focus on under-
standing developments in the world of finance,
especially those which could affect emerging
economies. “The purpose should not be to wrade
accusations or to enter into confrontations or
avoid taking ibility,” Moussa told his
counterparts during Saturday’s meeting.

Moussa said that the sammit was taking place
af a “sensitive™ point in time in the process of
forging global economic ties. “It is an importan A smdf
opportunity to emphasise our positioas,” i
“We havc?odeaglh‘ithworld[economic] blocs in
a coniemporary on.”

Egypt also thok the opportunity of the summit
10 focus on consolidating bilateral relations with
G-15 states. Hoors before the sopmit opened,
Mubarak beld talks with idents Ei-
amine Zeroual of Algeria, Subarto of Indonesia
and Peru’s Alberto Fujimori.

On the sidelines of the summit, and Ma-
l?siasignedacoopemnon' agreement in the field
of religious affairs. The signing ceremony was
wimessed by Prime Minister Kamalf EI-Ganzouri
and his Malaysian counterpan
hamad, who had earlier received an honorary
doctorate from Al-Azhar University' for his writ-

Mahathir Mo-

ings on religion. The foreign ministers s of both
commesmgs jes also signed an aprecment ot scientific

The two prime ministers discussed bilateral re-

Iations, especially joim projects which were in-
jtiated during Iasr? sjzar‘s G-15 sammit in Kuals
- They inclode an Alexandria shipyard,

miture manufacture, 2nd cooperation in advanced
technology. . .
Malaysia‘:;smoncongrpt‘s_mwupugc
partners in the group, a re Pt By
ing 1o forge with other G-15 members those
in Latin Amertica.

On Monday, Mubarak briefly cntlined & his

guests Egypt’s economic reform measuxes,
which are “cautiously and gradual ly"'mhhshmg
the of ils incgration in the global

economy. “Today, Egypt stands among the coug-

niesumyohv:sthanheSwhmpmper{'hg
said. “E; started its jJoDTDeY O prosperity.
Mubaﬁkmutpmssed confidence that Egyplian
the world economy.

He called on the private sectors of all mem-
ber smates to play a2 role in carying MR &c-
onomic policies and reforms to achieve sustain-
able economic growth and prosperity. ““Their
dialogue, their joint veninres are our strength,™

be said. “They will usher in the age of tech-

nology into our countries.”

Northern barriers, southern business

Convening ahead of next weelk’s WTO meeting in Geneva, G-15 businessmen and officials in Cairo focused
on how they could play a more interactive role on thie international irade scene.. Niveen Wahish reports

Ve
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Trade ministers apd privale  ep-
weprepeurs from the Growp of 15
strongly criticised the economic pol-
icies of indusmialised natiopns, com-
plaining that they have 2 negarive im-
pact on the interesss of developing
nations. Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad described as “im-
moral” the market practices of the
North.

Mahathir, addressing the G-I5 Busi-
ness Workshop ised by the Egyp-
tan Federadion of Indusiries and the
Egyptian Miniswy of Trade on the
fringe of the summit. said that free-
trade policies and economic -liber-
altsadon should benefit all parties.
However, he added thar economic free-
dom has been misused.

Alluding to the severe crisis that has
hit financial markets in Sootheast Asia,
Mahathir said that in the search for
maximum profit, the powerful are ready
10 make the poor evem poorer and
stressed that the “free market must be
reguiated and everyone must benefit”

To this end, the group’s wrade min-
isters affimmed that during the up-
coming World Trade Organisation

Critical lessons 4

Despite the Asian economic crisis, G-15 leaders re-pledged adherence to the prin-
ciples of a free market economy and structural adjustment programmes. Fatemah
Farag reports on the views expressed by participants on Asia’s problems

{WTO) meeting. they will lobby for the
effective application of Umguay round
agreements, giving special attention to
the implementation of articles which
grant preferential treatmemt to de-
veloping countries. .
Egyptian Trade Minister Ahmed El-
Geweili annopnced thar G-15 members
had gathered not only to coordinate po-
sitions and determine their common in-
terests and differences. but also 1o de-
mand improved access to international
markets for the products of developing
couniries, “We have 0 protect our inter-
ests and find solutions to trade barriers.”
Geweili said, referring to restrictive pro-
cedures introduced by some countries
for protectionist purposes, such as anti-
dumping procedures, high costoms tar-
iffs and sanftary specifications. “We
want {0 make sure that the interests of
developing countries are fully taken into
account in the WTCQ framework and en-
sure that developing coumtries play a
leading role in drafiing international ec-
onomic agreements,” said Gewedli.
Echoing the same sentiment, Ahwmed
Ezz, deputy chairman of the Federation
of Egyptian Industries, said that re-

siriciive procedures make it difficult for
developing nations to benefit from bi-
lateral and muldlateral agreements
signed with the North. “There is an im-
balance in the responsibilities and ob-
ligations of both parties.” Ezz said. Cit-
ing the rules of origin as an example, he
said they are complex and biased in fa-
vour of developed countries. “It is very
difficuli for developing countries to
make full use of multiateral trade
agreements with these very reswictive
rules op origin,™ he said.

Ezz added that other issues that
should be brought up for discassion
with indusirialised pations include anti-
dumping measures and specificarons,
which, be said, are used as restrictive,
protectionist tools, making it very dif-
ficult for developing counmies to pen-
etrate the markets of the North.

Sharing the same view. Rub Ricupero.
secretary-general of the United Nations
Commission oo Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), told the workshop that
“apti-dumping is being nsed to a great
exient nowadays as the protectionist
tool of rich countries.” He pointed out
that most developing countries lack the

financial resources and expertise to deal
with dumping cases and wamed that
anti-dumping should be closely ex-
amined in future negotiations, in view
of its serious consequences. “Anti-
dumping investigations have an effect
when they are aanounced, even before
they are conciuded.” he said.

Ricupero su that in order to
avoid fallouts in mulilateral and bi-
lateral agreements, the G-135, as a group
of developing countries, should know
what it wants. He wamned that the con-
flict of interests among G-15 members
may be preventing a unified position
from being achieved. He recommended
that coalitions should be formed within
the group to lobby for a specific, con-
crete objective. “With a concrete inter-
est and a jost canse, you can make a
o 5 ey v, e

factor w
viewed as essential for avoiding imbaf-
ances it foture muoltilateral agreements
is the inclusion of the private sector.
“There should be close association be-
tween private sector and governments.
This is the basis for a more balanced
negoifation in the foture,” Ricupero

said “By befter integrating the private

sector in developing counfries, we can

mzke sure that imbalances in nego-
tiations wifl not happen.”

Ricupero said UNCTAD was ready 1w
train the private sector in developing
couniries m the art of negotiations o
prepare it to play what he described as
a vital role in WTO negotations in the
year 2000.

cupero prepare the mraining
groundwork by the time the G-15 meets

agam.

‘While the private sector in developing
couptries was considered an essential
component of international tade
tiations, it was also cited as the pro-
pelier for greater trade and investments
between the group’s members.
According to Geweili, the basic zole
of goverhments s to sponsor the
growth of the private sector and to fa-
cilitate its role in the development pro-
cess. The role of governments, he add-
ed. is to map out the framework within
which the private sectors of the growp
can interact. Geweili said that hope is

L£ign investment.

pinned on the private sector o raisc the

tade volume berween. group members -

above the current rate of pine per cent.

But it is not only trade that newds 10 -

be promoted. Figures reveal that G-15
members are recipients of Himited for-

Foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) flowing into G-15 coun-
wies reached $48
only ls;ésﬂpﬂcentol'mal FD! money

year.
To deal with this problem. delegages
stressed that their governments have to
make greater efforts to revitalive in-
vestment between proup members, es-
pecially in light of the available op-

mvestors.

With the same goal in mind, 2 picoeer

was - signed by repre-

ustry of each group mem-~

ber, allowing for the creation of a single

G-15 chamber to be based in Cairo. The -
.new chamber

L ar  establishing
stronger ties between the other cham-
bers and boosting efforts 10 increase the

’s trade, investment and ecopomic: .
dev?\ -

opment. .

illion in 1996 -—.

As might have been expected, the Southeast
Asian crash, especially lessons 0 be leamt
from it. dominated the G-15 summit that
opened in Cairo on Monday. .

Between 1990-1995, these ecomomics were
carapelted into world starus, setng 2 standard
thar other South countries aspired to. However,
the dream was brugally shatiered when severe

financial and monetary crises swept across
SO NS ¢ sring he v
e picture painted’ during the various ses-
sions of the sammit was that of devastation. In-
donesian President Subarto pointed out candid-
ly in his starement that “the crisis has wiped
out a Jarge part of the gains of three decades of
i ing pursuit of national development.”
Malaysian Prime Minister Mabathir Mo-
bamad drew a vivid picure of the

waste. “Over one tillion dollars

CAIRO - EGYPT

RAMSES STREET EXTENSION, NASR CITY.
FOREIGN PURCHASES COMMITTEE

L] .
THE DELTA INDUSTRIAL CO. “IDEAL of purchasing power has been
MEMBER OF OLYMPIC GROUP mb;;kcs b;an; buswss;;:a'oi:rlle

than 30 million workers have
been made unemployed, food and
medicine are Jess available and

. wth has either been reversed or
THE DELTA INDUSTRIAL CO. JDEALY ANNOUNGES %md, be said.” The Malaysian
THE FOLLOWING GENERAL TENDERS FOR THE corrency has been devalved by 50
-SUPPLY OF ITEMS AS SHOWN HEREUNDER: per cent and stock market capital-
DUE | DOCUBENT isation has lost more than $200

TENDER| DESCRIPTION billion dollars,
NO. . . RATE _Lmd- This comesfaﬁ_egrh an impressive
EFOXY POLYESTER COA E200 growth rate of eight cent an-
81/97-98 13“0;‘_ rrwogm poally for almost a de%:rde in Ma-
POWD! . aysia and equally impressive

« TENGER DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE GABHING DEPT.
AT THE A/M ADDRESS AGAINST A NON-REFUNDABLE PRICE.
= OFFERS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED THROUGH AN OFFICIALLY

growth mates in Indonesia for two
decades.

Suharto painted a stark picmure.

! v AGENT. - . He told G-15 members that the fi-
i SEGBTERED =a! %men BY A 2% BID BOND AND nancial erisis has “persisted with no
FFERSEHGMUSIAL! AGENCY FORM 14° indication that it would s00n abate.”

i

Concems over the crash in Southeast Asia go

beyond the G-15 borders. There are fears that
the crisis could extend w0 Japan and China The
economies of the ™o countdes are weighed

down in debt and an economic crisis would au- .

tomatically send a shock-wave throughout the

whole internatiopal system. Even ‘stable’ econ-
oqf}:s such as that of the United States could
suiler. . ) .
Although President Hosni Mubarak cxpressed
optimism that African economies that have un-
dergone stabilisation programmes will reap re-
wards, he was carefol to address in derail the
important Jessons to be learned from the Asian
“passing pause.” These included better com-
munication on both the South-Sooth and
North-South planes, gradual Iiberalisation of
markets, with an emphasis on the development
of national institutions, a5 well as the need for
appropriatc regulatory and supervisory stan-

In a special document on the crisis presented
1o the leaders of the conference, the Malaysian
delegation calfed for “a comprehensive review
of the present architecture of the international
monetary system.” - S

The document listed speculative currency
deals, vulnerable economies, loss of investor
confidence, serions flaws in market mech-
anisms and inadequate risk assessment by
intémmational Jenders, as reasops for the
Asian crisis.

Special emphasis was also given to the role

played by the IMF, calling on the intemational

institution to change its terms and conditions

for f';n_ancial suppoit. This would entaif the US
providing more funds, a move opposed by

gress. .

‘To-date. the IMF has given 2 total of $118
billion to Indonesia, South Korea and Thai-
land. Malaysia refused assistance, saying the
conditions were oo harsh — a message that
Svharto sought to drive home jn his official
statement. “We must make painful sacrifices
and summon our reserves of endurance. apd

social discipline” to overcome the crisis. he

said.

In general’ G-15 leaders seemed to agree on
the necessity that all international fornms work
towards the alleviation of the adverse con-
sequences of the crisis as well as ensure that
the benefis of development are shaved in a
balanced and equitable manner by all coun-
tries. Within this framework, increased South-
South trade relations were encol by alL

Businessmen incloded in the de i
seem 1o be on track, but some of them pointed
to dq]icqlmt:is eucl)lr, al best, the need for in-
novation in ing with the present simation.
Said Usha Saha, vice chairman of India’s Mod-
icop telecommunications company, “I think
that our economy was able to manage becanse
cold not g0 ad gy SpjLd Wil U
mlm.'go ey did not omt w

However, Indian business sril} soffered. “We

were especially affecied by the fact thet goods™

became much cheaper in these copntries and
we were farced (0 compete with their very fow
prices, S_ahasaid.HeaddedthaI“theldndof
Slomianonwearehwdingformansmm
mever really avert what happens in other coun-
tries and we, as businessmen, have 10 adjust™

raw maerials, rajsing the possibility of r-
lomnngm:nmdumiesmmkezdvmgeaf'

cheaper Taboor and materials,

pthe:shavefoundmundabomwa
with the problem. "Weuse:bcbargm
with countries like Malaysia which are croctal
;gozgcxpom:"syidhguﬁameqm&ofmem.
“This allows us 1o g:'tr eiary  Indnsries

problems which™ these countries ‘are facing

without ing our interests.”
Husin Bagis,

donesian Embassy, said thar exporis “sozyed

by 10 per cent in the past year. Is that' 2 .

ing to Bagis, the volume

commercial anaché a the In-..
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- all major businessmen as well as gov- 1 . Coptic e : ur of
ernment officials have left. However, the foral," explained Mohamed Afifi. which he expressed “great esteem for initiative that will create a bener c;:n- “ln 193!,flh= qupnc church iock the 1;.: Pooan VRS — 1 was anly o 1
ce i n to contemplative re- Who wants a tomato paste | ) _ vironment or  Minisory of Avygf to court to comest its  thet oo 1 -app anled Minister of Weay
grgtlr s op= duction line? Countries with m@;'prg-r . ’;‘.-‘" o P Copis and refute scizure of nearly 2,000 feddans of Cop- Hunud “agrwi etablished a com-
The seming is coot and professional.  tomato production like Braxil which S~ e allegations of dis- ¢ Wag' land scanered in 12 govern-  muitee of both Musiuns 2ad Copts 16 2.
in addition to detailed and colonrful has recently commissioned 200 of ' criminarion.” orates. “Fhe Waqgf land was confiscated  amine the issue. According o Seibr,
brochures, im ive CDs are freely the metal contraptions. . “A fat dossier after th: Wagr Awvthority was c~- 1 committee member. discussions inside
dismibuted, providing information on _ Foreign exhibits dominated the top will be closed rablished in 1971. All endowments the cominitiee were in favour ol re-
the facilities and assets of the confer- - foor, where everything from Ar- once and for all™ were placed nnder the supervision of  storing ite band o the church.
ence gentine nuclear technology to Zim-- Youssef  Seid- ihe awbority,” Mamdouh Nakhla, a “This was a luming point hecer
Trade fairs can he strange thi to babwean chony staines be bonght hom, editor of the  Coptic lawyer who initiated one of the  there was hardly any ohiection o ;.
the non-specizlist. Bath wbs in fancy — if the price is right. Up here, peo- § Coptic newspaper  legal banles against the minisuy in the  storing wer sights. A deavheoh whici:
displays next to indigenops African - ple are geared -to do business. “We Watani, twld Al- 19505, 1old the Weekly. pursisted for peurly (ma ducades ws fi-
woodwork. The array is quite diverse. do major business with G-15 coun- Ahram Weekly. Unuil 1970. the Coptic Vag/’ was ad-  nally broken.” Seidhum »=id. )
Only 11 out of the 16 G-15 countries tries,” said Bagis. “"Despite every- She-  ministzred by the Coptic Onthodos Wagf The commitier even Jecided w zive
have exhibits at this year’s fair, bring- thing, we are here this week to in- noudah dis-  Amboriry. estabiished in 1960 by o pres-  bach some o the 120f fond v hich was
ing the number of pamicipating com- crease the volume of onr busipess.™ missed  claims idential decree. The Wagf land original-  nol subject 1© fitizatiumn. These, Seidhom
S anies to approximately 50. Behind him, handsome biue bamboo that the govern- Iy belonged o affleem Copuic familics, explancd, were rists ol laad which
R P Although everyone was wmcked away conches and pieces of plywood are ment’s  decision  including Makram Ebeid, Bootros Ghali - onzinaily Fooun ned i tharch “Ac-
R in their place over the two displayed” : meant it had  and Wivse Wassef. who donated it fo the  condiy v che werimite. onee the
et floors of the exhibit ball. there was The i and necessity of in- . bowed 10 cam- church. . . chuin presents us with the docunes
o some grumbling about the organisation ter-trade -betwesn G-15 counlries o paigns launched In 1971. 2 law allowing the Egyptian  thai prove ownership ihe land wils k-
/ — eveg;uﬁum the inside. confront the impediments of global- by expatriale  Wagf Auvthority (o aiminisicr all Wagk,  rotred imedsely ™ Seidhom anic
“We had to go to so many different isation has been an ongoing theme Copis living in except those belonging to the church, The iand. Scidhom sddn. wotals 312 tew-
authorities to complete the required throughout -the evenis of the GI5 the United States  was passed. And vet. according to bu-  dans “This shows ihal whatever prot -
procedures. It was God's will that I meetings and those at the trade fair and Copada  man rights activist Maurice Sadek, the  lems we may have, they can be resol .
was able to get in woday after three are beyond the bureaucratic snags which claim dis- aumhornitv managed 1o seize the bulk of  amongst ourwlves. hut oaly il ther:
days of preparations,” said Ehab Sol- -and geared to do business. ' " crimimation Coptic Wagf lund during the past twe  zoodwill 1o Jer se,™ Seidhor: waid.
my hﬁgm of Mode;'n Garments, an After that, the way home was much - agaipst Egypt’s decades. Mustafer  Abhcel-Fattah, head of oo
Egypnan' ian company given 2 corner ared easier. At the press centre officials Coptic  minority. “They did this onder the pretext that  Wagf Avthorny, raid the commiite wii
. “There must have been These claims “do  therz is no such thing as Coptic or T~ meet next week 1o discuss 1he relum o
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Incentives neededto

promote G-15 business

The trade fair was a major side show of the G-15 meetings.
Although the inauguration ceremonies were grand, Fatemah
Farag had to make do with a view from the sidelines

It was Monday and the moming was
full of promise. On the way to He-

A pavilion at the trade fair, one of the major side shows af the G-15 summit * -

Fmsbyusandldun'lkmwwhosc
acle thar is,” he said forlomly. Sol-

"The 36th Congress of the Intemational Advertising As-
sociation (IAA) ended yesterday after long discussions on
the future of communication and advertising in the coming

ilennium. Rehab $Saad attended

Abow 1,200 local and internagional ad-
vertisers, media men and expens oo in-
formarion wehnology panicipated in the
four-day congress of the Imtemational
Adveriising  Association LAA). viewed
_by many as the most important event in
the fields of advermising znd the media.
The main theme of the congress was
““inferaction in the 21st cephiny”. when
tremendous changes in the two ficlds are
expected. ~[nteraction is a suirable theme
for the advent of the 21st cennury.” Nor-
man Vale, director-general of the IAA
told Al-Akram Weekiy. He said that every
congress held by the association has had
a partcular theme. “We've had “chang-
ﬁl. = L] | T L] 3

“‘perspectives
N § chose “interscrion” for ihis year, which

focuses on the end of a century and the
advent of a new one. We are poting the
present and furyre under ons ym-
1la,” he said.

Joe Cappo listed the changes which ook
place in the world market: the greath of
global mega-agencies; tansition of 2
media market mto a wulb-paiional ore:
development of pew media: and an in-
crease in the number of marketing o
tions. “The challanpe for the induwmy s
ot whether to use these technoiogies o

nol, but rather bow to imegrare them inm

a powerful marketing meda,” he said.

in his lecture. Dr Dishs Andesoz, &-
rector of the social afiays uait in London,
underlined the imporLince of jnewdems of
speech in advertisemzmis. “The swuzgie
1o eswablish and maintain freedem of
commescial speech is pan of the wids
stropgle for 2 free economy and i free we
ciety,” he said, adding that the freecoms
to buy and exchange are just as um-
portant, if not more, than the arzat polis-
ical freedoms such as the freedem e
vote, “Advertising, then, is o crumal pan

e liogolis, where both the press cemtre rtan exports his wares to the United In 2 video address. President Hosni  of a free economy and thar is part of 2
. and uade fair are located, white- States and Eurcpe as well as Russia § Mubarak weicomed the visitors, wishing  free society,” he said.
r:"r uniformed policemen, with their backs This will be his firs? tirme 1o attempt them a pleasant stay in Egypt, the land, Orhers called for seli-repulatior. ~Ad-
o lo the steet, were aiready lined up, deals with G-15 countries. He is not § be sakl, of civilisation and religion. He  vertisers must think of ways w safeguard
R while colourful flags could be seen  enthusiasiic, however. “There has 1o { 2ifirmed the importance of interaction he-  2gainst people beconung the 1nsTUmER
T flutering from the fair grounds. To- be support for this of deal. We § ftween foreign and Arab experts during of clumsy consamerism without @ zn;
ke day. President Hosni Mubarok would need special rates for oansport as || the congress and beyand. way restricting the freedom of either ad-

inangurate the G-15 trade fair, ane of
the mechapisms aimed at boosting in-
ier-rade between group members.

Al the press centre. the situation ap-
peared o be less promising. Answers
to basic questions — “What time is the
trade fair?", “Will there be a car o
mke us there?” and “Are we allowed
in?" —— all received., ar best, vague an-
SWeTE.

At the front gate of the fair grounds,
there were additional obscurities. “This
is not the right door. Try the one next
0 us,” says the guard. The door next
to them? “No, further down.” Three
doors later, an officer sprawled lazily
in a chair: “Yes, here. Why are youo in
a rush? Wait for the bus.” .

The baos toddles slowly downm the
lape. taking its passengers down the
road — it would have taken two min-
mes 10 walk. The driver annoances the
end of the live. Trade fair still not in
sight. “Down that road,” explains a
helpful officer, pointing down an end-
less tarmac which js sieaming in the
hea:ofthelmemomingsun.ﬁcmno:
be helped and 2.10-mmute walk fol-

well as direct and regular channels w
these countries, so that we can do
business with them. I don't think
these issues will be resolved during
this conference,” he said.

Others are very wpbeat “We are

going © do grent business and I am

very optimistic.” said Salah Kandil

from Kandil Chandeliers, standing in
ap extremely well-lit booth under-
neath umpteen gold plated crystal
chandeliers. Over at the Faragalla
booth —' which the presidemt has
Seen -—— One COmpANY represcolative
adds, “We are very pleased 1o have
been seen by the president. k is im-
portant that he should know of the
developments that we have made as
be has been very supportive of busi-
ness efforts in "

The attractive and well laid omt
booths took time and effori o get

" into place as might be expected. “We

commissioned the furnifure and
plants last week and up motil Friday
they had not come. Of course, Friday
is a day off; so it was difficult 10 get
things done,” recounted Marta In-

Torahim Nafie, board chairman of Al-
Ahram Orpanisation. said thar the con-
gress is of paramoum importance. It
touches on the nevolution which marks
the close of the 20th ceanury and our en-
trance into the third millennium.

“Even 25 we speak,” Nafie sud, “the
Interaet is creating a new form of ‘col-
lective imellisence’. one which opens
pew vistas for the imagination and new
possibilities of adventure and enterprise.”
He said he believed tha: this constant
growing collective imellizence is an in-
tegral pan of an even more Com-
pt&h;nsive change that is sweeping the
“ —

Loula chairwoman of the
congress, stressed that interaction jn the
field of advertising and communication is
not a luxury anymore bt a pecessity.
“Castomers nowailays have 1o save time
and money and are moge aware of the
market.”

Hassan Hamdj, head of the orgapising
commitice, said that the strepgth of 2
country’s economy is gauged by its suc-
€£ss in opening new markets for its prod-
ucts. “In this advertising is a

verusemeni of the media™ said Nafia.
“Within this framework, I believe that the
high standards of freedom in advertising
do not pecessarily pose a coptradiction 1
12rm of moral obligations. This depends
on our heightened and voluntary commit-
e to hurpan dignity,”™ he addead.

For tbat reason. Cappo vowned that in
his mvo-year term as LAA world pres-
ident, the associadon will expand it ei-
forts to promote self-reaulation w all
countries. “Nobody knows the ins and
outs of advertising better than the pro-
fessionals who practice it. And the best
regnlator of advertising is not a govem-
ment body, bit a marketer whoe will &2l
for action when his or her competitor is
using false or misleading advertising,”
Cappo 1old the Werkiy.

Globalisation was one word constanidy

‘vsed by participants. “The moment 1

knew giobalisation was reality was afier

Diana's death,” said Michael Elliott, ed-’

ftor of Newsweek International, “The js-
ste on the princess’ life and her tragedvy
was the best issue we sold in 60 vears,
whether in the United States, Asia or Lar-
in America. We sold 2.5 million copies.”™

~

Above: 1brahim MNafie, board chairmac of i Al-Abram tse-

Free, but self-regulated, advertising

-
-~

£l

-

ganisation, addresses the 36th Congress of the internationsl

Advertising Association (IAA)

Centre: A couple of visitors browsing aver une. i tile many
computers set up during the LAA sessions
Below: Hassan Hamdi, front-centre, the IAA's chiuf urgapiser

~Adventising expendiwre in the Ar-
ehic-rpaakins Middle East rose woa
record $1.54 billion in 1997." said Ramzi
Raad, chief operating officer of Inter-
markers Group. Despite the growth,
wiich continued a pattern that began sev-
eral yeirs earlier, Raud said the Middle
East siill represents only (.4 per cent of
the total world advertising expenditure,

JeanClande Boulos. vice-presidenmt
apd arez director of the Middle East and
AdTica, believes that Egypt has gzeat po-
iential as far as the advertising industry is
concerned. “However, this potential has
not yei been exploited. The Egyptian
population s over 60 million and. thus,

arg growing slowl such ws Swriz wn:
Jordan. By the sear Xim) the ann
budgzet for advertising ~hould r2uch 5!
billion. We have vs work bard 1o rel '
. he stres-ad.

In edditten o specibe. and  dis-
cusvions, oo fake alo enpoed nter-
<ction session wiene sateflite and viden
SORLTIOCINE, Y- Jied b the first tine
in 1he Middic Eost Delepates wers ubib
o interuct with people from fise Eu-
ropewit counuies on air. The sessir
con- 1240 v Bhree part. pasi. present
fuler o7 past explosed 1he mysterine
interaviions wl” Apcien; Exvplion culiu- .
— the first civilisation o which woen-

lows. sauti de Agpirre, comnsellor ar the § Powerful and effective mediom that gains  As a maner of fact, he s2id. it sold more

Finally, metal barriers, one small Argentine Foreign Trade Promotion § a comsumer’s comfidence by expluning  in Mapila than in Manchester. advertising expenditore should be bizger  munication  was  decumenied.  Inler-
metal detector and lots of angry people Departmen:. “Then, on Samrday, J why one product has an edge over an-  Arabadvertisers, businessmen and mar-  than it is today. From my view, it should  action-present examined the consumer -
arguing with security men. Must be the they, said. we wonld get things ar ‘{.other.,” Hamdisaid. & _ . . .2  keters worked hard during the’ ongress eacead miore then 5100 million.” be old  role w the informanen age and the a3

right place. The guands first oy to clas-
sify us by country. “Zimbabwe bere.

there.” But nothing moves.
Second ch is the quepe. “Now
get ipto ling — line please?” Still noth-
ing moves. Then the head officer
screams into his walkie-mikie, “T am

" closing here; these people are of po

use. They don’t have ihe proper ac-
creditation.™ Those who anderstand Ar-
abic look confusedly at their accredita-
tion cards; rthose who don’t just. get
angrier. .
Press centre officials leave us 1o our
fate while the rest of us move in-
stinctively towards two benches under
the one, and only, tree offexing shade. .
The arganisers have been courteous
enough 1o provide the kind of music
you bear in elevators. The music goes
on and a pleasant breeze wafts along.
At 1.10pm, a colleagne whispers far-
tively, “1 think we will get in.”

We do, but a collective rush for the
building where the trade fair is being
beld ends in disappeintment becaunse

near the stairs. Soltan was upsel aboat
his location. “The president did not

6.00pm; well they came at 10 and |
was. not what ‘we had ordered. Bm
said ‘okay, we will inake' do." The
plants still hadn’t amived and they
said we were not aliowed into the

. bt 5}

- building on Sunday for reasons of se-

curity. We got in eventoaily and here
we are.” bad no problems
froning ont such loose ends. “Every
thing we asked for we got immeds-
ately.” said 2 smiling Hosin Bagis.
commercial attaché at the Indonesian

Embassy.
participanis

Many of the Egyptian

- are regular dealers with G-15 coun-

tries, such as the private sector Kap-
dil Chandeliers and the public.sector
Nationz] Organisation for - Military
Industries. At the latte:_-’s]mbooth. Io‘-i-
mato paste production lines swmn

side by side wnh stainless sieal cuot-
lery and empty iosecticide contain-
ers. “G-15 countries account for
about 60 per cent of our total ex-
pors. -And for some factories, such
as the agriculural tractors factory,
Malaysia accounts for 85 per cent of

shragged.
some sort of mismderstanding.™

|

|

. Topics that came up for debate in-
‘clided freedom of commerdial ‘spesch,
‘rade and press as*well as globalisation,
self-regulation and the shift to new tech-

i in communication.
-elected TAA World President

io throw light on the importance of the

"advertising ‘industry in the Arab region.

In their opinion, the Middle East Joes not
have its due share of adverising ex-
penditure, although it has major in-
dustries and large purchasing power.

the Weekly.
Boulos said he was confidemt of the
growth of the industry in the Arab world.
are countries whick are growing
rapidly in that field like the UAE. Saudi
Arabia. Egvpt and Lehanon. while othens

vantages and disadvaniagzes of being w-
formed by sn many different wources :
through o 1nany high-tech vnenoels, L.
teracuon-futre Ioohed into e Toture of
communicadon wchnologics wnd their
impact on the coming aenicration.

Coptic church regains Wagqgfland

After nearly two decades of litigation, the Coptic church is regaining hundreds of
feddans of land seized by the government in 1971. Omayma Abdel-Latif reporis

In what is being viewed as a goodwill
gesture by the government wowards Cop-
tic citizens, the Ministry of Awgaf (rc-
Bgicus endowments) has decided after
nearly two decades of legal bartles 1o
hand - back to the Coptic Omnhodox
Chll;t:h 385 feddans of land it had seized
in 1971,

The move prompied Pope Shenovdah
I to make a rare news confercnce in

the directives of the political leadership
which seeks to establish justice and give
Coptic Wagf tand back where it belangs
— the Copuic church.”

The pmwsaid the government’s de-
cision * s that the problems of
Copis should be scnled within an Egyp-
tian, not external, framework.™

The move was hailed by prominent
Coptic figures, describing it as 2 good

" oroto: Nour Sosaw iDjustice to Egypt

and its people.” he said.

The pope explained thai plans 1o re-
store the Coptic Wagy' bad heen under
active consigeranon since 1996, adding
thai it was “long before the unfair cam-
paions against Egypi began. So, there
should be po jink between the two mat-
ters because resioring the Copric Wagf
reflects the wish of Egvplians. It is a
wisz Egvptian decision.”

lamic endowments, only Egypian cp-

dowments.” Sadek <aid.

But Isaac Abdou. head of the Copi;:
Endowments  Authority. said thar i
revenue of the Coptic Waigf was direcied
to the church znd any »utplus wis hep
by the mipi-try i <f.nd on charities for
the poor and nixedy.

Duspite the main: lawsuits won by the
church — degens of coun nilinar wer.:
pa- wd e favour of the choreh. por-

696 remaininy feddans.

"y

‘Pre-emptive’ clampdown on Islamists

FORTY-TWO suspected members of the underground Al-  tions. subversive acts or campaigns of violence. "They were

- An Eﬁg_!ish'Language School

REQUIRES Gama' . h ® . . o _ :
- a Allslamiva were arrested last week in the Nile Delta  simply anempting 10 revive the group’s activities, by forming . : Frrai ;
s province of Menoufiya for allegedly atempting 1o revive the ac-  cells in different areas, each led by an Emir,” Saryva said. qua_liﬁed andlor experienced foreign n_atwe
a tivities of the anti-government group, reports Amics Ibrahim. He praised the performance of security forces “who have English-speaking teachers to teach children

According (o security sources, the suspects used to hold meetings  been successful in pre-empring the revival of the aroup’s activs
in isolated areas i the towns of Menouf and Sers El-Layyan and  ities. Pre-emption is necessagy in the bantle agminst femmorists,
the’ village of El-Deberki o discuss ways of winamg new re-  who stant with thopghits and end with guns,™ he said.
cruits. It was at one of those meetings that they were amrested, the A police source, speaking on condition of aponymity, said
police clajm. They were remanded in custody for 13 days. the arrest of the militants was part of a new pre-emptive secur-
Speaking 10.Al-Ahrom Weekly, Staie Security Proseoutor His- ity stralegy. “The security anthorities siiach great imponiacce
ham Saraya sajd ihe suspected militants “confessed (0 inter- 1o nipping deviant trends i the bud. Otherwisz, they may rom
rogators that they acted to win new recrits under cover of pro-  into a serious problem,” the sotrce said.
viding them with religions teaching.” Since the bioody massacre of 58 toaists in the Luxor tampls
. He claimed furthermore that the militants also admitted that  of Hatshepsit kst November, Islamist militanic have bedn able ticni
they were members of Al-Gama’a Al-Islamiys — which has o launch only one terorist attack in southern Egypi six weeks E
been locked into a cycle of violence and counter-violence with  ago. In the province of Minya. four militams anacked a police
the siate security forces since 1992, patrol car carrying a police officer and three poiicemen. The four
" However, the amested militanis were not planning assaccing-  were killed 00 the spot and the assailas menaged tnescape.

in the Nursery, KG, Primary and
Preparatory sections.
We also require a native German-srsaring ¢
Teacher for the Primary and Preparaiory
section.

qualified and experienced
foreign native English-speaking
Principal for the Primary and
Preparatory Section.
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i Gamal Essam Ei-Din reports on a week in parlia

o % S T ; s
Kamal El-Shazli (L) and Fathi Sorour |

Members of parliament. as well as ob-
seners. were hen by surprise last Sun-
davy when a3 heated exchange broke out
between Speaker Fathi Serour and Kamal
Ei-Shasli. minisier of state for parlia-
meatans oftzits, This unusual arsument
between a cabinet minister and the pro-
sovernmeni speaker crupted in the course
of 3 debaie on a 4 [-page parliamentary re-
port dealing with 2 vanety of vouth is-
suies, There inciude pargcipation of young
peaple in political life. the spread of ex-
tremi<t and milisnt idenjogies in vouth
ciccles, unemplodyment and the political
ducation of young peapie.

Sureur. masing lrom the podium o ad-
dress the Assembhy from the floor as an
MP. ~ud that in forging 2 natonal ~trat-
vy vn yodth problems. 4 number of fac-
s should be taken imo consideration.
These include suttainable development
which addresses the loczl environment
and  the condidgens of  technelogcal
progress, and the mend toward slobal-
I<aipen which could nogutively  affect
vounz people.

Sorour then spoke ahout the role of po-
livwd parties in dealing with Youth issuey,
He said thal parties are responsible for the
political ¢ducation of the voung. “Parties
are the factontes of politics. and we do not
want them merely [0 appoini cadres from

S : .- S SN
ock horns on parliament’s foor

38 X E g 3 .-

NDP leaders
clash over youth

their ranks to espouse their principles.” So-
rour said. Then came the surprise. For So-
rour. all political parties have failed in the
confrontation with femorism and extrem-
ism. “Had they plaved their roles, we
wopld have overcoms this phepemenoen.”
he =aid.

Then came a second surprise. Kama El-
Shazli. parliamentary whip of the rufing Na-
tienal Democratic Purty (NDP), asked Amal
Osman. Arst Jdepun speaker. who was pre-
siding over the sesston, to give him the floor
e wspond w Sorour. “Scrour has spoken
about 3 number of is<ucs apd 1 agrez with
fum on most of them.” said El-Shazli. “How-
ever. [ disagree with what he has zaid abomt
the failure of palitical parties o combar ter-
ronsm. I'm here o emphasize that all the
partics, be they in the majority or oppositon.
have played their miles. each according to its
capability. | wonld remind vou. for example,
that the panies have hefd seminars and meet-
ings in all the governorates as part of their
elfors to combut terrorsm.”

Somour then insized on taking the floor
again to respond o Eb-Shazii. “lt scems
that Kumal El-Shazhi did not fully under-
stand whar 1 wanted ro say.” said Sorour. ~1
wanted to say that pasties. the National
Democratic Paty more than any other,
have made erear efforts. Qur ambitions and
expectations. however. are greater still. and

MPs warn
against water wars =

ment, in which debate cross

T e RN ey

ed party lines and NDP members exchanged pot shots

Parliament Speaker
Fathi Sorour was
involved in an unusual
verbal clash with the
minister of state for
pariamentary affairs

the fact remains that none of the parties
have lived up to these cxpectations. This is
their fajlure.™

El-Shazli tock the floor again, objeciing
this ime to Sorour's assertion thar he “did
pot fully understand™ whit Sorour said. 1
cannot accept that such words be uttered
about me and 1 request that they be deleted
from the session’s minutes.” El-Shazli said,

Nor was this the only occasion on which
the debate between deputies and govem-
ment officials threatened o get out of hand.

Ragab Helal Hemeida, the sole repre-
semtative of the Liberal Party. said the gov-
ermment had banned political parties from
disseminating their platforms among young
peuple on univensily campuses. He alse
said that Egvptians have lost confidence in
government officials and now strongly be-
lieve that the rule of law has completely
collapsed. “As for extremist thinking. it is
the media that provides young people with
the material that makes them tum 0 ex-
tremist ideologies.” he said.

In response. El-Shazli accused Hemeida
of being pessimistic. It is true. he said. that
political parties are banned by law from dis-
seminating their platforms on university
campuses. “but young people have the right
o join any political party they wish.” El-
Shazli also insisted that the {aw has retaiped
all ity authority throughout the couniry.

Parliament’'s National
Security and Defence

Commitiee was the scene
of a hot debate on alleged
Israeli attempts to interfere

Sameh Ashour. the sole representative
of the Nasserist Party, said young people
were reluctant o become iavolved I pot-
itics for a number of reasons. These in-
clude the rigging of elections, the heg-
emony which aging officials have over the
nation’s top positions and the control of
the information media by the ruling party,
he explained. ~All these factors have led
young people to the firm belief that they
are mot parmers in decision-making and
that what is said about Egypt being an oa-
sis of democracy and freedom is not orue,”
Ashour added

E)-Shazli responded that the problems
of young people are not the responsibility
of one party. “bat of sociely as a whole.”

Ali Fath El-Bub. the sole representative
of the Islamist-oriented Labour Party, ac-
cused the NDP of using a youth associa-
ton called Horus against young Islamists
on umiversity campuses. Strongly re-
jecting the charge, Abdel-Moneim Emara,
chairman of the executive council for
youth and spons, said the NDP has po
comtrol over Horus, “I don’t undersiand
why some people are prejudiced against
Horus. although this assoclazion has
plaved a big role in disseminating moder-
ate thinking and combating extremist ide-
olc_:r&gy on uujversity campuses,” Emara
said. ]

F

arghali

Abut-Enein

——— S

The srowing scarcity of water resatrees due w rapid pop-
ulation growth. vast land reclamarion projects. high evap-
oration rates and low rainfall could be a major flashpoint
for conilict between the River Nile Basin (RNB) countries.
with Israe] at the hear of any military confrontation. This
gloomy scenario was predicted by MP Mohamed Abul-
Enein. who is also a top entrepreneur, in a meeting on wa-
ter resources held Sunday night by the Peoples As-
sembly s National Securiry and Defence Commitiee,
Abul-Enein claimed that Uganda was the scene of a dao-
gerous “comspiracy” camried out by “some counmies.”
which be did not name. to limit the flow of Nile water to
Egypt. Although Abul-Enein declined to specify the par-
ties involved in the alleged conspiracy, be said that recent
reports suggest that Israel was implementing water pro-
jects in some RNB countries. primarily Ethiopia and
Uganda. which could be at Egypt's expense. For this rea-
son. Abul-Ene¢in emphasised that Egypt has to develop a
pew strategy for cementing bilateral relations with the
RNB countries to foil any attempt at “stealing™ Nile water.
According 10 Abul-Enein, the RNB countries are facing
runaway population prowth. “The RNB population stands
now at 250 million and is expected to grow to 650 million
or evel. in 2 gloomier scenario. to 800 million in the next
30 years.,” he said. “This is not the only challenge to
Egypt Some of these RNB countries have begun to adopt
far-sighted development strategies. with the help of some
international development agencies such as the World
Bank. and are intent on carrving out a aumber of water

projects as part of these strategies. Not to mention that Su-
dan is about o be partitioned into twe endties. with Mus-
lims in the North and Chrisdans in the South. And what
about the dams currently being built on the Nile in Ethiopia
and Sudan and our water agreements with these countries?
Al of these challenges require decision-makers in Egypt 1o
adopt a mew swrategy for dealing with RNB countries,”
Abul-Enein said.

Agreeing with Abul-Enein, Ahmad Galal Ezzeddin, an ap-
pointed MP. pointed an accusing finger at Isracl, charging
that it had made repeated attemprts to tamper with the flow
of Nile water into RNB conntries. “By doing this, Israel has
a prime objective. It is to put pressure oo Egypt to force it
to provide Israe] with Nile water from the El-Salam canal in
the Sinai to cultivate the Negev desert.” Exzeddin said. “As
you all know, there is a pational consensus for refusing to
provide Israel with a single drop of water. I do not want to
be compietely pessimistic. but I bope the Irrigation Ministry
has a counter-strategy for these worst-case scenarios.”

Mohamed Nasser Ezzat. a consultant to the imigation min-
ister, responded by conceding that Egypt is “targeted™ by
some foreign powers but insisting that water projecis in
Ethiopia and Uganda are by no means aimed at harming
Egypt. “Some of these projects have even proved to be use-
less such as the Fincha Dam which was buoilt in Ethiopia
with American assistance in 1964 op the Blue Nile, which
supplies the main Nile with 75 per cent of its water.” Ezzat

sard.
He also said that Egypt. Uganda and Ethiopia are bound

together by agreements signed in 199) and 1993 on regu-
lating the flow of Nile waier. Ezzat asserted that Egypt is
providing the RNB countries with all possible assistance in
their development plaps. “Egypt is currently helping
Uganda to establish an elecuic power station on Lake Vic-
toria. An Egyptian businessman. by the name of Mohamed
Metwalli, will build this station,” be said. “As for the Su-
danese. I think that we both are in one boat and they. there-
fore, are keen to coordinate with us on all Nile water pro-
jects.”

Abmed Fahmi, chairman of the Nile River sector at the
Imigation Min;siry, said that joint water projects with RNB
countries are a top priotity on the ministry’s agenda.

The civil war in Sudan, Fabmi said, has denied Egypt an
extra 11 billion cubic metres of water per year. He ex-
plained that the suspension of work on the Jonglei Canal in
southern Sudan deprived Egypt of two billion cubic meters
annually and-other planned projects were intended to pro-
vide Egypt with nine billion cubic metres. )

_Some MPs, angered by the rosy picture painted by the ir-
rigation experts, argued that they are simply technocrats
who do not have a clear onderstanding of politics. El-Badd
Farghali, a leftist MP, said that Israel has provided imriga-
ton and agricultoral assistance to RNB countries. “T hope
that our irigation experts have a greater understanding of
politics because water now is politics. They bave to co-
ordinate with the Freign Ministry to recognise that Egypt’s
pational secerity shoold oot only be viewed in muiitary
terms. bat also in terms of wars aver water,” Farghali said.

‘Wassat’ by
any other name...

Asked about these ideas and how different
they are from the old platform. Madi said
the Wassat “trend™ is based on Arab-Islamic
culture. “We had not put all our ideas in the
old platform, and the new one is a develop-
ment of idcas that we deem important”™ be

There was quite a crowd at the State Coun-
cil's Giza headquarters last Saturday. Doz-
¢ns of reporters and 2 camera crew waited
patiendy for two hours 10 hear the decision
of the Polincal Parties Tribunal on an ap-
peal filed by the Wassat (Centre) Party after
its original application for a licence was
rarned down a year aco by the Political Par-
fies Commitiee. As expected. the appeal
was thrown out by the 14-member court.

The would-be founders were clearly dis-
appointed. “We will continue along our path
and will contnue to seck other legal chan-
nels.” a grim-faced Abul-Ela Madi. the
leading would-be founder. told reporters.
Essam Sulian. another original Wassat loy-
alist. said the court made a mistake in wro-
ing down the appeal. ]

Forry-cight hours later. Madi went to the
Shura Council and applied for a licence for
another party. called Egyptan Wassat, with

answer.”

anotier pur. * new members. reguired by law for party formation. explaining the party's “terms of reference”
ﬂ\{ft_“ucﬂzﬁ:ﬁmafdﬁmd)id ;m sleep for  The altérnative was [0 IECNIT néw mem-  and another 1o Islamic Shari'a, Other chap-

-t-d- s i order to present our new plaf- bers 10 meet this legal requirement. “Thanks  ters come under titles such as “the main
many days to the Brothe leaders. we adopted a  principles of the political system,” “non-

. " L) l_we
form.” Madi wld Al-Akram Weekly.

did this rwo days after our appeal wasdre-
jected because we wanted o pat an et o

the speculations thar are going around. We
wanted fo present everyone with a practical

Madi, a former member of the ouilawed
Muslim Brotherhood, said that bad the ui-
bunal accepted his appeal, “we would have
been, more or less, confused and be-
wildered. Our original list of foonders muin-
ly inciuded people who were originally
Brotherhood members. Had the parny

a licence, we would have been faced
with people whe think that this is a Broth-
erhood party. although it is pot,” he said.

Madi admits that what be calls of the
“Wassat trend” only became crysullised
whea the Brotherhood’s eld guard put pres-
sure on many members. forcing them 0
withdraw from the party. With the exodus
of Brotherhood members two years ago,
Madi was left with less than 50 Wassat loy-
alists — the minimum number of members

pew platform aod won new members who
believe in our ideas,” Madi said.

The would-be founders of the Wassat Party, after
failing to gain legality, have bounced back with a

new application for a party with a slightly different

been

ers Union.

The old Wassar included only 50 mem-
bers, but the new Egyptian Wassat boasts as
many as 93. They include 39 workers and
54 professionals, of whom 19 are women,
two are Chrisiian and 10 are university stu-
dents. There are also some public fgutes,
soch as Mohamed Kashef Bl-Eryan. under-
secretary at the Ministry of Housing. Salah
Ezz, a Cairo University professor, Salah Ab-
del-Kerim, former deputy chairman of the
Engineers Syndicate, and Mohamed Abdel-
Latf, a board member of the Arab Publish-

The platform devores an entire chapier o

governmental activity,” “the

O el ety Wmmgf. Edited bx Wadie Kirolos

name. Amira Howeidy plays the name game

corruption,” and “the collapse of the pillars
of social jusuce.” Farther chapters deal with
eddcation, the environment, technological
development and tourism.

Although the platform of the old Wassat
received great attention from observers and
the press. the Political Parties Tribunal and
its predeccssor. the Political Parties Com-
mittee. found it no different from the plat-
forms of already-existing parties. That was
the stated reason why the panty’s applica-
tion for a license was sejected.

The question is: why go through another
legal bartle, if the chances of winning are
slim? During the past 20 years, the Political
Parties Committec has rejected applications
for the establishment of more than 35 polii-
ical parties. :

Bin Madi is undeterred. “We believe that
our position has improved and that we are
viewed differently as we become more ma-
ture in our thinking and in the expressiop of
this thinking.” he said. “All this makes ug
feel much more optimistic.™

Obituary

A star
of the |
’60s falls:

Another prominent
figure in a generation
of intellectuals
identified with the
1960s has passed - o
away. Ghali Shoukri, a leading literary critic and
political writer, died on Saturday at the age of B3
after a three-year illness. Khaled Dawoud
reviews Shoukri's rich and controversial fife

Borm ar the rown of Menouf, in the Nile Deila goverporat: 0 Me-
noufiya, on 12 March 1935, Ghah Shoukri comsidersd humself une
of millions of Egypuans who benefited from the 1952 agui-
monarchy revolution led by the late President Gamal Ahde}-Nosser.
Although he was among the hundreds of lefust inrellecnals who
were sent to prison by Nasser in the fate 1950y acd carly Sk
Shoukri repeatedly asserted his love for Abdei-Nasser and Nasser-
ism. ~Tt created hope and dynmamism in our lives. Nasey supported
social justice and the poor.” .

After his graduation from the Faculty of Asns. Cawro University.
in 1956. be worked as a teacher, Al the same time. he begas i ga-
reer as 2 literary critic. His first work. 2 stuedy of the Nagusb Mab-
fouz novel Zugag Al-Midag (Midag Alley). came on! in 1656 n
the four decades of work that followed, he wrote hundreds of rmag-
azine and newspaper arocles on Arabic literaturne. _

Like many of his generation who were maised op revolalionary
slogans of social justice. Arab unity and confronfanon against im-
perialism, Shoukri's dreams and hopes collapsed with the defea; of
Arab armies in the 1967 War against Israel. Nasser's death m 1970
came as another blow. “This feeling {of defear and frustration] was
not a general one, but it was a persopal mauer for cach isdividua
who belonged 1o that generation.” Shoukri said ia a recem: mter-
view. “The regime that followed failed 10 re-kindle hope in our
hearts.”

Shoukri once described his generation as “the happiest aad the
most moserable. We witnessed many changes over a very <ot pe-
riod of fime: the 1952 Revolution. the nationalisation of the Susz
Canal, unity with Svria. arrests of communijsts and Muslin1 Broth-
erhood members, the 1967 dafeat, the War of Attrition. the Octuber
1973 War and then the [economic] open-door policy and shifting
from one extreme 1o the other,”

Like many lefdst intellecruals, Shoukrs fell out with the late Pres-
ident Anwar El-Sada shortly afrer he came 1o power. In 1972, Sa-
dat decided 1o Jay off or reassign to other posts nearly 12(G of the
nation’s most prominent writers and inteliectoals. They included
Ahmed Bahaeddin, Louis Awad, Hussein Abdel-Razeg. Ahmed Ab-
del-Moeti Hegazi, Wabil Zaki and Shoukri. Many of those in-
tellectuals. including Shouksi. felt they had no choice but o leave
EgypL

%mukﬁ chose 1o go 1o Beirul known at the time as the ~“Paris of
the Arab world,” for the margin of freedom it enjoyved thea, Ong-
inally. he planned to stay there for two or three wecks to look after
two of his books
whick were being
published in Bei-
rut, bat ended up
staying for more

he poblished ar-
ticles in many of
Lebanon’s news-
papers and tamght
in lectored in its
universities on Hr-
erary cridcism.
When the civil
war broke out in
1976, he left for
Paris where he fin-
ished a PhD dis-
seriation in so-
ciology mmder the
supervision of
prominent French
orieptalist Jacques
Bemue.

Shoukri used to
refer with passion
o the vears he
spent in Beirut,
saying they were
the best years of

has close compections to the quality and meaning of whar you
write,” he said. “For how could any writer find himself in w:if;ng
uzless he enjoys the maximum amount of freedom?”

. Shoukri’s near-decade in Paris. “the capital of knowledge. civil-
isation and hwmanism”, meant more reading and greater knowl-

_From Paris, Shouksi weal to Tunis where he remrmed to academic
llffn. t::;;lgmlghr%mblc literature and criticism.

3, ugh contacts with friends close 10 Presi i
Mubarak, Shoukri was given back his Egyptian pases':g:tn:mlzo:?f
lowed to recarn to Cairo. Upon his return, he resumed his work as 2
weekly writer in the newspaper Al-Akram. His subjects were varied
like the 50 books he authored, ranging between literary criticism
and political studies. He was particularly concerned with the role of
the mteliectual in the modern Arab state, arguing that due 1o the au-
thoritarian nature of most Arab regimes. intellectuals have no
choice but to be “martyrs or state employees.”

In his weekly columns in AlAhram and elsewhers, he also
:fut:rcﬁ ? ag:acemc:.;xpaign against Islamist extremism. particularly
Misafons i 1954 pt to assassinate Nobel prize-winner Nacuib

According to close associates and friends, Shoukri's Coptic faith
was also an imporiant componeni in his character. Despite Being a
lefist, he maintained a strong relationship with Pope Shenoyda M
and repeatedly urged Christians to deal openly with their society in-
stead :;)f remaining isolated. He also urged Muslims fo rake pride in
Engl. § long Coptic history, arguing that this was an important part
of Egypt's heritage ‘Which must be taught in schools.

In 1993, Shoukri was appointed editor-in-chief of Al-Qahira
monthly magazine, which he described as his response to the back-
ward ideas of extremust groups. In this magazine, he published con-
troversial studies i poh;?, socic:!n?hgy end fiteramure, migeering

same militanis who mied 1o ki -
fouz. He affirmed the need for a pew phase of “cnht':'hk::m?"
stmilar to the one Egypt wimessed at the beginning of this century

Shoukri was also known for his devotion to the Palestinian cause
Opposition to normalising relations with Isracl before the establish.
ment of an independent Palestinian state and his suppont for Pope
Shenouda's decision 1o ban Copts from visiting Jernsalem.

In July 1997, Shoukri won the National Award of Merit for Li-
erature, the state's highest literary award.

In the summer of 1905, Shakri safferad his first stroke and ze-
'l;:mmed 'a a coma for more than a month. A few months later. his

ealth skightly improved, althoogh the left side of his body became
paralysed. But he used this slight improvemem: 1o rerurm immedi-
atelylomnng.@yearlater.hesuﬁemdasecondsuuke After
thai, he was bed-ridden and unzble to move. Close friends sav thar
on reason which may have hastened his death was the depressivn
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Economy 5

While brandishing the threat of sanctions, multinationals are lobbying for
Eqvpt's early implementation of GATT patent laws in pharmaceuticals.
Will this lead to much-promised foreign investments or monopolies crip-
pling to the local industry? Faiza Radi sought an answer

1 - Part ofa ¥eres phixionisiinn Eiown'as E1 Nifio,

“We should

e thot ourselves for the year 2005 . ‘creae iis
wi Agresment [vade relaied in-  have hrandished the stick of potential trade sanc-

tellectual property nighss] becomes effective i tioss.

Eﬂ?ﬁ”mﬂdmmpﬂ.gmm -jcan diug executives have mamed imo shouling

million of us beter be in perfect physical and:  eigners of reneging oo promises Io invest in  ecopomiss of the Sowh and deregviste re.  iries of te Sodt) — the

i accising the ! i " soct many analysts believe is especialiy vulnerable 10 the implementation of

after TRIPS hi " 4 _.of “siealing” formulas of drugs that typically cost  that covntries of the North actually conceived TRIPS. A thriving basiness, 30 Egyptian-based
Is vs.” The nieeting, sponsored by © "$500 millinn apiece ‘o invent,” reported 7he i imi

ufachiring industry. © 1o put the

own patent popl, Hid more often they  Iis books prinied in America, ANl this seems for-  isers, insacticides and pestivides.” explained Sha-
oo

ings berween Egyptian and Amer- and WTO ncgotiator 2t the Egyptian Ministry of  Although trads in intellectual propenty is far-

§
¢
%
:
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reaching ard encompasses virtually every arca of

Despile the Nonth's frantic drive to liberalise prodiciion, in Efvpd -— as in many other coun-

lical industry

corcpaniss export pharmacenticals to 51 coun-
trics. The industry also supplies 1wo-thirds of
Egqvpt's medicines that are available at an es-

motives for - tisated one-fifth the cost of imports and retail

US. multinationals soccessfully lobbied  introducing TRIPS in GATT was 1o enable its  according 10 governmemt-controlled price ceil-

macemtical Indusiries and chainman of the Egyp-
tian Association of Drug Manufactorers, agrees
that the government has a central role in im-
posing compubsory licensing o keep a balance
berween drug prices and the people’s averape in-
come. Corrently, life-saving imponied drugs are
already 100 costly for the majonty of Egyptians,
According 10 a 1996 price list of imported phar-
maceuticals, 30mg of Taxol — a medicauien
used for cancer therapy — sells for LE670 per
5ml vial. A three-week weatment of 10 vials
would cost a patient LE6.700. Taxol's patent
holder, Bristol-Myers Squibb, retails one mg of

’ . ot the coentry on the' American "s firms 10 capure more ch monop- ings. the drug in Egvpt a1 25 umes ils production cosis
A{}ﬁ_ﬂﬁﬂpiﬂm-oﬂhqﬂma]ém - “pdority watch Hst™ —-implying the threar of olistic higher prices, royalri the sale of  Cectral to the raging debate about TRIPS and — without having invested in its development,
on Tarffs and Trade (GATT), which Egypt :;de sanctions. Yet, there 15 o goaramee that  technology products and to place siff barriers piming local manufactarers against foreirn multi-  which was subsidised by the US government.

signed in 1995, TRIPS all member

countries to pay royalties for mannfactaring and  tract foreign investment in local R&D infra-
using the process and prodoction technology of strctore. A case in poinf is Brazil, a connfxy
palog e sanctions 1 speel S ey whieh faitiully complied wih aliational de
ctions as out by - mands and strip islatiop in ~ Shahin
World Trade Organisation’s M)meﬂ- - 1995 after mecompmng:l:hdged o invest $1.2
the
production

dement mechanism. In an effort to
transition to projected imcreases in
costs for developing countries, GATT allowed

preventing the technological development of po-  Eationals, is W question of increased production
tential new rivals from the South,” economist costs and the inevitability of having to import
Martin Khor, the director of Third Worid Net-  bighiv-priced patented drugs that will no longer
work, a Malaysian-based NGO, told the Weeklv.  be locally replicated come 2005. Opinions, how-
in agrees that TRIPS is heavily tilted in  ever, widely differ abown the extent of potential
S afts favour of northern mupltinationals, which own damage to the industry and the Egyptian con-
biflion in the pharmaceutical industty — a  most of the world's patents. “Developing coun-  sumer,
i tics, including Egypt, Brazil, India, Nigeria and ~ Dismissing the fear of skyrocketing prices,

Shahin mairtains that “in virneally all discase cat-

them a 10-year grace. period before imple- now aggressively denounces the unlicensed use  erty rights under GATT umtil the 11th hour be-  egories there is considerable compelition and an
menting TRIPS and adjusied relevant of technology as indusirial 1hefi of intellectual  cause they would be required Lo change their pol-  afrzy of therapewmic options for the physiciap and

legislation according to its provisions Ppropesty,

apan, in effect, de- icies of adapting intellecmal property righis to  the patent that keeps prices down.™ She stressed

Despite the grace period, US 'muktinationals meﬂmr industrial base by freely pirating their necds. These policies excloded cermain  that the Egyvptian government is commined o
technology. “The Americans were the products from patentability or provided shorter mainmirins price controls on the sale of cssential
the 19th and early 20th centuries. They  protection periods than the 20 years for which Jrugs. Consequeatly “intellectual property pro-

have been pushing Egypt and other developing
couniries to pass patent legislation sooner —  pirates of
sometimes luring them with seductive i

netimes Ty _ promises 1o give copyright 10 foreigness. Charles
of investing in moch-needed Jocal research and  Dickens; fo?;mmple. &v‘;alwaysangtybeaus:
development (R&D) projects — to help Egypt e never received any royaltes for the copies of

patent protection was generally granted by de-  tection would only marginally affect Egypt’s tar-
veloped countries for inventions relating te prod-  rification reguiation and policies,” Shahin added.
ncts such as pharmacewticals, chemicats, fertif- Dr Sarwat Bassily, owner of Amoun Phar-

“Our business as an industry 1s w provide af-
fordable medicine to the ian people,” ex-
plains Bassily. “If we cannot do that, we will be-
come irrelevant. TRIPS is an agreement solely
and exclusively wailored 1o increase multinational
profits. We don't object to profits, but what
about profit ceilings”"

Bassily poined to Viagra. the male potency
drug that just hit the marker. “Within one week,
sales recouped Viagra’s inal production costs,
But its patenthoider. Pfizer Incorporated, will
conlinue to pocket royalties for the nex: 20 years
and keep other potential manufacturers out of the
market. This is what TRIPS is all about: creating
market monopolies. And this is what we have 1o
struggle against and rencgotiale in the name of
&0 per cem of the world's people — 100 destitule
to pay for heahh care.™

Egypt has been suffering a heat wave that has se-
rionsly affected many crops. So far this year, har-
vests of groen vegetables, onions, wheat, com and

are hoping that cument extreme temperatures may
end soon, buf snspect that they conld well continne
oo into the summer withouat intesmuption. 5 ¥
According to Ali Se"da, first deputy minister of
agricultore; it was possible to.sec the heat wave -
+ Dk irswas difficuls.” he said. "We'ge still hoping~

‘thatit sgin’tlastioolang T o 1o i

te spack poit for 3 new EI Nito event, Such
%%ﬁmwuﬂmﬁ '
o e et

al panis of the world, which can have major neg- Sl
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Heat wave pushes crop prices higher

Abnormal temperatures, unpredictable storms — the full arsenal of El Nifio's freak weather is set to hit Egypt during the current grow-
ing season. Reem Leila l0oks at the precautions being taken to imit the adverse impact on agricultural markets

ricultere.

Nifo

'g_govcmmemhasalmadysurledmaaby
§ © eswblishing wave bamriers a1 vuinerable
& spots, but this initiative has not yet been

has started closely monitoring weather
anomalics and assessing their possible ef-
fects on agriculrural production in various
parts of the world, in order lo be able 1o
wam of adverse situations before they de-
velop 100 far for preventive action. - - -
According o Michae]l Hage, regional in-

According to a FAO report, global ce-
real ion is expected (o fall dras-
tically in 1998 ander the impact of the El

Cereal prices may
alsp be pushed up by nearly 20 10 30 per
cent, wilh international markets reacting
pervously 10 growing uncertainry. Until
the potential effects on 1998 rice pro-

Market report
Pfizer vigour

FOR the third consecutive week, the
capital marke1 index dropped in the trad-
ing weck ending 7 May. Experts agreed
that the decline in share valoe of the
Commercial Intemational Bank (CIB),
considered 2 market mover, clouded
overall market sentiment.

The performance of CIB shares weak-

even flowers have much less than ex- 9 geoeralised along the whole of the north- ened last month after jts general as-
pected. Farmers say that the heat wave has already ern shore. doe 1o 1is high cost. sembly decided to posipone a planned
caased them huge logses. Increasingly, El Nifio is being rec- LE250 million capital increase for three

months. Making things worse for the
bank was the 30 per cent drop in its nel
profit. CIBs net profit through the first
quarter of 1998 was LE37 million com-
pared to LEG7.7 million in the frst three
months of 1997,
CIB officials attribuled the plunge to
its cornering of up to LE24 million in
- taxprovisions o cover the increase in
tax paymenis after the amendments in-

", this .béaf” -wave -recors pegi Iy, says Se'da formation officer am the FAQ, this year troduced (o (he 1ax law earlier this year.
Since early November 1997 significant wacming there have been either severe floods or The problem was mirrored by the
-of sea-suxrface in'the Pacific Ocean drooght. in many countries in Africa, Junge in both jts shares traded in the
-has been observed. This is generally recognised as which have caused serious damage 10 ag- gyptian stock exchange and its Global

Depository Receipts (GDRs) changing
hands in London.

Transactions on CIB shares acconnted
for 22 per cent of overall markel tumn-
over through the week as LE72.5 mil-
lien worth of its shares changed hands.
However, it shed 8.36 per cent of its
sbare value 1o end at LE53.52,

The Jeading market winner was Pfizer

- are expected 1o rise by oo

A HEAT DOZE: El Niiio lies behind the heat wave of the past couple of weeks. More than drowsiness is instore  duction have become clearer, trader spec-

in Egypt,” says Ayman Abu Hadid, director of the

{CLAC), of the Ministry of Agriculiure and Land
Reciamation. “If it did, water wells alone would

of crop planting and can lead to premature ripe-
ness of both seeds and it which then quickly
oL -Wheat, barley, rice, tomato and green veg-
ctzbles bave already been seriously affected.
Moreover, the effects of this phenomenon may
well last for two seasons '5 smmebe hmcmgﬁ.
thongh in Egypt are likely 1o be limited 1o
one.Asaresu]:.tg?mofa]lEgypﬁanmeds
ore

According to Aba id, “This figure is rel-
atively low, and will decrease further by next

season, so there is no peed to worry.” In Abn

Hadid’s opinion, there is nothing that could have
been done at the national level to prevent the
;.'-a_lmgeh;b:ing donl;c by El Niiio, since the ungg:
ying changes in earth’s atmosphere are

bal. There is no way a single country can seek to
limit a ris¢ in regional or global temperature.

“Varions precantions are already being taken to
limit the impact of the phenomenon on agriculhare.
These incinde regulating the use of water for i
rigation, as well as increasing the supply of waler.
The new Tashka Canal is practical proof of the ef-
forts being made by the government 1o avoid the
damage El Nifio can inflict,” Abu Hadid.

BmEINiﬁolmmIat also its intervention in
Egypt to agriculture. It is cansing scvere ero-
sionoflhzg:oﬂhemsmsbore.AmdingmAbu
Hadid, this erosion could éventually lead 10 the dis-
appearance of a large amount of coastal land. The

ulation could well drive prices up by 40
per cemt curing the first half of 1998, The wheal
market has already shown signs of instability in
response 10 recent weather reporis, and prices arc
anticipated 10 rise by up to 25 per cent in the near
future. As for beans, the forecast hike is nearly 15
per cenl.

Whuit can an inlemnational organisation do, when
faced with a world that is gedting wilder and
warmer every vear? The FAQ, for its pert, is do-
ing what it can. “[We have] made certain arran
menis for assessing the essential agricultural m-
puts needed 1o restore ion in those
counmies adversely affected by El Nifio,” says
Hage. “An appeal for financial assistance to im-
plement emergency relief, shortwterm re-
habilitation and intervention will be
distriboted to the international donor community
in the very near future.™

Egypt, a pharmaceutical company.
which gained 26 per cent, closing at
LEY) The increase came amid news
e Sompen 8y o dacion o
new male cy i

Only two weeks after el%cl:mnics man-
ufacturer International Electonics (IE)
issued a two-million share capital in-
crease, another private company is fol-
lowing smit. Alexandria Real Estate In-
vestmenis. an affiliate of construction
group Talaat Mustafe, which iisclf has
14 affiliates, last week issued 600,000
new shares through private placement.
The aim of the offesing, which will raise
up o LE92 million, is 1o settle s debts
in addition to financing its planned ex-
pansions.

Edited by Ghada Ragab
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Insurance corruption slammed

Theroleofpublicsectorinsuranoecompaniesinamdceteoonmnywasthesubjectofheateddebatein

the People’s Assembly Economic Affairs Committee this week. Gamal Essam El-Din reports

I-JcmomyMiniseroussd'Bmm-bs-Ghﬂithisweekdeclmd

that inefficiency and underperformance are rife i the msurance -

9.pe D ot operalions i EEYPL, With totl
compazies fmvolved £1 391 billion in Sscal year 1996/

Bontros-Gheli’s statement to the Pwpie's-mﬂzldﬁx
ity .to a

1 the CAA veport, El-Chark bad contribined 95 per cent (o the
capits] of one real estale company without any obvious need 10
do 50 or any guarantee of a good return.

_“This is in violation of the insarance law [n0.10/1981} which
siates that capital contributions w joint vepture fitms by in-
surance ies should aot excesd 10 per cent cof the cap-
iml™ the report said The CAA also charped the same

. Teporl
" company with disposing of shares in Abu Qir Fentilisers and

Snez Cement Companics, vahued a1 LE62.7 million, a2 a dis-
count 1o the markes price, witk a loss of LE3.2 million.
For their pant, MPs that msurance companies have
. become 8 “stark exampie” of public misspending and manageri-
al corruption. According to Salah Shaladim, 20 MP for Svez
City, poor performence and financial malpractice ﬁmﬂt
monies invegiad by pelicy-holders to great risks. “The e-
port is quite clear that insurance companics have proved unable
to upgrade their administrative systems and put 1heir financial
resources o use. Worse siill, they do not bave a strategy
for dealing with free market ftion in the next centary,”
hcd.aihaalndimalsoacumuitheinmmewmpmi:sormr-
on and “cronyism’™.
mﬁiningfomwiihSlnladim.AhdaﬂahTayel.chaimmof
the Economie Affairs Committee, pointed out that ahbough the
insurance mm is one of tg;ve n;,osl. importan tﬁumomml:ﬂ'momls
throush which 1o promoie opment in a
Egyptiat industry has so far failed 10 act a5 an adequate savings
chamnel for the national economy, “In developed countries, the
insurance sector handles 5.7 per cent of personal savings. In
the sector holds a mere (.04 per cent,™ said Fayel
Minister Boutros-Ghali replied that urgent measures have re-
. c:mhnmmkcnmaddmsbmhfmm:inlaqdqdmiﬂmaﬁw
L in the insurance sector. Topping this list, be said, is
a-recent amendment to the insursnce law. “This Jaw will soon
v imcd bkt e ]ymcompanms'rmmehdti?é
. assermMies of insurance ¢
"'mdlﬂls.mismmdnmwﬂlléadmﬁghiu'mnﬂolmmeﬂ-
_nancial performance of these tompanies and thus belp ensure
that their fovestments are used profitably,” he said.

TN . ‘.

1 Visite du président Moubarak 2 Paris

Suppllient sur LEgypite en France.
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Talking
fixes

Netanyahu and Albright were looking for a
“creative fix" 1o the peace process in
Washington talks yesterday. The results

may spell disaster for Arafat, writes
Graham Usher from Jerusalem

While Palestinians are preparing to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of al-nakba (the catastrophe), Binyamin Ne-
lanyahn is steeling himself for a second meeting with US
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright in as many weeks., -

The two were scheduled to meetyesmday (Wednesday}
to “overcome remaining differences™ over the
proposal for a 13.1 per cent Isracli withdrawal fmm the
West Bank “so that we can proceed immediately with ac-
celerated ent stams talks,™ ing 1o a statement
released by US President Bill Clinton on Monday.-

The meeting appears to be the only frult of US special en-
voy Dennis Ross’s weekend tip to Israc) and the Occupied
Territories, originally intended to prepare for a summit be-
tween Clinton, Netanyahu and Palestinian leader Yasser Ar-
afar, which was scheduled to be held on Monday. No sooner

an, who wimessed the brutal massacve of

had Ross stepped off the plane, however, thap Netapyaho
made it clear that he would not attend any Washingion sam-
mit under American duress. He counseled, rather, that the
two sides wark op a “creative fix” to bridge the gap between
the US demand for a 13.1 per cent withdrawal and his own
insistence that any West Bank pull-back of more thac nine
per cent “endangers Israel’s security needs™.

Palestinians organised a series of events this
week to commemorate the 50th snniversary
of Ai-Nakba (the catastrophe), or the creation
of the state of Israel in 1948. Bundreds of Pal-
estinian refugee schoolchildren held a
“march of the keys” yesterday to mark the
loss of their family homes in what is now Is-
rael. In the picture above, a Palestinian wom-

more than 150 Palestinians in Deir Yassin 50
years ago, was prevented by Israeli police
ﬁvmhyingﬂowemnttheenmceoftheh-
mous Palestinian vill The highlight of the
week will be a series of mass marches and ral-
Lies to be held acrogs the West Bank and

Gaza today, the anniversary of the proclama-

tion of Israed’s independence. Yesterday
Palestinian was stabbed to death by a Jewish
extremist while walking in a Jerusalem
neighbourhood. This was the sixth attack on
an Arab &ws ultn-otr;hodnx
neighbourh ea Shearim in the
snmonths,ﬂmughﬂneﬁ:sthtalme. past
(phom.mwedZighan).

The “fix™ may have been met, though the details are
murky. According to the [smaeli newspaper, Ma'ariv, the
chiel component of the “compromise formula™ currently being
toutexd is that Israel initially vndertake a redeployment of nine per
cent. The remaining four per cent needed to comply with the
American proposal would be held in “trust™ by the US and trans-
ferred to the Palestinian Authority (PA) once it has folfilled fis se-
curity obligations under the 1997 Hebron agreement.

But there remain differences berween the US and the Israclis
even over this formula, which is presumably why Albright wanted
to meet with Netanyshu sooner rather than later. According to Is-
rael’s Ha'arer; newspaper on Monday, Netanyahu wants the ter-
ritory “entrusted” to the Americans to be four per cent. But the
Americans want two per cent as a way of dragging the Israeli lead-
er from nine per cent to a “double digit redeployment”™. The Amer-
icans also want the “entrusted™ territory to be transferred to the PA
at a date close 1o the second redeployment while Israel is looking
for a probation period of between six months o a year.

It is not yet clear whether the PA has been consulted abour these
pew arrangements. According to PLO negotiator Sach Erekat, the
only American proposal the Palestinians have accepted is one that
cails for a phased redeployment of 13.1 per cent. “We won't ac-
cept a centimetre less than that,” he said on Monday.

Should Albright and Netanyahn reach some kind of deal after
their meeting yesterday, Arafat will be under erormous pressure to
accept it, however “creatively™ it is Exed.. For many Palestinian

Yassin’s

charm offensive.

g from Gaza via sat-

While the Palestinian Authority has vnity.” Speakin

commentators, this is the inevitable deronement of a Palestinian

gouahngsu-aﬁegythathasplacedallmmdsmmeAmencans
hands, This is why there has been increasing criticism of Arafat’s
decision to accept the American proposal, even from inside his
own Fateh movement.

By accepting the American proposal of a 13.1 per cent with-
drawal, says Fatah Central Committee member Hemi Al-Hassan,
Acrafat has agreed to enter the final status talks with only “around
16 per cent of the West Bank wnder the PA’s full control and 22
per cent under its partial control.” He added that “this leaves Israel
with 62 per cent of the West Bank to bargain over.” gravely weak-

ing the Palestinian position when it comes to negotiations on Je-

settlements and borders.

Bmwhmwmnsmgmnstconcammong?aleﬂ:mm:sthecon—-

fusion over the third redeployment, supposedly guaranteed (by the

mmUSSmyomeeWarmChnstophu} in the 1997 Heb-
ron t to occur “no later than mid-19987, In an interview
with the The Gulf newspaper on & May, Arafat said that under the
American proposal the third redeployment has been devolved 10 a

committec” made up of the US, Israel and the PA. -

The Israelis are insisting that this commhittee be “collapsed™ into
the final status pegotiations on borders. US Skie Department
spokesmnn,]mRubm.onlysaysthat“theremd:ﬂ'mm:er
pretations” over the third

The ongoing hlgh-proﬁle tour by
Hamas leader, Ahmed Yassin, of
Arab and Islamic countries has Arafat
more than a little concemed. Tarek
Hassan in Gaza and Khaled
Amayreh in Jerusalem report

wsmlsraelmdﬂmPAhaveoftheOslopmmss Netanyahu in-
sists that he has an American tee that the extent of any fur-
ther will be on the basis of Israel’s security needs
which “we [Igrael}, and we alone, will determine.” The Pal-
estiniang argue that, while of [and are not specified in
the Oslo Acconds, what is specified is that by the end of the third
redeploymt.lsmelshouldbeoutofeverywhﬁemﬂleWm
Bankexoep:forseniements.ﬂast]emsalemand “specified mil-
itary locations.™ Taken together, say PA. officials, these three areas
compromnsenomoreﬂ:anmtompercemoftlmWesthk,wuh
the rest under the PA’s full or partial control.

Until there is clarity on the second and third redeployments it is -

difficuk fo see how resolving the current crisis in the Oslo process
will not produce a greater crisis as soon as the final status talks be-

gin. . .
But most Palestinian analysts are convinced that the only way
Netanyahu will accept a second redeployment of 13.1 per cent is in

retuen for a cancellation or “postponement” of the third. Is it pos-

sible that Arafat would agree to this — ander US pressure — sim-
ply to keep some mutant of Oslo alive? -

“If he does so, it will be ope of the most fateful decisions of his
political career,” says Hani Al-Hassan. *“To postpone the third re-
deployment as Netanyahu wants is to accede to his vision of a final
settlement .

redeployment. mwh.whlsraelkcq:sﬁﬂpu'centoftheWestBank.No
ﬁue&ﬁmmrhmmmmgum&ehmofﬁewﬂuﬁng—?ﬂmﬁmﬂmmmptﬂm” .
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the South Affican govemnment, re- atollah Al Kbameopei. as
well as with President

™ alive or dead.” Umm

not officially reacted to the generally
warm welcome which Hamas spiritual
Jeader, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, has re-
ceived on both official and popular
levels during his Gulf tour, the heavi-
lv-censored Palestinian media has ig-
nored the news almost completely. In-
deed. some PA officials termed
Yassin's extended tip as “coming at
the PA's expease,” “harmful to the
peace  process™ and  evem  “ir-
responsible.”

Nabil Amr. one of President Yasser
Arafat's closest advisers. last week
signalled the Palestinian leadership’s
dismay at Yassin “inflammatory re-
marks™ against the Osle peace process,
saying they were “harmful to pational

ellite wuh Duba.l satellite television,
Amr labelled the plethora of television
interviews which Yassin (he didn't
mention him by name) bad given as “a
campaign of political sabotage.” Amr
complained that Yassin’s media blirz
was:_veaie:i;;i.:n::bandb!uslimwp-
port for the peace process,
which he said was incompatible with

Incensed by Yassin's outspoken at-
tacks on the peace process and what
he calls “the scandal named Oslo,” PA
officials reportedly sought to convince
some of Yassin’s hosts not 10 receive
him, or at least to try to convince him
to toue down his vitriolic smarements.
The sole exception was the refusal by

portedly at Arafar’s request, to grant
Yassin an entry visa into the country.
The PA found some solace in the
South Au.icup step, buz Yassin simply

occupation would soon be resumed ir-
respective of what the PA says or
feels.

However, what seems {0 have an-
gered the PA the most was the con-
ceivably wide popular support which
Yassin's vour may have gained for Ha-
mas among the sizable Palestinian ex-
patriate commpnities throoghoiit the
oil-rich Gulf region.

In Iran, Yassip had an andience with
the country's top Islamic leader, Ay-

Mohammad Khatami and
former Pruu!ent Al Ak- i

which natnrally views
with anxiety any sugges-’
tion that its tation
of the Palestinian people
is questionable ar objec-

tionable. Iran also

\Eﬁ".l-'h;

(.(77’1!?(7

agreedlo release
Palestinian

Al’alsﬂnland:ﬂdnvsaﬂamasﬂagdnnnga-
POWs who were rally in the West Bank fovm of Hebron on ‘Sat-

Forgotten but

not forgetting

. The Palestinians in Lebanon

marked the 50th anniversary of
their dispossession with litile
hope for retumn, or even more
humane conditions while they
remain in exile. Zeina Khodr
reports from Beirut

As Israel oelebn:esnsSOﬂxanmvemlry
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians
remember al-nakba or “the catastrophe” of
1948 when they lmthemuggof
generations have o
Palestinian refugees here to around 350,000.
For the past 50 years, these refogees bave been
living and are being brought up in the memory
of the day when they were forced into
abandoning their homes.
“Israeli planes
being killed. There was chaos,” Abu Mohamed
recalled, as he talked to Al-Ahram Weekly.
“Ahhough I am 0ot in my country —

- Palestine — [ have Palestine living in me,”

22-year-old Fadi Hamad told the Weekdy. *1
wear this pendant — a map of Palestine — on
1y neck, and I try to participate in activities
' that show my Palestinian identity. I think,
eventlnughwefaoemanyobsmles,refuges
cannot do anything but keep hope alive.”

They all dream to retumn. With tears in his
eyes, Abu Mohamed slowly whispers: “We
wmﬁmﬁckmr'alesmlmmdlem
my wy country.”

But is all they can do. Peace talks
between Israe) and the Palestinian Authority
have heen deadlocked. The fate of Palestinian
refogees is tied to a final peace settlement,
which currently seems to be out of reach.

*“We all live in hope. But at the same time
we will continue to fight to return,” Sultan

- Abu Aenein, the PLO’s representative in
Lebanon, told the Weekly. “If we stop the
ﬁght,wawx!lheburymgournghts and the
Palestinian cause.”

Whﬂeﬂ:ehopeofmmmmmﬂ:eheaﬁsof

Ovuﬂ:eyem.Palestinianmfu,geesin
Lebanon have been suffering from dire
socio-economic conditions. They live in 12

across the country. Long, narrow, winding
streets, ramshackie huts and unpaved roads are
all too common in the camps, which Jack basic
-infrastructore. On every street comer, there are
piles of garbage. Children play barefoot and
ndemelrhcyclesmnmowaﬂeysmslmdof
parks. Most of them live in one- or two-room
cement homes with tin roofs.
“We haye suffered. I lost a son during the
Iﬂ'aahmvas:onandanoﬂmrsonhasbm
Jfor 13 years. I do not know if he is
Mohamed, Her
~“hoshand, Awad Salsh . has been
bed-ridden for the last 10 years. They live ina
one-room house. “What do they want me to
‘do? My husband and ] cannot work. Do they
want me o beg in front of mosques? There is
10 one to help us but God.”
Palestinians hege receive health and

.. edncational services only from the United

NanonsRehef:ndWorksAgmcy
(UNRWA). UNRWA relies on dopor nations
for funds. While it is deing its best to provide
mchmdedsmsm:tmwdesnmmt
epough. “The problems we face mainly stem
from the fact thit we need more money than
we get,” UNRWA's director-general,
Wolfgang Plaza, told the Weekly. “We need

- more money in Lebanon than in other

countries where we operate becanse life here

: lsmo:eupensweandmlrmleisvurymcia]

for the re
Bul’lmdemedﬂm:helevelot‘then

ver since they sended in Lebanon,
Palestinians bave been denied basic services

ﬁghl:mg on Iraq's urday. In the backgronnd is a of Hamas’ them to setfle i Lebanon. Officials
duming  the spiritual leader Sheikh Abmed Yassin (hoto: AFF) fear that Palestinians on Lebanese
elght-year Imn-Imq soil woold upset the £ demographic
Arafat was particulady womied . - Nevertheless, the Palestinim Is- ‘I‘heFLOsrep:esenhnvemuhanon,Abu
by Yassin's visit to Saodi Arabia Jamist leader was careful throughont - Aenein, sharply criticised the government’s
wl_mehewasxwogwdly_weure- his tour not to attack or. insul Arafat policy towards the refugees. “The aothorities
ceived by wop Saodi officials. Ar-  personally. In fact, Yassin reiterated mmtmungnsfmﬂy,weshould‘begvm
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afat visited Sandi Arabia while
Yassin was
but the two
was accompanied by Al-Tayeb
AbdalRahnn.oncot‘hxsclom--

Palestine were nearly all Amer-
- ican Jewish Zionists who, Yassin
- claimed, hold views very similar
© those held by Israeli Prims -
Minjster Bil i
and other extremist Israchi lead-

several imes Hamas' position thar “it
wan’t.allow, under any circumstances,
m—Pﬂman fighting -0  take

still in the Kingdom,
did not meet. Arafat

response {o a question by a.caller dur-
ing a phone-in op an Al-Jazira sarellite
television show, adding that “we have
to take theleswofﬂ:ctwoevﬂs in
this case.”

Yassin's statements and views  Yassin's tour is viewed in the Pal-

estinisn territories ag a great plos for

towr acquired Hamas, in the face of American
after the fallure of last week’s and Ismeli efforts o isolate and weak-
London talks. He ofina ep the movement by cumiing off its

stropger as a zesult of Yassin's tour. It

Nezan

'fhsmaredhng"deasmnm .

gion. Islamist leaders in che region ex- -
pect the movement will' become-

ummun‘edthﬂ?hasbeenable_

“how the Palestinian refugees

rights,” he said,
“Iamsunymsaytlns,bu:onrueaunentby
Ld:anr.segovemmmnsnotoneofa
brother. We did not come here loaking for
food or ag tourists, we came because we were
escaping "’ another Palestinian
official i the Mar Elias camp in Beixut told
the Weekly. “We are not treated as human
beings. We do not want to stay. We would go

. backtoPalesuneanyume Thegovcmment

shnuldnotwouy
Palestinians have also lost hope that the

current peace process and the 1993 Oslo

Accords — reached between the Palestinian
gmhﬁmyma;dhul-—_nwrﬂmthmr@;
retam to Palestine. “Tt is oot a peace process
bmapoﬁncalsen:lmnta:med f

relinquich our right to return, whi
mhnmdeNGmaIAssemb‘!:;“s
Resolution 194, Wemllnotgwemls We

: wﬂleonnnncmwm-klmtilaHqusrem

- Aveglected and

S e———
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Turabi’s
not-so-hidden
agenda

The fundamentalist Sudanese National Is-
lamic Front leader Hassan Al-Turabi is re-
sponsible for the recent setback in normal-
isation attempts between Egypt and Sudan,
writes Abdel-Azim Hammad. Yet, Al-
Turabi's miscalculations cannot reverse a
process which has already started

The Sudanese govemment and
southem rebels disagreed gver the
results of their latest round of peace
talks in Nairobi, ensuring that no
solution to the ongoing war is at
hand, writes Mohamed Khaled

.i.al ii“ 9
and fighting

Kance (NDA), ¢laborated con the deep divisions separating
the SPLM and the government. He said, “While the SPLM
- calls for 2 new, democratic and secular Sudan that is based
on separating religion and the siate, the strasegic position of
the governmeni, dominaied by the NIF, is 1o establish a the-
ic religions stale wherc a certain religion would dom-
inate others.™ Abu Fissa said thal the government had prac-
_ rli .a few weeks ago. “The constitution reaffims
branded  the role of Islamic law along with the NIF's monopoly of

between the government and the SPLM. 2nd the apenda for
patting an end 10 the war in soxthern Sudan were accepied.
At thc moment, the pictore has changed. The war has ex-
tended to other morthern parts of Sudan The crisis is no
longer:hcwarinsomhﬂnsmnbmhasgmcfarbgmd
that — o the lack of democracy. massive violarions of ho-
man righis and the cucgorisation of Sudan by the inter-
national community as 3 terrorist state.” said Ahe Fisca,
Ammnan rided our the poss:ibitiry of reaching 2 futore agree-
menl with the government. “SPLM i5 nol optimistic about

ki
:

the talks a fallore. Kenyn's foreign minister, wh bosted the " be : gress gime. W'
A > power,” be’ added. an that may occur urader the current re . We . . -
talks, said that the L does not mean that | The Nairobi ks, held ander the anspices of the African aré mof positive about the goveramest s credibility ~ He cit.  The relatively shorp tone of the latest Foreign Ministry
are on the verge of a major breakthrowgh, but there is regional Ismergovernmental Authosity on Development ed the government's recent promise 10 return seized Egyp-  SLl€ment on the current Egyptian-Sudanese nommalisation
certainly p L ~(IGAD), colacided with a referendum last week on the new  tian propertics in Sedan, “When the Egyptian delegation process reflecied Egypi’s profound disappointment at Sudan®s

laxily in implementing agreements reached recently between
the two conniries. The carefully worded staiement carried two
messages: first, that Egypt is keeping the door open for more
rounds of talks 10 normalise relations with Sudan; 2nd second,
that Egypi is still prepared 1o engage in forther taiks aimed at
achieving national reconciliation between the government and

So fiﬁon i £ alread

ar, is not contemplating a review of s

taken o is!;:gr'gt\-e relations with Sudin. Boih the ugmde 7
agreement and the agreement Io resume river transportation
have been finzalised at Sudan's request. In fact, the
Egyplian-Sudanese Commodily Export Programme —
established within the framework of the trade asreements — is
continuing af business-as-usual rates. ensuring Sudan the same
payment and financing siructure jn spite of the relatively large
debt owed 1o Egypt which had accroed even before the
agreement was renewed.

An Egypiian delegaion (including representatives of the

weet 1o Khartoom, It spent 10 davs in fruitless aegotiationsa.
If the government is not credibie in soch minor issnes with
a neighbouring country like Egypt. how can we count on its
promises on issues relating to lasting peace in Sudan™

Some analystc believe Sudan offers the example of an eth-
no-religious conflict that wansformed siowly, but surelv.
intoe a complicated conflicc The cuwrent regime. in tem,
made it more complex by womicg the conflict into 2 holy
war versus the encmics of Isiam.

More doubts about the fusure feasibiliry of the talks are
¢cast by Amman “The 1972 Addis Ababa accord [whben a
peace agreement was reached betwesn the government and
southern Sudansse rebejs] proved that a lxsting peace is im-
possible in the abseace of 3 national consensus. This is ab-
solutely lacking in the current negotiations.™

portan, it is wo early to conduet 2 referedum on a con-
stition while the issue of war is not yet senled.”™ be added.
. 'IGAD mediation started in 1992, Five rounds of peacc
falks were held in an attempt to rcach a peaceful scttiement
- to the ctvil war iz Sudan, None of the rounds, incloding the
. last, progress since all ended withom resolving the
most contentions issur: separating religion and state.
Arman and Abut Eigsa douabis about IGAD's for-
mula and sgenda. “Io the past, the formula for bilateral talks

- T ' . . : ' o .
by 4 N 0 0 . t Abdel-Hamid Mehri, former m of foreign affais, defence. public works, education,
- ' ' secretary-general of Aigeria’s higher education) spent 10 days in Kbartoum recemly
LA . < . awaiting the hand-over of E; an propetti hich
SR : . . p I 0 : n National Liberation Front, tells Sudanese apihorities had coﬁﬂ’amd from E?y:ﬁans living in
R : : K Amira Howeidy that unless real Sudan in the mid-1990s as relations deteriormed betwesn the
- : : two couniries. Before closing that unhappy page in

political solutions are adopted, the
, country’s six-year-old state of
violence is bound to continue

Sudanese-Egyptian relations, 17 Egyptian ierrorists who had
fled to Sudan were (0 be extradited back o Egypl.

After that, the two countries were expected Lo procesd along
parallel lines to solve the problems between them. First, the

Wl
T

. L .
Ty TR dtey :

Two weeks ago, the Algerian government
disclosed infomation on.the complicity of
a mumber of poveroment officials and po-
licemen who are accused of mprder, abuse
of power, theft and corruption. So far, 128
cases involving members of - the -govern-
ment-armed self-defence groops (SDG) are,
being tried. But has this move eamed Al-
geria the credibility it desires? And will it
put an end to the by hvman dght
groups, the UN, the EU and the US to al-
Iow 1 investigations into the on-
going violence? Morcover, are they the
only cases

To Abdel-Hamid Mebri, former presi

of the National Liberation Front (FLN), and

sebrm—smeralofﬂ:éNnﬁ‘dnﬂ.Aﬁbbon- _

|_ference. the simple answer .o @l these
. { "questiops is, “No. . .

In 2o mterview with Al-Ahram Weekly,
pablished on the violations committed by
the SDG “was well-known to the geperal

jan public, bat was subject to an ab-
solute blackout from the state-ran media™.

Now that the authorities have permitted
the release of information on specific viola-
tons, said Mehrd, the queston is aumto-
matically posed: “Are these violations the

fofl reality of what has been going on, or

just a sample of the many more cases that

“Critics who '_ ly wamed ofstut‘lﬁ
conseqaences of apning civilians are
worried,” he said. “We are taiking bere
abour 200,000 armed people.”

Why then did the government release
such information? T believe that the timing
is pot so much signi i as it was -
evitable. First of
more to hide everything. Secondly, it is an
indirect response to the pressing demands
powhmﬁcvenfgn:qgro—govmmentpolﬂ-

jcal parties and mdmdna!s calling for an
Investigation into certain of the vi-
olence in certain massacres. -, they

of governmental transpressions? .

it is oot possible any- _

| but pessimism

hope this information will comfort
those farcign cir;_:ls which have re- .
peatedly called for transparency on
the violations,” Mebri said.
He wamed, bowever, of the pos- .
sibility thai what has been disclosed -
is only “part of an on-going reality.™
This ibility springs from the na-
ture of these self-defeose groups
which, Mebri contends, are not qual-
“A poain concem here is the deviation
of these groups from their anmounced

objective, which is to protect civilians A pdel-

and their property,” he said.

The violations comwmitied by the
SDG support many of the accusations voiced
by varicns human rights groups, yet no mea-
tion 'was made by the Algerian goverament of

.the alleged complicity of the army in the mas-

sacres. A report issued by the London-based
Amnesty International eadier this year cited
several where massacres occurred
Just metres away from military camps.
More than 85,000 people have diad since
the ontbreak of violence in 1992 which Alger-
ian officials blame on the Armed Islamic
Group (GIA). ’
“But the circnmnstances of these massacres
raise questions as to the identity of the per-
- 'mmwmk vilians
this i in ing civilians,”
Mehyi explamed. “All these guestions are be-
ing asked by the Algerian people. and un-
fortupately they remain unanswered.”
However, he said, the following conclusion
is inevitable: “That violence is practised by
several parfies... Some of these parties do not

_have a recogmised identity or aim.”

_*It is more than likely thal some parties
would actually like to ses the Algerian crisis
continue with no solution, even if this means
committing more massacres,” Mehri said
Asked 1o specify who he meant, he replied,
“Thuse who refuse real change and a2 dem-
ocratic political solntion.” B}

" A question

of conspirac

* anybody's gocss. The North Afican coun-
:l;'isinthemit!.st_tofabloodgfﬂmﬁﬂhﬂ
bas killed tes of thousands of people since

exgmple of ferrorism m
Efsaid,mauhahngﬁﬂh

4f there has

" ment"s security forces had made sub-
" jtants whose activities, he added, bad

appwedmouopﬁmisﬁcabolitsolv-
ing the Arab secority disputes: “Even
besn  some mis-
ing in the DOW We art

remarkably declined. “We proved .
that point m 1997, inviting mote than

800 Amb and Exropean journalists 1o

visitthcsimswﬁchhavfheenmemwgm

thearres of bloody attacks.” -

" 'banned Islamic Salvation Fromt brompht out

over 100,000 supporters into the streets of Al-
i Today, the chance of mass onrest is
said to be small. .

- PeAfier two and 2 half yeirs, Algecia bas:

Jiament and presidential instifutions. Thus, all
gma-sofl?l':ﬂdm national dialogue, including
major ofes, A within the

-d:INoaaﬂcsyumofﬂlem”m:sour
sapd.

Padmmt.!_.the Arab Bar Union and Amab
Parlinment. Mansour said that the troika ex-
| satisfacsion ‘over 1} .

_ures maken. :
While the Alpcrian blames ex-

f ﬂlisyqullgniaagmdmmeivea
e of i

" emists of the Islamist militany grotp GIA for

the bloodshed, sinte security forcks are al-
leged to be involved in some of the mas-
sacres. Mansour denfed the accusations, say-

Hamid Mehri

y?

reject

rlayed" by the out-

awed Islamic Salva-
ton Front (FIS).

_ Last summer, the FIS — which won the leg-
islative clections in 1992 were immediately
cancelled by the aimy — apnounced an on-
conditional vnilateral tuce following the re-
lease of its leader Abassi Madani from prison.
“This truce was completely ignored, as if it
was an insignificant gesture to the
escalation of the crisis,” Mebri
“Moregver, the wruce was met with further
hard-line policies that stood against any co-
ordination between the FIS and (he other po-
' This proves that the regime docs

proves regime not want
a political sofntion or that it believes that the
crisis is actually over and that the institutions
it has formed are the rea! political sertle-
ment,” he added.

Bat six years afer its liquidation, what in-
fluence does the FIS, or its military wing, the
Islamic Salvation Army (ISA), have on poliz-
ical decision-making? “The popular base of
the FIS is there, and is still very powerfui in-
deed... The FIS is still capable of playing a vi-
tal role in eliminating the viclence, bot the
governmenl has to allow it 1o do so, and as far
as | can see, they don™ want t0.”

removed Mehri from his post two years ago
— is now being repealed with the Islamic-
oriented Al-Nahda, “The govemment de-
signed the {June 1997] parlamentary elec-

no longer believes in a political solution,
does nor wust the electoral process and is
faced with efther depression or resorting o
violence,” explained Mehri.

it was mtemnational pressure that
urged the disclosore of the SDG violations,
Mehri does not believe such pressare could
the governmenl fo adopt “real” polit-
ical sohurions. “The foreign factor is more
or less determined by where those nations”
interests lie. | am not inclined to believe

B

the regime any further,” be said.

The question is, how can the cabinel im-
plement zmy of s ambitious economic
plans while the violence continzes? *“The
governmeni is going abead with its reform
plans: privatising the public sector, laying
off thousands of employees and workers,
hoping it can streagthen the private sector.
But this is not working and cannot work be-
cause of the violence.” Mehri said.

The reason the government is unwilling to
compromise, be added, is that “Algeria has
sufficient oil revenoes that it does not aced to
Po!nptmniscyu.“‘il:yhcnlchDPgoesfb\[vn.
it is compensated by cxports, “thus winning
pew alties among Enropean countries.™

Though he admits his view is bandly an
encouraging one, Mehri is sticking to it:

“Until Algeria recognises the series of cri-
ses it is facing, and which are there Lo be
seen by all, there is no option but to be pes-
simisgc,”

The Algerian interior minister blames the
bloody violence in his country on “foreign
circles” and denies accusations that the

regime may be partiaily responsible for the

sacres. According to Mansour, “There is ao
mystery about the subject. Some cilizens re-
currently being investigated through judicial
channels which enjoy absolute mdependence
and in which the Algerian people trast™

‘But he added: “We are humans and making
mistakes is one of the characteristics of hu-
;-“?isﬁmm‘-namre.'lhcrcmviohﬁommdlhﬂeis
Intemationa! humem rights gronps, es-
tmating the nimnber of those who had died in
Alperia’s six years of unnest at 80,000, have
cafled on the mternational commuaity 1o in-

of buman ri are the last people who
should talk. Such accusations levelled at Al-
geria, as well as at some other Arsh countries,
are pan of the “wade of toman rights® which

massacres of civilians. Amira lbrahim met
the Algerian official while on a Cairo visit

works to revive the dream of colonisation.
The UN Homan Rights Committee did not
condemnn Algeria for any violation,” Man-
sour said.

Mansour regretted the double standards
employed by Wesiern governments which,
be said, use the issoe of terrorism against
Arab governments and ignore it when it
comes (o lerrorism I their own com-
mumities, “When a ferrorist attack occurs in
Western countries, the media describe it as
‘brutal’ work carded out by ‘barbaric”
groups. But when it 1akes plare in Egypt or
Algeria, they deliberately use temms such as
*militant groups™ or ‘militant opposition” 10
distort the Arab image.”

The Algerian pgovernmem hos romed
down offers by the European Union and the
United States to send a commitiee 10 in-
quire ino the massacres. “Some European
coanries made bets on the exmemists tak-
ing over, They piammed, fonded and pushed
in thar direction Even European govern-
menes, which have long had reletions with
us, have not learzed from the lessons of the
past. Otherwise, they wonpld bave rec-
ognised thar Algerians do not, and will pev-
o accept, inzervention in their infernal af-
fairs,” Mansogr said.

Mansour criticised Western governments
for providing shelier to errorists and called
for serions action to break teworist mpet-
works operating in Europe. “This would
belp us uproot terrorism and prevent at-
tempts 1o intervene in the internal affairs of
countries in the name of buman nights”
Mansour said.

L

Edited by Khaled Dawoud -

border dispute over the Halayeb trigngle had to be solved
within a regional intcgration context. Second, acceptable
solutions had to be found to bring together the Khartoum
sovernmem with internal opposition groups in the north and
south. The Egyptian delegation to Khartoum, however, found
a simation vastly different from what they had expecied.

According o Egyptian officials associated with the
Sodanese file, Hassan Al-Turabi, leader of the National
Islamic Front and Sudanese Parliament Speaker, is backed by
a faction opposed to President Omar Al-Bashir®s policies
seeking ap unconditional resumption of relations with Egypt.
Al-Turabi’s supporters include Ghazi Salah Eddin, minister of
presidential affairs, and Ali Nafie, the former head of Sudan's
politica! inteiligence service — both of whom are known for -
their acrimonious commeots regarding ian policies.
Al-Bashir’s faction. on the other hand, includes his new
deputy Ali Taha, Foreign Minister Musiafa Osman, Minister
of Interior Bakri Saleh and former Vice-President Gen.
Al-Zubayr Mohamed.

Al-Turabi’s faction believes that a resumption of relations
with Egypt, and more importantly the exploitation of such a
relationship 1o achieve national reconciliation, will
automatically weaken Al-Turabi’s relative weight on the
political scene in Sudan, and may even lead 1o his total
isolarion. The faction believes that if they succeed in
persuading Al-Bashir thar Sudan doesn’t need Egypt, they may
be able to exploit the stiuartion to tighten their grip on power.

Another belicf held by Al-Turabi’s faction may be that the
recent Chad Summit of Central African States, in which Libya
and Sudan participated, succeeded in breaking the regional
isolation i on Sudan.

Al-Turabi's faction may also wish o wait for some time
after the latest rourrd of lalks in Nairobi between the
govermnmeni and John Garang's Sudanese People Liberation
Ammy (SPLA). Making progress in these talks, Al-Turbai
believes, will hopefully break the present alliance between the
southem and northern opposition groups. That is why
acknowiedgement of he priacipk of e Hght of

| Lo inciple of the right o
self-determination for the southern Sudanese people. This
would help bring the regime out of its domestic isolation. if
this specnlation proves correct, then US policy — which is
currently hostile (o Sudar and calls for the overthrowing of the
regime in Khartoum — will certainly change.

Thus Sudan will finally be able to break free of its
international isolation. It will then be able to enter negotiations
with Ezypt and request that Cairo expel norihem opposition
groups operating in Egypt and withdraw its request 10 extradite
the terrorists sheltered by Sudan. Those tervorists crossed the
Sudanese border into Ethiopia assisted by the NiF-controlicd
Sudanese security to take part in the fafled att=mpt against
Presidem Hosni Mubarak’s fife in Addis Ababa ip June 1995,
Afier the Sudanese Minister of Foreign Affairs assured his
Egyptian counterpart that Sudan was ready to respond to the
extradition request, Al-Turabi's NIF feared that handing over
the tetTorists would be an embarrassment 10 security authorities
who had baen under one of Al-Turabi’s meg, when the failed
assassination atiempt on President Mubarak took place.

Officials concerned with the Sudanese file in Egyp! dismiss
speculation that the Chad summit helped Sudan break out of
its regional and intemational isolation. The mécting, they say,
did not solve Sudan’s problems on the eastern and southem
borders with Ugandz, Eritrea, and Ethiopia. All three African
counlries siauachly snpport Garang. Ax for the speculation on
the agreement with Garang, even if it does prove successful, it
alone cannot guaraniee a change in US policy towards Sudan,
US policy is based on a strategic approack 1o the coptinent as a
whole, including east Africa and the African Horn. The latter
region, in particular, forms part of the so-called Clinton
Project for the Great Hora of Africa which includes Somalia,
Ethiopia, Esitrea, southern Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda. Burundi,
and Kenya, extendimg inlo the Democratic Republic of Congo
{formerly Zaire). . .

Such an ambitious project, enjoying political support at the
highest levels of US foreign policy. will entail far greater risks
than Sudan alone can address in the cvent that an agreement
with Garang is reached. Egypt must play a significant role in
addressing the hanm{ul of this US plan, which is
welcomed by most of the African countrics concerned. It
should be noted that the decision Lo clear the air and resume
speciat relations hetween Egypt and Sodan had been taken in
the two countries’ capitals simulianecusly, while US Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright was winding up her tour of Africa
Tast December. In Kampala, the capital of Uganda, she had
declared thai ousting the present regime in Khartoum was o
top US policy priority in Africa.

The efforts of the Al-Turabi faction to impede the
nonmalisation of Egyptian-Sudanese relations is an exescise in
fuility destined 10 evaporate into thin air once the Chad
Summit and the Nairobi talks prove lo be ineflective m
solving Sudan’s problems. At this point, Khartoum's need 1o
conclude an alliance with Egypt to protect their joint inlerésts
will prove 10 be an urgent onc. At such a moment, officials in
the two countrics will not waste any more ime in uming over
Egyptian assets in Sudan w0 their ightfal owners, or o pay
compensation for whatever facilities have been used during
the take-over by the Sudanese governmen,

By ciafming its possessions in Sudan, Egypt was aot only
seeking to redress a wrong, but also solicitng some expression
of regret by the Sudanese government.

The writer is assisiant editor-in-chief at Al-Ahram.
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Since the end of the Second World ™
War, all the colonised peoples of the -
world have been liberated, includi
most recently the people of South Af-
sica. As we enter the third mil-
lepnium, only the Palestinians remain
the victims of a bizarre policy of ra-
cial discrimination and ethnic cleans-
ing by — of all people — the vietims ;-
of the greatest act of homror of the
20th cenhury.

For the last 50 yecars, Westemm dis- |
course on the Arab-Isracli conflict :
has mainly reflected the version of -
history offered by mainstream Ziop- :-
ism. while Palestinian and Arab -
claims have been routinely ignored. .
Only recently has the Zionist version -
of what actually happened been se- ;-
riously questioned by a mew genera- [
tion of Israeli scholars, whose work "
confirms what the Palestinians have -
been claiming all along. According to
Ilan Pappe, one of the “new his-
torians” at the University of Haifa, -
two major claims have been validated -
by the new Israeli scholars: the direct :
responsibility of Israel and the Zionist -
movement for the Palestinian Ca- =
mstrop:_le {Nakba), and thF crucxl d.l:gl -
role of the great ers (including :
the Soviet Union glow the late 1940s <
and 1950s) In preventing the Pal- -
estinians from realising their national
aspirations.

In the autumn of 1993, on my first
return to Palestive since 1947, Amos
Oz, the well-known Isrzeli novelist
and Peace Now leader, a man whom I
bave come to know and like well, *
told me, as we stood together in front -
of my former home in Jaffa (now in- =
habited by an Israeli professor, his . :
wife and grown som): “If the Pal- *
estinians had not fought wus, they .
would still be living in their homes.” 7%

If even compassionate liberals of

Oz’s stature and intelli e find it difficult to overcome
the Jewish denial of what actually happened in Palestine,
how can genuipe reconciliation ever take place between
the two peoples? But the problem goes much deeper.
Even if there were a readiness to admit the facts, as the
oew Israeli historians have done, would there also be
readiness to assume the responsibility those facts es-
tablish? As Michael Warshawski, a radical Israeli writer
and critic, has pat it, “Ismael’s new historians admit the
facts, but not the guift. This, perhaps, is the difference
between post-Zionism and anti-Zionism.”

From the beginning, the Palestinians have been the
great repressed of the Zionist conscicusness. When Abad
Ha'am pointed out early on that there were Palestinians
in the land of Palestine, the immediate Zionist response
was to ignore the issue aliogether. Later, as Istael Shahak
has shown, they mostly focused on finding ways to get
rid of the Palestinians. Coexistence and accommodation
were aever considered as a serious option, only a tem-
porary strategy. We know that the idea of expulsion was
rooted in Theodor Herzl's mind well before the turn of
the century, when he wrote “we shall spirit them [the
Palestinians] across the frontier.” As this idea developed
into a practical policy, separation was seen as a Rec-
essary first step in its application. For the Zionist move-
ment, and later for Israel, the problem of another people
living in Palestine was never seem as & moral problem.
They only saw it (and I think they still do) as a dem-
ographic problem requiring a military-political solution.
Some Zionists solved the problem by an act of mental
annihilation, simply denying the Palestinians® very ex-
istence or identity. Golda Meir, one-time Israeli prime
minister, declared that “there is no such thing as a Pal-
estinian people.” The writer Jane Peters went to great
lengths to establish in a massive book that Palestinians
were immigrants from the surrounding countries. In this
light, it is interesting that, until recently, the word Pal-
cstinian was not used by the Israclis. The Palestinians in-
side Ismel, though citizens of the state, were

mixed group headed by Yasser Arafat; and the Popelar
Froot for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). the major
leftist ping, led by George Habash. In my view, the
fate of the PLO was sealed when the leadership of the
newly-restrucired organisation was won by Arafat. For
the next thirty years, the PLO was dominated by con-
servative forces linked to ofl-rich Arab regimes and was
shaped by Arafat’s patriarchal style and leadership. As for
the Palestinian left, it was reduced to a subordinate role,
thongh it continued to enjoy wide sopport among the in-
tellecmals and the educated youth of the refugee camps.
Had George Habash been elected to the leadership of the
PLO. would the organisation have become a genmuinely
revolutionary movement, something which was never al-
lowed under Arafat? It is difficult to tell. Looking back,
though, it is hard not to believe that a left-wing leadership
would probably have given the PLO the two essential -
ients Arafat so disastronsly failed to provide: a polit-
ical vision, and rational organisation and practice. )
In the summer of 1969 I met Habash and Arafat separ-
ately, in the western hills of Jordan, where the various
guerrilla groups bad been encamped since the end of the
1967 wer. They could not have been more different — in
appearance, personality, education and intellectual orienta-
tion. Habash was a medical doctor in his early forties, a
secular Arab nationzlist with a Marxist orientation, educat-
ed at the American University of Beirut, fluent in English
and a charismatic public speaker. He was a perfect ex-
ample of the educated, modern, post-World War I Pal--
cstnian inteliectnal. We talked for hows about different
subjects, about the then dangerous situation in Jordan, in-
tra-Palestinian factional differences, United States policy
and the programme of the PFLP. Joising us at varions
points during the discussion were young men and women
mn khaki uniform, some of whom had recently crossed the
river to join the PFLP. I came back convinced that a rev-
olutionary Palestinian movement had emerged, one ca-
pable of mobilising the great human and material potential
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which the lives of thousands of young men and women
weré for years repeatedly sacrificed in the same so-called
commando operations against Isracl that almost in-
variably ended in disaster, achieving nothing but to make
it easier for the Israclis to portray the Palestinian guer-
rillas as terrorists. . . .

The Madrid peace process -initiated in 1991 produced
what Arafat has always dreaded most: the emergence of
an alternative Palestinian leadership. The distinguished
Palestinian negotiating team headed by Dr Haidar Abdul-
Shafi projected an image of Palestinians as rational, prac-
ticzl and articulate, in sharp contrast to the image of Ar-
afat and bis group. He had every reason to fear Abdul-
Shafi, a respected physician who looked like Mandela,
with an impeccable political record and a Jong history of
struggle. ‘Abdul-Skat :

a leadering role in- shaping Palestine today, had he been”

allowed to remain in the public eye. But Arafat’s secret
Oslo agreement not only enabled him™to poll'thie rug out.
from mder Abdul-Shafi and his team, but to put himself
fimly back in the saddle. Duly clected chafrman of the
Palestinian Authority in 1995, be emerged more powerfil
than ever. Now formally recogmised by the international
community as the democratically-elected spokesman of
the Palestinian people, he had the power to agree to sny
condition acceptable to Isracl and to validate any final
setilement simply by affixing his signatore toit. -

In the eyes of many of the Palestinian people today, it
is Arafat who the gravest threat to' their co-
hesion, security and national well-being.

But Arafat will not last forever. In the next few years,
as the older Palestinian generation dies out and “the
younger generation takes over, fundamental changes are
likely to take place in the political organisation and
goals of the Palestinian people in to action with-
in Israel itgelf, in the West Bank and Gaza and also in
the Palestinian diaspora. )

What form will the changes take in cach of these three

would probably bave been playing El&
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B reject partition, but over a pelitically
i 1E‘umﬂ:l‘. way of scgregating the Pal-

> estini within a framework that
will preserve Isracl’s hegemony over
all of Palestine.

If this is a comect description of
the situation. and I think it is, then
the central question is, what action
¢ can - the tinians take to deal
2 with it? . ..

-The Palestipians have three op-
tions: accepting the status quo, op-
posing the status quo, and engaging
: m long-term struggle against it

The first option, which some Pal-
estinians consider ‘the most realistic.

! politicat entity that could in time be-
: come a state. Thisofmw' dec?lomsaubm on

particnlarly in Tunisia, where ac-
ceptance of limited autonomy even-
tually led to independence, the dis-
mantling of the colonial settlements

one day be repatriated. and over

% time their settlements will only con-
! tinue to increase ad expand.

The second option is reformist op-

i position to the existing regime in the

be to reform the Palestinian Author-
; ity and expand Palestinian auton-
omy, along the lines being attempted
' today by various groups and organ-
. isations in Palestinian civil society.
In this reformist movement, the Pal-
s+ estinian Legislative Council, or at
a least certain members and groupings
within it, could play an important role: firstly, protecting
mmdemmﬁcmmmmﬂeﬁn;:;nmm?umm
litical life, and, secondly, preparing, W] time
p?coinw,'for the orderdy I:mnsfgr of ‘power and the re-
placement of the present paixiarchal regime by a democrat-
icone. - L
. The thirxd and probably most important option - and the
me&elymIMMMmoﬁz;fgge o Plestine &
hisi — i5 -term nati to i
oectgyaﬁon ofot:egWut Bank and Gaza, restore Arab and
Muoslim Jerusalem, dismantle the Jewish settlements and
establish ao independent Palestinian state alongside the
state of Ismael. . :

‘What form would this third option take?

It would claim the right to all legitimate forms of strug-
from non-violent-forms of:resistance to_classical forms
of .armed stroggle.; From a political point:of view, how-
ever, non-violent struggle is probably the most effective in
the long run. Yet, if the present conditions of repression
and humiliation continne, widescale violence could well
prove the more likely option. Choosing national struggle is
boond to. enhance uncontrollable individual. acts of self-
sacrifice, the ultimate power of the powerless.

Pug'ulat resistance, which is likely. to bdng back the In-
if; wiﬂ-simulmeouslmm buigilzg alha:c&es and

isations, ones emerged spon-
gmssrootsw mﬂ early days of the original Intifada (which
was snuffed out by the PLO leadership in Tunis). If this
succeeds, bﬁ, the turn ;iiemm this newmcp%st-.
patriarchal liberation stru; ve regained u-
man face that characterised the first Tntifada and will have
won the support of progressive forces the world over, in-

cluding progressive Jewish forces in Isracl and the Uniied

In the next phase of the sunggle, a beavy responsibility
will fall on the diaspora Palestinians, who form the largest
ingle part of the Palestinian people. This grounp will have
Peceseny  support the Palcstinians In Teracl, the. Wet
necessary to support tinjans ia Israe ‘est
Bank and Gaza, and in the disspora as

simply referred to as “the mingrities” and
identified by religion or ethnic origin, as in
the Muslim minority, the Christian minority,
the Druze minority, the Bedouin minority.
Sometimes the word “Arab™ was used to re-
duce these “minorities™ 0 a faceless, alien
group, part of the equally faceless 300 mil-
lion inhabitants of the world that swrounds
the state of Israel and who also happen not
to be Jewish.

Oone of the most important achievements
of the ncw historians was to establish that
the flight of the Palestinian population in
1948 was the result of careful planning by
the Zionists and not, as the official Israeli
version of history maintained, simply a con-
sequence of Palestinian panic. The newly
declassificd documents prove that the Jew-
ish Zionist forces routinely expelled the in-

habitants of the villages and towns they Yasser Arafst

conquercd, sometimes massacred the in-
habitants. and often systematically destroyed .
those viilages to which they feared the refugees might re-
turn.

It is important to remember that the Zionist project al-
ways had in sight an Arab-free Eretz [stael. Thus parii-
tion, understood as a solution based on sharing the land
with the Palestipians, was never seriously coansidered. As
Noam Chomsky reminds us, Ben Gurion in 1938 ac-
cepted the Peel partition plan only because, 2s be put it
privately, it would be a temporary arrangement leading to
the establishment of a state: “After we become a strong
force, as the result of the creation of a state, we shall
abolish panition and expand into the whole of Pal-
estine...” Ten years later, when a state was established
covering 78 per cent of Palestine, Menachim Begin ob-
jected, declaring that this represented an illegal partition
of the “homeland”. “Eretz Israecl,” he said, “will be re-
stored to the people of Isracl. All of it. And forever.”
And in 1974, following the Yom Kippur war, Yitzhak
Rabin supported the idea of separation not only, as be
put it, to isolate the Palestinian population, but also 10
create “the conditions which would arract natoral and
voluntary migration of the refugees from the Gaza Swip
and the West Bank of Jordan.” :

Now the question I wish to ask is, why have the Pal-
estinjans failed after 50 years of swuggle to liberate their
homeland? . .

I shall attempt to answer part of this question, by ask-
ing the more specific question, why has the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO) been so utteily dofeated,
despite the vast financial and political support it received
from all gver all;c world, andlct'l’esplte the cnormous sac-
rifices of the Palestinian people? .

I was in Jordan in the wake of the Arab defeat in the
1967 war. [ witnessed the cmergeoce of the PLO as the
umbrella organisation for the m_m?utgzemh&gucmui

, including the two most 1 b ovemen
tg;rou&sé Liheraﬁgn of Palestine (Fatah), an ideologicaily-
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of the Palestinians and probably of sparking a radical
movement throughont the Arab world.

Arafat, by way of conwast, was in his late thirties, an ar-
chitectural engineering graduate of Cairo University and
once a successful contractor in Kowait, with strong ties to
the Muslim Brothers. He greeted me warmly, s ing, to
my surprise, in Egyptian dialect. The meeting lasted about
an hour, during which he discoursed amiably on several
subjects, giving only vague answers to the many questions
1 addressed to him. In the years that followed I came to
know him qunite well, well epough, at any rate, to have
some idea of both his style of leadership and its effect on
thie outcome of the Palestinian struggle. :

If Habash can be described as 2 representative of the
modemn Palestinian intellectnal-activist, Arzfat was the
very opposite. In many ways, be is a perfect example of
the neo-pamiarchal Arab persomality, one which is neither .
completely maditional nor fully modern. As a leader, Ar-
Sher: expertise 3t ceremonal soctibiliry, Iacompeseuse ¢

T expertise at. i igbility, incompetence at
dealing with technical and theorstical issues, inability to
ddcganeﬁwuandconﬁswmarm tion to himself of
functions he is oot qualified 1o e. This accounts for
his grave failore in mobilising Palestinian talent and for
the PLO"s rapid reduction to an ineffective boreapcratic
structare. In all his appoi 13, comsiderations of per-
sonal loyalty and blind obedicnce are more impostant than
qualities of competence and effectiveness. This is partly
why the PLO, like most Arab patriarchal regimes, could
not face up to Israel's modern instrumental rationality. En
the modern world, patriarchy, as a social system, is pl- -
timately dysfunctionsl; and the only system more dysfunc-
tiopal than pairiarchy is neo-patriaschy.

In retrospect, it is difficelt to understand not only how
Arafat conld bhave snrvived all the mistakes he kept on
committing, but how he was never able to learn from
these mistakes, as for example, the homifying way in

" since the end of the 1967 War. They

ways, he is a perfect example of
ther completely traditional nor fully

arenas?
an?ilhinlmel.wh:reagzliﬁ“?lﬂ acgl:;llon v&llfoc on
more on equality ivil rights, younger ed-
ucated generation entering political life will shed
ditional ethnic and religious ties that have been carcfully
cultivated by the Isracli administration since 1948 so as
to divide the Palestinians, and will begin to
fuily in the political life of Isracl as Isracli citizens with.
equal rights. As Palestinians become more foily in-
tegrated both politically and economically, they will be

|

|

in a position not”only significandy to influence the ont- .-ment and

come of narional elections, but also to have an input in’
political decision-making. As a distinct political force,
they will be able tw enhaoce their sffectivensss by forg-
ing - alliznces with progressive and seccolar forees in Is-.
rael. There is linle doube that a prosperous, cobesive Pal--
estinian community “in Israel, ‘as it acquires power
commensarate with its size, will bolster Palestinian jden-
tiey and trensform the Palestinians in Isracl mto im-
portznt players in both Pelestinisn and Arab affairs.

In the West Baok and Gaza, the failare of the peace

process has revealed Isracl’s structnral inability to accept .

a solution to the Arab-Isracli conflict based on the Unit-
ed Nations resolutions and an international consensos.
The reason for this is that both the UUN resolutions and
the international cousensus are predicated on the partition

of Palestine. Both the former Rabin Labour government

and the present Netanysho Likud government sought to
get around a solution based on.partition by offexing dif-
ferent formulas based imstead on separation. While Ra-

bin's formula was based oo a streamlined version of the -

South African baniustan model, with limited self-rule in

“the guoise of a- Palestinian state; Netsnyahu’s plan is

based on an antiquated apartheid model, with local ap-
iomomy but without even a vestipe of statchood. Thus,
the disagreement-betwesn Labour and Liknd is aot over

have been more different — in appearance, per- Palestinians. Thus, despi

" live up to.iis own commitmennts.

well, in terms of economic aid, edacational

‘In the summeér of 1969 I met Habash and Arafat ad social assistxace and broad political
separately, in the western hills of Jordan, where “Foge: us Meron Benévenisti reminds us,
the various guerrilla groups had been encamped the population in the arca of mandatory

Palestine numbers 8.2 million, of whom
could not 43 niiop are Jews and 3.4 miflion are
ite massive Jewish
igration since the dissolution of the So-

sonality, education and intéllectual orienta- Gieinion, the Palestnians Stll make wp
tion... If Habash can be described as a repre- more than 40 per cent of the total popula-
sentative of the modern Palestinian intellectual- f:",';‘q?im likely that the pmpgg::n of Pal.
activist, Arafat was the very opposite. In many cstnians o Jews will equal or even exceed
. ‘the Neo- frontarion between the two commuaities,
patriarchal Arab personality, one which is nei- aliemating as it has over the past decades

g
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modern.” jitical solution, will necessarily shift to &t

the next decade or so, as the Palestinians
strive to. transcend their present difficulties and build an
educated, healthy, prosperons and cohesive society in Pal-
estine, intimately linked to the Palestinian diaspora, the
preseat balance of power will not simply be transformed
— it will lave become imrelevent. This is why, for the
Palestinians, the sirategy- and the means of struggle are
bonndtochange,w_ithviolencemedinginmtheback—
ground. and the social and.economic process becoming

primary. )
How long will a 19th-century colonial project of settle-
on survive in a 2]st-centry worid?

What will do when the ic balapce in the re-

-gion shifts, as it is bound to do, and when the United

States”. engagement in the Middie East begins to
it mevitably will? o HCER a1 egins 10 abate, as
Netanyabn has rejected .an American tion thai Js-

.rael withdraw from some 13 per cemt of the West Bank.

The_mu;'nimhehusaidhcisprepamdmwuntenmis

.9 pex cent. Is this the road to peace and recopciliation that

the Madsid international conference inangurated with such

hﬂvholﬁsm years ago?

While Netanyahu is cynically telling the world that he s
mdyqomgot_mteafullpucewiththe inians, at the
sameumehcmdeﬂaﬁng.thuamiwdlcrhsalmwiﬂ-for.

.ever be Israel’s capital, that most of the West Bank and

Gaza will always remain onder Isreeli rule and
Jewish setilements will never be dismantied bntw%lucotgf
mﬁWﬁnL ‘reconciliati

ve peace and rec iati i
scasus and agrees fo. in : thn_:UNrasoluﬁunsmPa[.
emn:.whenltabldu_g mmauonallawandhegimm

The writer I a Palestinian academic and
Georgetown University. ™ ™ : _':' ¢a Pm:fe.rsw 2
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is based on the belief that the Oslo _

West Bank and Gaza. Its goal wounld -

phase of Palestine’s .
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" "Much of the criticism curremty
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being leveled at the Oslo
cess might have scerned gvesty
mmummM“

ment, creating a strategic i Pal-

estinian capacity to iate. The first two basic

components of the national movement — the PLO
p .

with al} its social and jons — are

Tt is'taking place, fimthermose, at a time when there
is a dire need for the PLO as a unifying, not separ-

This is occaring while more thar 91 per ceat of -

the West Bank and (Gaza remains nnder oc;

;d in"a way- that: makes: mest-of-the privilepesof

. Since the signing of the

sieges imposed by Tsracl
- The

R IR

military rulke, to the demands of 400 jllegal Isracli
sertlers.

It became clear after Oslo that the Israshi govemn-
ant 3 i soe ix & ] Poed a1
sabotaging the material bases of establishing an in-

SEPARATION OF WEST BANK AND GAZA:

agreement, movement be-
tween the West Bank and Gaza has been impossible
for the Palestindans. Their movement is now con-
trolled more strictly than at any time since the 1967
War. At first, freedom of movement was limited to
about 180 Palestinian Authority officials (designat-

ed as VIPs); even these were classified into differ-

of this discximination are clear.

I is still more 1 however, to focus on the

ir . real motives for separating the two areas. This sep-

aration caonot be atiributed to"simple secnrity con-

- cerns, since the Israch government allows thou-

sands of Palestinian Iabonress from the West Bank

. and Geza to work in Isreel every day while pro-
ing between

hibiting all bat a few of themn from moving

* the West Bank snd Gaza.

This separation precludes the esisblishment of
any upified naticpal administration for the two ar-
eas, and prevents economic integration. It has ac-

* toally led, in the: past three years, to the breakdoom

of many of the social, economic and political ergan-

Ta addition, the mified educational struciure has

been broken down. There are almost no smudents or
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has lanited the area of construction to only four per

cent of the rotal area of cast Jerusalem. Afier pre-
venting the Palestinians from obtaining construc-
Hion permits, the Israch anthorities pashed them to-
ward the outskins of the city (Al-Ram, Bethlshem
and other suburbs), in order to classify them as
non-residents of Jerusalem. The Isracli anthorities
prevented them from maintaiing their rights as Je-

Families that have inhabited Jerusalem for hun-
dreds of vears are now considered guests of the Is-

- raeli government; the mere dght 10 reside can be

withdrawn from them at any time. Meanwhile, any
settler from Siberta or New York has the right to

- cifizenship and residency in Israel, the West Bank,
Gaza or Jerusalem, -

In recent years, Isracl has built 60,000 housing
units for Jews in Jerosalem and none for the Arabs.
A total of 33,500 Jewish housing units have been
built so far on land confiscated from Arabs,

EXPANSION OF SETTLEMENTS: Since the

signing of the Qslo Acconds, Israel has confiscated

600,000 dunumms in the West Bank. The Ismaeli

group Peace Now, however, states that the Labour

%c;lvmmnem_ confiscatsd 277,000 dunums after
o

Tronically. no more than 170,000 duoums were
to the Palestinian Authority. Dwring the
same period, the, jon increase in the settle-
ments of the West reached 45 per cent, with
Go'lﬁgyuﬁ;:l;ﬁéhmyssmpthe f senrl
]} and jom of e-
memsin]ebelAhaGhneim.MRasAl—
Amoud are all expressions of a process which 2ims
to change the demographic and political nanwe of
the West Bank- reversing it from Palestinian land

AR

Currently, the Palestinian government employs
106,000 people: 25 per cent of the entire Palestinian
workforce. This will lead 10 economic disaster, giv-
en the fact that definjle pledges of internationa) §-
nancial aid are tending 10 decrease. A a recent con-
ference, donor countries refused to pledge definite
financiat aid beyond the year 1998. In addition, a
great portion of the income of the Palestinian An-
thority passes throngh Israel through such mech-
anisms as Value Added Tax and taxation on work-
ers. The Ismeli govermment does not miss an
oppartunity to use these channels as a means of po-

litical pressure.

THE PA AS SECURITY AGENT: The efforts of
the Israchi govemnment after Oslo have been di-
rected consistently. ar severing the Palestinian na-
tional struggle from its main goal: the Palestinian
right 10 self-determination and independence. A
common Israeli practice, when negotiations have
faced an impasse, has been 10 try to steer the dis-
cussions towards side issues such as the airport or

the seapost.

The Israeli method iz negotiations has been to ex-
ploit weaknesses in the Palestinian side, thus sub-
stitting the interests of certain for pational
aspirations. To apply pressure on the PLO, the Is-
raeli government used the threat of an alternative
leadership. The Isracli military dealt with and en-
couraged the Islamist movement {including Ha-
mss) in the 19805, boping 1o establish a leadership
structure that would weaken the PLO. The lsrach
side aimed at extracting basic concessions from the
PLO for accepting it as a parmer in the negotiations
and for shelving the idea of 2 substituie leadership.

The Palestinian afiempt 1o use mterim gains as
beachheads from which o build narional aims is
understandable, but it is not possible to accept a sit-

fect of closure must be taken
into zccount. In the past, people.
vehicles and poods moved freely
in e West Bank and Gaza,
With the stan of the nego-
tations, the Daelis graduafly
began to accelerate the process
* of scparmiom which has cul-
- minated in the present division.
This division hampers cconomic
activitics, humanitzarian services
such zs health education, and the
possibility of creating coherent
and effective private and public
i SYSICInS.

Thz Israeli povernment con-
linues 10 issue military decrees,
the lasy of which was issued on 4
September 1997 by the so-called
“Israeli military governor of the
West Bank”, forbidding any per-
son frorn entering areas B and C
belore obtaining a permit. That
means that resident of Pal-
cslipian cities in zone A (repre-
senting three per cent of the
West Bank and 27 per cent of
the popalition cannol ¢o 1o the
500 villages in Zones B and C
without sraeli permission. Bsrael
continues to rule the area by mil-
itary decree im spite of the PA
and the Oslo Accords.

In addition. the Israeli govemn-
ment wanis o keep a security
zone 10-20km wide along the
Jordan River, and another secur-
ity zone 5-10km wide along the
Green Line. This is in addition
1 their intention to keep the set-
tlements, all the arid area be-
tween the West Bank mountains
and the Jordan valley, and all the
region’s water, resources under
its control. In other words, the
Isracli government’s explicit
policy is to annex 60-70 per cent

of the West Bank, and 10 maintain central control

over all natural resources.
The cnly obslacle 1o the annexadon of the West
Bank is the presence of more than one and a half
million Palestinians. The separation between the
West Bank and Gaza, where about one million
more Palestinians live, makes it easy to suspect tha
the West Bank could be linked 1o Jordan with its in-
habitants as citizens, but devoid of sovercignty.
Since Netanyahn was elected, this new situation
has been the status quo. The peace process is par-
alysed. The present equitibrium could be viewed as
2 product of the failure of both parties. lsrael failed
10 expel the Palestinians from the West Bank. The
Palestinians failed to _achieve natiomal in-
and are forced 1o deal with Israeli heg-
emony backed by the US.
On ihe other hand, Israel faces a serious dem-
ographic crisis, with 4.6 million Jews and fonr mil-
lion Palestinians fiving in historic Palestine. The
Jewish population growth rate is currently 1.7 per
cent, while the Palestinian population are growing
at 2 rate of 4.2 per cent. The implican 1
ous. | will 1ake 16-17 years for the Palestinians to
become the majority.
In Jerusalem and in Palestine, the facts on the
ground clearly illustrate the evolation of a policy of
racial ion — one based on religion rather
than colour. Palestinians in Jerusalera pay 26 per
cent of the city 1axes and receive only five per cent
of murnicipal services. The average Palestinian con-
sumes between 90 and 150 cubic metres of water
anmually, while the averape Isrzeli consumes 1,150,
For the average sentler in the West Bank and Gaza,
ion is 1,450 cubic metres annually.
In the Gaza Sirip, 5000 scitlers control 40 per
cent of the kmd; the remaining 60 per ceat is in the
hands of 900000 Palestinians. Isracli senlers con-
trol 33 per cent of the productive

e TR T

ia PBank. The few who remain are thers! —

from Gaza in the iaiversities of the W

from their faniilies and at all fimes under

woiaﬁngﬂ:epalman I
its political fitore from the West Bankin
a ion. -Imuel has 1o Wterest in. kesping

R L I

with pockets of Isracli settlement to lsracli land
with pockets of Arsb inhabitaots. The same policy
was implemented in Galilee afier 1948,

ggNOMIC SIEGE.bLm!iaﬂv. it appeared thar the
Accords woald ammmed an organ-
iseddﬂvemimuvclivmgcondiﬁmsb:yn:heWm

. Bank and Gaza. Yet the World Bank and other fi-

product in the West Bank and Gaza declined by 18
per cent berween 1992 end 1996, while per capiia
parchasing power hias declined by 35 per cent. The
average annual per capita income of the Pal-
estinians is berween $1,200 and 51,400, as agamst
closures of the

. $17.000 in Istael. Jsrael’s coprinual

West Bank and Gaza continue to damage the Pal-

estipian economy.

The West Bank and Gaza have beea closed mil-
ftarily for a tomal of 328 days since the signing of
the Oslo Accords. Conservative estimaics place the
€conomic loss ing from the closure a; $6 mil-

. Lion a day. The 1ol loss in this case (81,800 mil-

licn) exceeds the total amount of international aid
given ta the Palestinians betwecn the signing of the
Oslo Accords and the end of 1997 (51,500 miliion).
Nor is this the only problam, The Paris Agreement
enforces the economic of the West
Bank and Gaza oo Istael and grants the latier the
upper band in banking and taxabion.

The sitvation is complicated fasther by the high
leve] of wxation imposed by the Palestinian Au-
thority, which alienates capital and hinders in-
vestments. The bureancracy is inflated, the pomber
of emplovees in the different security apparatuses
exaggerated, This process, in mmm. necessitates a

" fither increase in taxation, and creates a vicious

circle of fatlure and impoverishment.

T

o the fact that we enlered a new siage before
emearging from the old one. We did not move from
occupation 1o Eberation and independence. We en-
tered a stage called “lhimaed self-government”™ with-
in the contexi of continued occupation. This new
stage imposed numerous miemal contradictions
within the contimuing contradictions inherent in the

encoureging human rights violations and the ab-
sence of clear [aws. to enforce the myth that [srel
is the only viable democracy in e Middle East

BANTUSTANISATION: Perhaps the most dan-
semdus Israchi policy is the parceling of Palestinian
territory into separate cantons, following the model

the centre and northern part of the West Bank. Dur-
ing periods of closure, i is impossible o move
from one arca 1o another. Moving between villages
amd towns is also very difficult. The cumulative ef-

agricultural land in Gaza Strip. On

‘The Palestinian Authority is fettered by ;j;o';%m‘;‘gh el e DS
a useless process paralysing the capac- agins 24 square menres for Pal-
ity to change the balance of power. A SinZn Sbecws. ex-
the other end stands Hamas, highly ac- mm@m&&mﬁ:
tive, pragmatic and dedicated, pre-
paring for what might come. Mean- stoy

is more tham $500.

While lsraeli policy aims to de-
the material basis of an in-
dependdent Palesiinian state, jt is ce-

while, a substantial portion of the cuing m spantheid rgime
Palestinian public is searching for a couwoling mechumism. As i res

10 negate the futyre Palestinian stage,

democratic alternative that has not yet i i negating the possibility of s
materialised. The vacuum has deepened covtinuation as an exclusive Jewish

state. In the worst case scenario, if

the public’s alienation from political ac- the Jsreli govemment sncceeds in
tivity. Who will end the impasse?’

avoiding 2 two-stale solution, one
state for two peoples will exist, im-
plying longer periods of suffermg
and violence for both peoples in the
decades o come.

The segregation of Palestinians will clash with
the reality of one million Palestinians living in ls-
rael proper and holding full Israch citizenship. So-
cial segregation carries the seeds of attrition or the
fragmentation of Israel, b

Israel is trying to join two opposites: the sepam-
ﬁunoflhel_q-ae%iand?almﬁnignsociuiﬁ.nndan-
nexation of most of the Occupied Territories. The
Palestinians suffer from what could be termed “col-
lective schizophrenia™ — in their cities, they feel
they form an independent Palestinian entity. ye1 67
per cent of the population is under iotal Israel} mil-
itary occupation in villages, towns and rcfuges
camps. They all suffer from social and economic
segregation. This sclf-reenchment is strengih-
ening localised, sectarian and tribal tendencies. Ec-
onomic decline feads extremism. .

In general, the process is a prescription for ca1-

" aclysm. Temporary and daily issues overwhelm di-

plomacy ai a time when strategic planning takes a
back seat to the pressure of getting votes.

The Palestinian-Israeli situation is an official truce
in the shadow of an actual struggle on the edpe of an
abyss. 'IthaleslinianAt;l:hm‘ilyisfeﬂemdhyth:
useless process i capacily {o change
hﬂmdpow?ﬂglﬂlﬁodnmdmdsﬂam
highly active, pragmatic and dedicated, preparing
for what might come. Meanwhile, a substantial por-
tion of the Palestinian public is searching for a dem-
ocratic alternative that has nol Vet maierialised. The
vacuum has the public's alienation from
political activity, Who will end the impasse?

The writer is head of the Palestinion Medical Relief
Committees and a lrading member of the Pal.
estinign People's Parry.
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PWeekly
Two nations, two tragedies

Istael has just completed a swing of celebrarions marking
the 50th arniversary of its creation according to the Jewish
calendar. The event was supposedly a golden jubilee, but
there was ne sign of sold anywhere. Ismel came into ex-
istence by war in 1948: today. it is almost as tom, from
within and withouL. as when David Ben Gurion declared its
birth, This is despite fsrael’s conclusion aof peace treaties
with Envpl and Jordan — rwo formal. officially binding
docunrents that Iack even the echo of a heartbeat.

Israel. with US help. has developed one of the Middle
East’s mighticst military machipes: vet the Istaelis, in nego-
Lating minute details of miliiary redeployment in the West
Bank under the Oslo Accords. can only speak of Isracli se-
curity. This is an expedient defence mechanism — and a
charzcteristic tactic af lsraeli proparanda

The prime importance of security in Ismel goes hand in
hand with an equally strident discourse involving nartonal
identity. The question of who is a Jew stll has not been ful-
ly resolved by Israel’s clerics. One of many polls conducted
in recent weeks showed that 34 per cenmt of those polled
said they wene Jews, 35 per cemt said they were Istachs ang
most of the rest said they were Jews and Istaglis. The irony
of it is that Jewishness should have been the unifving rather
than the divisive factor in Istael. Tom apan from within,
propped up from withoul. Israel continues e wreak de-
struction like a nuclear bull in the proverbial china shop.

Former Prime Minister Shirnon Peres has chosen this par-
ticular anniversary to obstruct the plans Netanyahu has for
the Palestinians. Afier a meeting with Yasser Armafar, Peres
said that a Palestinian state was needed if Israel was to re-
main 2 Jewish state. “The emergence of a Palestinian state
is desirable becanse otherwise we will have a bi-national
state which will tamn into a bi-natonal ragedy.™ Peres said.

Fifty vears have served only to increase the terment and
agony the Israclis have inflicted vpon the Palestinians —
amd. more ironically. upon themselves. The jailer is never
free: has it taken half a century to learn this lesson’!
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‘Facing an illogical challenge -

When informed American sources view Ne-
ianyahu's US visic. which began yesterday, as
an attempt by the Ismeli prime minister to
take his battle with Clinton 10 the US pres-
ident’s own backyard the one conclusion to be
drawn is that the peace process has entered
the realm of absurdity.

Netanyzhu's intensive attack on the US ad-
ministration is not. as he nonsensically claims,
a reaction to Washington's Palestinian bias
but an attempt 10 find 2 pretext to indefinitely
stall negotiations with the Palestinians and
thus end the peace process.

Neither was the proposed Washinston sum-
mit, calied for by the US afier the London
talks failed, an American aflempt [0 pressure
the Israeli government. Rather, in defining
the main objective of the summit as acceler-
ating the mansition towards final status nego-
tiations. it was an agempt 10 placate the Israeli
prime mipister. All the American adminisua-
tion has asked of Netanyahu is to re-deploy 1s-
raeli forces from 13 per cemt of Palestinian
land in accordance with the Oslo Actonds, the
modesty of which reques:t is underlined by the
fact that, in the US’s view, the Palestinians
have complied with all American demands op
security cooperation.

And while it is true that US frustration with
Netanyabu's intransigence has started to be
expressed by administration officials — to the
extent that Albright has wared that the US
might have to review its position towards the
peace process — US policy towards that pro-
cess remains in limbo.

The US stands to lose much throagh such
indecision and needs 10 realise that to shy
away from imposing its will this dme harms

As Netanyahu
orchestrates his
campaign to bury the
peace process we can
only hope, for the sake
of the region and Israel,
that he fails, writes

Ibrahim Nafie

not only its own inferests and those of the re-
gion but the interests of Isracl.

The US is a full parmer in the peace pro-
cess. Indeed, it is the exclnsive broker of a
process committed to a comprehensive settle-
ment of the Arab-Tsraeli conflict

The US has been commitied to this role
since 1991. It did oot face any problems
from Israel in this regard during the Rabin/
Peres government. It was only with Clin-
ton"s zecond term in office that Washington
began to pull out of the Ismeli-Palestinian
peace process, leaving the two parties ©
manage it elone. In doing so it compromised
its responsibilivies as an honest broker.
Faced with the possible collapse of the peace
process, the US administration began to re-
think its absent role. And though Netanyahn
had, upon coming to power in Israel, called
for a greater US role in the peace process,
now be is demanding a hands off policy.

Netanyahu's rejection of a revival of the
US role has peaked with the open challenge o
the US presidenc. His meetings with Jewish
orgapisations and congressional feaders is tan-
tamount to 2 declaration of political and psy-
chological war on President Climon.  His aim
i5.10 defeat US attempis to revive the dying

The perplexing question posed by everyane
is why a super power such as the US couid
consider retreating before a challenge which
Tuns counter not only to the peace process but
10 jts owp pational inierests. Can the 1S ad-
ministration disregard Netanyahu’s fHagrant
imervention in its domestic affairs; his or-
chestrating, on American land, a campaien di-
rected against the American ident?

The answer lies with Clinton and his ad-
ministration. Iz the words of Ron Pundak, an
Israeli academic and an architect of the Oslo
Accord, the firure of the peace process is now

in Clinton's hands. He cao push the pege

forward or hexr a pant of e .

sponsibility for its demrse. _ .
Several factors point 1o the iogwaly of
any setreat by Clinton and US admatdeiion

officials have been Qick to state that faling . -

saivage the pocess will harm Loraeli
o sivae e pace P il e e
m'bility with jis Arab friends 2nd weakes
jts ability to advance the peace prces.
There are many pracedents for Amenican
presidengs acting to deter Iscael froin adoge-

i jtions harmful o US natona) irter-

something recemly umderlined by Reb- -
:t‘s'?e!hmu.ﬂneﬁnmandm olan of -

state for Middle East affarm whe m 2
speech, recalled the positivn adopied by Ei-

also ?f:l it would onderming America's

senhower in 1956, when be insisted on full
Israzli, Bnill:sh and French withdawsl from:.

Egyptian serzitory. Nixon's poition on foop
disen; t following ﬂnwm War in
1973 and Bush's stand on senlement eYpan-

sion in [980.
Clinton's position vis-a-vis Netanyahu 15
:1;: as weak as his disinclination tv rexpond to
[+

am of defiance implics. Pollsig the .

US reveal tha two thind of thh Amefican -

people support pressurising Netanyahi. now
viewed as the main obstacle 10 peace. .

The fate of the peace process — the only al-
temative to which is a state of temsion, in-

stability and violence — depends oo Clin--

wo's resolve. In this regard fat me botow
from the words of an American offictal who
said that if Necanyaha hes emered a coniens
with Clinton, let us pray. jor istael’s <ake,
that Clinton comes out the w inmer.

Globalism and internationalism

This week Paris is hosting a meeting to mark the 150th anniversary of the Communist
Manifesto. NMlohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses the significance of the event.

Suarting yvesterday. and for the next
four days. a meetiag is being held
in Paris to commemorate the pub-
licarion. 150 -years ago, of the
Communist Manifesio by Marx and
Engels. Marxists and pon-Marxists
from all over the world have con-
verged on Paris to fake part in what
promises to be a highly charged
debate, as they address the ques-
tion of whether Marxisi thinking is
still relevant today and. as a mode
of thought which played a central
role in shaping the twentieth cen-
tary, what impact it can have on
the coming century.

The meeting is expected to be
very critical with regard to given
tenets of Marxist thinking., m the
light of the breakdown of com-
munist regimes after the collapse
of the Soviet Union and the demise
of the Socialist camp. although nei-
ther Marx nor Engels can be held
respoosible, 2 century and a half
after their death. for the way ideas
amributed 10 them were imple-
mented. Indeed, Marx made a
point of warning. shortly before his
death. that Marxism is a mode of
thinking, not a dogma, and that is
probably what he meant by his
well-known utterance: I am not a
Marxist!”

The Communist Manifesto is the
statement which was issned by
Marx and Engels in 1348 at a time
revolution was sweeping all over
Eurcpe. The Manifesto was, it
cosidensed form, an expression of
the basics of Marxist thinking. Its
essential theme was that history is,
in the final analysis. the product of
class struggle, and that one class in
particular, the proletariat, has 2 his-
torical role to play. From the
viewpoint of Marxism, that class
carries within its struggle the val-
ues of the fomre, the necessary in-
gredients for the emancipation of

all humankind.

In other words, Marxism makes
humankind as a whole its basic
frame of reference. If given class-
es are to be overthrown
the unfolding of class struggle, it is
not in termns of a sectarian view,
but. on the contrary, in the name of
all of humankind, from a stand thar
is fundamentally intemationalist,
as a precondition for overcoming
class struggle itself,

Today, an entirely different
school of thonght has emerged that
also makes the globe as a whole its
basic frame of reference. The idea,
which has come to be described as
globalism, rapidly gained ground
In the afiermath of the collapse of
the Soviet Union, the breakdown
of the socialist camp and the end of
the ‘bipolar world order’., which
was based on the mumally ex-
clugive relationship between two
superpowers. Following the im-
plosion of one of these super-
powers, it is legitimate to assume
that international relations need no
lo:lger be built on a system of mu-
toal exclusiveness. A globalist
viewpoint can finally emerge. no
longer hindered by the relemtless
character of the major confronta-
tions which marked much of the
twentieth ceptury.

It is interesting to pote that,
though internatiopalism and glo-
balism both proceed from the same
assumption, namely, that the frame
of reference in today’s world must
be the human species taken as a

“ whole; the two outlooks are oth-

erwise at complete antipodes. For
Marxism, the basic point of de-
parture is the worker, or ihe work-
ing class. For globalism, it is the
muitinationals, the webs apd net-
works woven by world finance,
which are perceived as the driving
force of present-day societes,

Marx wied to emancipate man
from being rransformed imto 2a
commodity. Today, we are living
the age of all-om ‘commod-
ification’, of the rapsformation of
every value, ethical, moral, aesthet-
ic, artisic, literary, incloding hu-
man beings themselves, into ex-
change value, into commodities.
According to Marxist theory, the
wage of a worker does not repre-
sent his share in the value of the
commodity he helps produce. b
is the cost, rather, of the in-
gredients (housing, clothing, shel-
mewal and perpetuaon of s
new. perpetaation S
capacities as a worker. The differ-
ence between this cost and the val-
oe of the commodity produced is
what Marx termed surplus value,
which is appropriated by the cap-
jtalist and stands at the very root
of capitalist exploitation. Tnder
capitalistn, the wotker is a com-
modity like any other imgredient
purchased by the capitalist 1o pro-
dece a given The eman-
cipation of the working class as-
sumes the restoration by the
workers of their starus as humans
after years of being treated as com-
modities by capitalism.
Globalism tends, on the contrary,
o generalise the process of ‘com-
modification’, not to suppress or
even cmail it By ‘commod-
ification’, we mean that value is
determined exclosively in terms of
its exchange valoe, of the value
fixed by the market in terms of
supply and demand. The exchange
value of any product becomes the
basic criterion for the measnrement
of value, for the price of things.
According to this logic, weapons

have value becanse there is a mar-

ket for weapons, even if the mod-

em world talks of banning
ons of mass destructon. ﬁfum;

have value, because there is always
2 demand for drgs, if only be-
cause there will always be a mar-
ket of addicts. A great sciensific
discovery, the proof of 2 math-
cal -

accomplishment of creative think-
fng, can remain withowr value be-
cause il is not appacently attractive
or meaningful for the wide public.

On the other hand, problems °

have come up concerning the abil-
ity of the working class (o act. glo-
bally, as one coherent force

Whileﬂmmcclmnismofexploim- .

tion was exposed by Marx im a

very insightful manner, tbe fact re-

mains that in the modern world a

given individual be both ex- -
ploiter and exploited at ope and the -
same time, as-owner of property oa -
the ene hand, and as b worker gen- .

erating surpius value for a-capital-
ist enterprise on the other. More-

ies | the

over, discrepancies
standards of living of the working
classes of different countries in-

crease as socicties develop at dif-'

msmm. Indeed.awoﬂ:;rin
or Japan may enjoy 1 ki
er standard of living Y ot
ist n many developing .
How can the working class operate
as an internationalist class in soch
an environment?

These are the types of. problems

Paris meeting. But the onderying
issue will-be whether the downfall
of communist regimes marked the
end of the Left as an approach to
the probiems of humankind or
only the end of given schools of
Leftist thinking, and whether these
can be replaced by others which
are bemeringleqmpped'mm tackle the

y cor lems of

modemn world _zmb

the lems
which the Right has also been un-
able to resolve.

helped the Jews?

than a capital--
societies

Notﬁipg
to celebrate
By Naguib Mahfouz

PR——

Y e e P o e S p———— i

- Tt was thonght that security,
stability aod normaf - inter-

Germany  dn
World War illostrate the fact
that it is impossible to enjoy
full security at the expense of
another party. Intemnational
relations, i situations like
can explode at any instant.
Israel today is celebrating a
victory it has not won. Peace
is forther away than it has
been at any moment in the
past few years. Israel is on a
S:Inngerousslope—-—sowbyis
it celebraring?

Based on an interview by
Mohamed Salmaw.
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- To Tke Editon

Web time

Sir- As a journalist and a regular read-
er of the Weekly. I'm extremely sur-
prised that neither your valuable pub-
lication nor any one else in Al-Ahram
group, particularly the daily paper, has
a Web site. It is no longer a loxury. If
much smaller papers, magazines, TV
and radio stations in the Arab wodd,
let alone other parts of the world, now
have gret Web sites. Al-Alram
should have bad its own for some time
now. [ look forward to seeing all of
Al-Ahram’s publications on the Web
soopest.

Bahaa Elkonssy

e-mail: medislink@geganet

Jingle all the way

Sir- I bave been sickened by the jan-
gle of TV jingles, the waves of bribery
and cosruption, Iuring young or um-
educated consumers to buy advertisers
products in 3 gamble 1 win prizes of
from 25 piastres — as advertised — to
thousands of pounds, “a million™ priz-
in consumer goods and children's

oys.
Advertisers have even lured in young

getors, from toddlers to teepagers 10*

adulis, by paying them comsiderable
sums to play the part of the Pied Piper
in these TV commercials.

. In accepting this, paremts are al-
lowing advertisers to educate their off-
spting in bribery and comuption in
their adult lives, thus leading them up
the garden path to criminality and dec-
adence by goading them to sit back
and wait for lady Tuck 1o hand them a

prize they haven’t worked for. The-

possible degrading aftermath may be
their having to go forth. begsing bowl

in hand, or, worse, to pursue immoral
means for bread and butter.

The adverisers” painful TV jingles
ignore the basic ABC's of genuine
salesmpanship, which is to focus on,
pinpoint and display the qualities of
the products advertised. Rather, they
choose the speaky way to wipe out aay
morality in the naive consumer, brain-
washing him with the bribe of that
“extra” monetary or material gain from
the purchase of the products.

Are parents going to sit back and
wait for that to happen, or will they
stand up, call for censorship of ad-
vertisements offering money or przes
as 2 lure, and pat immoral advertising
behind bars?

Mona Shaheen
Zamalek

Glass houses
Sir- These days, the Egyptiap media
talk ahomt nothing but the American
bill proposed by some senators in the
US congress. This law discusses re-
ligious discrimination against minor-
iges in some coumtries, among which
is Egypt The bill includes some dis-
ciplinary actions ageinst these coun-
tries, possibly some kind of embargo.
The law claims that the Christians
are jll-treated in Egypt. and that they
are under severe discrimination. The
idea was brought up mainly by some
Egyptian istians, who were Egyp-
tans bui they migrated to America.
Seme of them were invited to confer-
ences organised by the Republican
and the Democratic parties. In one of
these conferences. a young i

- Egypuian
Christian womap said: “They look at-

me with disdain in Egypt. The way
they look at the cross I wear shows

that” This young woman has only
been to Egypt a few times, for a few
days. However, some kind of mysteri-
?hus motivation encouraged her to say

at .

The- Foreign Ministry declares every
day that this campaign against Egypt, at
the current time, and iu such critical
circumstances, is due to the Egyptian
positon on the Middle East peace pro-
Cess

Before the Islamic conquest of Egypt
in 644AD. the Muslims were ordered
by the Mohamed to protect the
Copts of Egypt and defend them be-
canse they were the nearest religious
trend to Islam The Prophet marded an
Egyptian Cope.

In the 1973 War, the Coptic soldiers
fasted with the Egyplian soldiers. The
fsraeli bullets did not differentiate be-
ralteln o

0 what extent do ians abroad
grasp these facts? It might be ridicalous
10 claim that there is no fanakicism i

Egypt, like to claim tha: we ajl
live in uto;im%ﬂen Mustafa Mah-
:poud wrote in Al-Akram an article en-
n_tlcd_ “chrican civilisation”, where he
distinguished between Christianity in
Europe and in Egypt, some Copis sent
him fegers congramlating him. More-
over, Pope Shenouda 11 does not allow
the Egyptian 18 1o visil Jerusalem

because 1t is an occupied
the Sheikh of Al-Azhar does n.,“:‘m:
the Muslims to do so.

Moataz Attallah
i stodent
AUC

rAII readers’ contributions and comments should be addressed to The Editor. E-mail: weokly@ahram.org.ag; Fac +202 578 6089‘|
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Salama A. Salama

the sgenda of the G-15 summit in Cairo this

over wmﬂoﬁu the fornmlation °:t>_f ﬂ:: stratepy ng rﬁm
against the pegative effects ] 2

s isation — incloding, in particular, mrbulence i financial

f
ﬂndemenc?maﬂmsmdtheshon-mmmovemcmsp
ﬂpiml—'inlight_ofﬂaeiegmnsdnwnﬁommermmcml
crisis in East Agia. i

Such a swarezy involves the formulation of common
" economic. policies and positions to counteract the mar-
inalisation of the.developing world. The final com-
muniqué of the G-15 summit is to include 4 message ©

ummit calling for a balance between the
e . Sveloped countries. A “glo-

tanyaha had his mind set on
seemng the peace talks go up
in flames and on post-
poning whatever remained
of the Oslo Accords. The

y

British and Americans have t :
played the charade of lay- interests of developing and developed e e of the
ing siege to Netanyahu and bal” economic system cannot be built on 2 basis
pressun him Wy " the - integests and political will of the developed word alonc.
hd The G-15 needs, moreover, 10 interactiod

posals for a very modest
withdrawal from the West-
emn Bank — a simplistic
ploy, at best Netanyahu
merely responded by re-
fusing to go to Washington.

While Arafat's plan was
10 accept any US initiative,
regardless of the com-
promises eptailed, as a
means o pit the US ad-
ministration againat Ne-
tanyshu and his extremist
government, Netanyabu is
confident that his allies
within the US administra-
tion or in Congress — Den-
nis Ross or Newt Gingrich,
for instance -— who helped
him in the past, would al-
low him t0 weather un-
scathed any feud with Alb-
right or Clinton, by stirring
up opposition to the ad-
ministration.

The US government
seems to have no plan for
addressing Netanyahu's de-
flance of US mediation or
for pushing forward the
peace process. Whatever
Arafat has failed o achieve
throngh negotiations and
compromises, the US has
faled to  accompli
through its continvouns fiat-
tering and appeasement of
Israel and its clear and open
assertion of pro-Tel Aviv
bias. The US, however, is

(not an official statement),
expressed her support for
the establishment of a Pal-
estinian state. Such a state,
she said, would be capable
of ing the economic,
educational and  health
nesds of the Palestinians
and fostering stability in the
Middle East Her words
provoked an immediate cla-
mowr among Isracl’'s sup-
porters in Congress and
among opponenis of the
president, his wife, and the
US administration. The cla-
monr revealed how easy it
has become to blackmail
the Clinton administration,
even for its Israeli allies.
Israe] is acting like a mad
dog let loose in the neigh-
bourhood, and Washington
continues lo appease pol-
iticians and tiptoe around
the issucs. It has cancelled
the Washington meeting on
which Albright had pinned
such high hopes without
comment, blame or allusion
to the party responsible for
the fiasco. In fact, it has et
its envoy continue his am-
biguous and impossible
mission, which has never
been anything but a sting
of bitter failures. Ross’s
mission only cncouraged
Netmyahe o give free
reign o his natural ar-
rogance,  procrastination
and handheadedness, as
though the US coondinator
was responsible for busi-
ness ather than the removal
of hurdies to the peaxce
talks.
Ross’s return to Israel for
intensive talks, said to be
aimed at persuading Ne-
tanyahu of the wisdom of
US plans, is a pgenuine

cause for concern, since the |

initiative will most prob-
ably lead o further pres-
suring of Palestinians for
greater compromises. We
should be relicved that such
initiatives, buit on false-
hoods and manifested only
in the violation of agree-
ments, have failed Com-

ising on one issue led
spiral of

only as Israel’s agent, the
proposal o hold anather
meeting in Washington at
the end of May will meet
with the same fate a5 pre-
vious meetings. The bal-
ance of er within the
US, however, indicates that
no change in this direction
has wken place. In fact,
with congressional elec-
tions coming up_in Sep-
texpber. the opposite seems
to be true. Is the peace pro-
cess not already over?

encourage
amopgitsmmbacunnuies;'rheeounuimofumSomh
must resarrect :
turbulent waters of the global economy, widen the scope
of available choices, and ]
will not be in the interest of the developed countrics
alone. )

A new “historic bloc”™, including the G-
IS plus China, can act to restore the spirit
of Bandung_ The historical conditions are
very different, but the aim is still to

. create a more balamced and just
o et g, (B0
managed by giant i corpora- ol

_ions and international speculacors, With- U3
oat a fair system of distribution, global-

“the spirit of Bandong™ to navigate the
thar globalisation

().

Ttz

global

_isation on the big players™ terms will lead
only to chaos. . ‘:)
The writer is a professor of economics Mahmoud

at the American University in Cairo.  Abdel-Fadil

Time is on our side

Lebanon should not accept Netanyahu's overtures just yet, writes Amiin He\n'iedy. What harm will waiting do? .
X —

Having spent a few days in Lebanon. I noticed that
many Lebanese are preoccopied by two issues. Ope is
the mounting dispute between the members of the rul-
ing troika, which is being addressed in typically Leb-
anese style: by moving beyond the crsis and de-
positing it on the shoulders of a new president. The
second 1ssue of public interest is the Israeli pime min-
ister’s decision 10 implement Security Council resoln-
tions 425 (twenty years after it was issued. and after it
has been rejected repeatedly by varions Israeli govern-
ments} and 426 (which creates the mechanisms for the
implementation of Resolution 425). .
Security Council Resolution 425 was issued one day
after Israel bad invaded Lebanon. The resclution rec-
ognises the territorial integrity, sovereignty and in-
dependence of Lebanon within its internationally rec-
o%nisedbo:ders.'lhdecisionca]lsformewiﬂ:dmwal
of Israeli troops without delay, and the deployment of
UN forces to monitor Israeli withdrawal and ensure
the return of the Jegitimate I ebanese government. The
same day, Resolution 426 was passed as a mechanism
for the implemeatation of Resolution 425. It describes

the UN forces’ role as a temporary arrangement, last-

ing only until the Lebanese government is able o re-
establish full control over southera Lebanon.

Istael rejected these resolutions when they were
passed, and Netanyaho rejected them again when be
came to power. Ounly recently, however, he declared

 thar his government would implement the resolution

oo its 20th anniversary. The ing death toll
which Israeli forces had seffered in southern Lebanon
was the motive for its acceptance of the resolntion. It
macters littde, acconding to this logic, that Israc] bas
used the most brutal forms of repression, croelty and
torture in sealing its hold on the sonth. Gaps in the bal-
ance of power could always be compensated by re-
i ing the balance of terror.

In the past decade, however, the Lebanese resistance
has dealt a pumber of deadly blows to the two fronts
headed by Aotwine Lahad, killing a nomber of his best
men, reducing this front and depleting its combat pow-
er. As a result, Israel had to reinforce its forces in
southern Lebanon, Soon, however, Israel was in a ver-
itable quagmire, and was kaving 1o pay an exorbitant
price in terms of daily attacks against its forces. It was
therefore compelled to infroduce a total change in its
policy. Instead of maintaining land through its agents,

specifically the Sonth Lebanese Army. it found itseif
in direct confrontation. Israel was unable to impose a
fait accompli on the ground and suffered a series of
defeats without any real gain.

The casnalties and deaths among Jsraclis in southemn

Lebanon may be briefly reviewed as follows: three -

soldjers in 1989, seven in 1990, 10 in 1991, 20 in
1992, etc... The average numbes of deaths was 30 in
1992-96. Last year was considered & “black year™, not
because Netanyaho came to power or becanse the

pesace process was stalled, but becanse of the escala- -

tion of military operations against the Israeli forces.
Two helicopters collided and crashed over southemn

tacks by guerrillas, and five by “friendly fire”.

At the site of the helicopter crash, dozens of coffins
were Jaid in rows. The relatives- of the deceased and
Israeli servicemen were there, calling for withdrawsl
from southern Lebanon; but they réceived from their
prime minigter only the threat that, “If we withdraw
from here, they will follow us into the villages of Gal-
ilee.” The Isracli prime minister was relying on his su-
prepoacy in the balance of power, but he himself was
the element which distorted the balance of texror and
thus inadvertently established a new political reality
on, the ground.

As proof of the far-reaching effect of 'the temror fac-
tor, we should recall the events which took place fifty
years ago when the Erpun and Stern gangs execnted
“Plan Dalet”. The plan was desigried to capture posi-
tions and villages located on the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem
axis; the massacre of Deir Yassin was implemented
between daybreak and 3.30pm on 9 April 1948, Ou
that day, men and women were raped and killed and
children were slanghtered, leaving 2,540 dead and the
village mtterly ravaged. Yigal Allon, the Israeli mil-
itary commander, justified the camage as. follows:
“We saw the need to cleanse Galilee of its Amb in-
habitants in order to build in its place a Jewish region
in Upper Galilee. Our persistence was a tactic to com-
pdvﬁsofmmmdsofmﬁanlfsﬁ_t;&ee,andom'plﬁ

amazingly successful.” This is but one
P:;ngindiaﬁonsofbowusafulmrhasbeenmthe

On the eve of both the now-defanct London peace
talks and the global bash celebrating Isracl’s 50th
birthday, Yasser Arafat openly admitted what eve-
ryone already knew: that the PA had accepted the
US 13.1 per cent redeployment proposal. The way
he put it was in i however. “Under the

Bank. Then it was lowered to 30 per cent, then to
13 per cent. We have accepred this, working from a
positive position.”

Now, as anyone who has ever bargained while boy-
ing a kilo of fruit knows — and the peace process has
always been articulated in market-place terms
when a rradesman can be bargained down by more
than 50 per cent (67 per ceat, in fact), this is a sure
sign that he is dealing m shoddy goods. If Arafar can
be brought all the way down from 40 to 13 per cent,
why shouldn’t he be brought down a few percentage
points more — why, indeed, zot tO nine per cent?

Netanyahu's reported offer of 11 per cent is in
perfect market-place style, with both sides X
in the middle™, each conceding two points from his
last offer. The Israsli premier can therefore lament
with some justification, “it cannot be thar Israel is
the oaly side 1o make compromises.”

"The frustration of the US administration. as Den-
pis Ross’ remarks to American Jewish leaders this
week seem to underiine, is that Netamyshu has
stabbed them in the back. It was the Jsrach premier,
Ross said, who had asked Washington to “lower the
expectations” of the Palestinians from the 3040 per
cent pullback, as understood from, if not clearly
stipulated by, the Oslo accords. And lower them
they did, a 67 per centéut in one decisive swoop.

Be that as it may, the fact that fundamental Pal-
estinian rights are reduced 10 peny haggling over
percentage poims is sympiomatic of the basic laws
of motion of the peace process. Even the most
paive observers now know that the sovereign Pal-
estinizn seate, with Jerusalem as its i
more than pic in the sky, that all that is amd ever
fonle. of
jonale the is-afl-peace-process is to
bring the Palestinians, or at least their leadership, to
~— Z0Ing, S0Ing ana gone.

“This is pot 2 matter of negotiating skill Obvi-
ously, for a negotiator ro start bargaming after hav-

capital, is no

ing already conceded 67 per cent of his demands is to
invite the other party to seck more. This, again, is 2
“skill" which all kitde girls learn while still chmching
at their mother’s apron strings. That Arafat and his
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the remaining taners of a nationalist thetaric directed
at his people, on the other. It's always been 2 sloppy
amatenr's act, and it's geaing sloppier as the old man
gets older, and his space for manceavering narrower.
Ofiten, it eams the Palestinian leader the scom of both

‘The point of all this is thet the Palestinian leadership is
now in the worstnegotiating position ever. A prisoner ne-
gotiating with his jailers, the PA’s continued involvement
Im the process is now revealed for what it always wes. It
has no aim, apart from maintaining, for whatever it is
worth, the dubions power Arafat and his cronies comrenty

bold. There is nothing else. The logic of Iscaeli security .

needs, discussed so heatedly when a -few percentage
points of Palestinian land are i issue, makes a mockery of
the alleged objective of a Palestinian state. _

Since international law had failed to restore their
rights throagh cooventiopal chammels, the Arab re-
sistance movement to non-convéntional war-
fare in this conflict between those who do not own the
land and the rightful owners siriving to recover it
from its occupiers. The freedom Gghters. however,
followed certain principles and humanitardap con-
siderations o bring their stuggle inte harmony with
“the rules goveming conventional warfare. )
4gemnyahu hasg decided ﬁl%m im‘{i:lllemem: Reso::n]::lg

principally to escape e quagmire. whi
threatens to swallow him whole. He could wish to
sever the link between Lebanon and Syria, and with-
draw from Lebanon in order to remain in the Golan;
bat such an option is not a priority, since, in rec-

. ognising Resolution 425, Netanyahn admits that Israel

recognises Syrian interests in Lebanon. Netamyahu
may also be envisaging an agreement with Lebanon to
nomga]iserelaﬁopsbetwemq:ptwomnqnies,andbe

Hions on the
ments. .
The Lebanese bas good reason to be

r—??eﬂem By Hani Shukrafiah— NOW yOU don,t

The American proposal would give the Palestinians
limited self-~govemnment in 16 per cent of Palestinian
land in the West Bank. This land would remain total-

services, the CIA and assorted Evzopean police and

and
learned -directly in US inner cities and Northern Ire-
Iand, or in “cooperaiion” with the Contras in Hon-
gas.Mol?uminZaire,lfol_Pot-inCamquh,andthe

Israeli/Jewish security is still “under dire threat™ .

Jewish orgamisations in the US have laonched a
sweeping ign, involving tens of senators and
congressmen, to warn the White Hoose that any pres-
sure on Netanyahu will endanger Is ity.
Meanwhile, the administration is swearing itself biue
in the face that the US “cannot dictale to Israel its se-
curity needs.” : .

But if Isracli/Jewish security is threstened by such a
caricanwre of Palestinian power, how much more will -
-it be threatened by the folly sovereign Palestinian
stawe, with Jeresalem as its capital, which allegedly

lies at the end of the peace process? It shonld be bla- -

tantly obvions that it is the Palestinian people them-
selves, their mere existence on their land, that are the

egy of laying waste all aroomd the armies as they
moved forward checked’ Napolm:mce in the
19th, century; it inspire the government
w0 the?‘ql;-gni:esmgy"auhecloseofthe
20th century. . .
Resolution 425 clearly defines three parties and their
respective roles. Lebanon must recover its land, and
Tetm 10 the status quo of 23 March 1949, when the
truce was signed at Ras Al-Naqqura. Israel must cease
all military operations immediately and withdraw from
all Lebanese térritory immediately. The UN should
monitor the implementation of Resoluon 426, and
work out a timetable for the banding over of the land.
It should also notify the Security Council when with-
drawal is complete; apd apprise it of the steps it has
taken to assist the Lebapese govemment i re-
establishing its full legal control of the land and to re-
babilitating the region destroyed by Israel during the
on.

*YF Israe} withdraws peacefally, it will help baild-the
confidence needed to solve the remaining issues in

. suspense. But if it does net, it will become further en-

tangled in the problems it has created.

Israel is responsible for the security of its northem
bortlers, or it will have 1o pay its security bill to Leb-
anon, just as the British and the American forces are
paid by the Gulf countdes for their security services.
Isrze] is nvable to handle its security within ils own
borders: even the assassination of Rabin could not bé

prevented. .

A general amnesty must be issued by the Lebanese

overmmens to rehabilitate the Scuth Lebanese Army.

has put forth this proposal; those who
choose not to seek apnesty can always seek the pro-
tection of Isracl : '

The dﬁnoblh.;anon of Hizbullah may nota“be nec-
essary, sinee it has already pledged to. opera-
tiops after the withdrawal o Imael.ands?lgbeoomea
political party which would seek to increase its present
éﬂm.hpﬁhmgtbypmﬁcipmhgh\demmﬁc

The issues which are not covered by the resolutions
can be addressed by enbancing regional stability: in
other words, by the creation of a new Middle East.

The writer Is a former minister of defence and chief of

general ingelligence.

A

- . the Americans. He ha$ promised the Americans a

organisations — each adding fts owa Iit- -
ise in viciousness, -

keep the Palestiniang subj d, and deprived of
the basic rights of citizenship —— any kind of cit-
izenship — _aooorded,‘he worlcalt. !e?St formally. to every
other people in at least since the col

24 ia South Afii llapse

‘The greatest catnstrophe thar could happen to the
Palestinians now, and it may have already happened
by this time, is for Netanyahu, who amived in
Washington yesterday. to actually reach a deal with

“creative fix™ to reach the 13 per cent pulibac d
US special envoy Dennis '_Ross‘hasteportedp I:"ont?:s
boss that the Jsraeli premier now has “positive ide-
as”, which that boss decided should be discussed by
Secretary of State. Whatever “creative fix™ the

s and Israelis ‘agree to, Arafat will have
but to sign on the dotted line. He has
already put his fate, and that of his people, in Amer-
mhm_ds;heha-sbawedtothemcistlogicofl&
raclifJewish security, which is diametrically ami-

]

n where fundamental Pal-
estinian rights are replaced by squalid haggling over
wm&l;rostgn_apof&iswﬂlbcmsw
T e hismmmry. state, and his own
m“d‘,’,mbtﬁ?mwm we speak of the 15

nths since the peace process stalled, we
actually refemming to the time when Israeli h:‘lrﬁ
dozers started ground in Jebel Aby
Ghoeim, on the outskirts of Bethlehem, o “or-

x| i i
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over

the Gulf

Nehad Selaiha reports on the 8th Sharjah
Theatre Festival and the choice of the city as
cultural capital of the Arab world for 1998

L-R: The Cry of Metha and No

It was 1 vern strange feeling finding
myself the only woman among 50 or
more men at the sumpiuous feast giv-
cp by the rujer of Sharfuh, H H
Sheikh/Dr Sulun Bin Mobamed Al-
Qusimi. in honour of the guests of the
countn s eighth theatre festival. 1
was informed that ny presence in
such un awesome gathering af dig-
nitarics and VIPs was an =xveptional
courtesy, dmest withoot precedent.
My vaniiy was non tickled. A sprink-
ling of the lovels acrresses and fe-
malke writers aad artists | had met the
ciening before at the upening of the
festival would have added a touch of
warmith. colour and vadety to the oc-
casion and removed my awkward
seif-consciousness.  Stll. the elegan
islamic wrchitecture of the building.
the headquarters of the ruler. and the
beauty of the domed spacious hall we
were ushered into — not t0 mention
the delicious iced carmot juice passed
arcund und the presence of many old
ireads and familiar faces albeit all
male) — were a great source of com-
tort.

Whep Dr Al-Qasimi walked in and
went around shaking bands with eve-
rvbody (an enormous lot of hand-
shaking) T was struck by his gentle.
unassuming modesty. his cordialite
and sophisticated sense of humour.
He had something to say to cvery-
bady. and though garbed in the madi-
tonal dress of all the Gulf sheikhs.
he had the ease and composure of 2
ciizen of the world. He had the kind
of urbanity born out of long and in-
tense exposure to and assimilation of
cross-culwral influences and an en-
lichtened understanding of the best in
his own national culture. Years of
knocking around Cairo’s culmral and
political hubs as a student of hor-
tculiure at Cairo University. apd
bobnobbing with talented conwrades.
including actors Adel Imam and Sa-
lah E)-Sa’dani. followed by vears ai
the University of Exeter reading for a
PhD in history among the enchanting
fishing villages of Deven. and vears
of apprenticeship in politics have
combined 10 produce a progressive
and enlightened ruler intent on lead-
ing Sharjah into the 21st century. de-
spite the cxuemely conservatve na-
ture of societv in the Gulf. Not onply
has he chosen to marry a PhD in her
own right and encourages his daugh-
ters to study ballet. classical music
and painting. bul he also invests in-
tensely in the cultural infrastructure
of his country, in environmental con-
versadon and development educa-
tion, archacological excavations. the
preservation of historical sites and
buildings. the arts and the empow-
erment of women. No wonder his be-
loved city has been c¢hosen cultural
capital of the Arab world for 1998.

A group of quaint ancient houses.
built of sea rock and coral in the old
Arab style. with the various living
quarters ranged at ground level round
apen courtyards. were restored at his
personal inftiative and expense and
transformed into moseoms and cul-
tural centres for music and fiterature.
However hot and humid it may be
owtside. the cosy litle café in Sahat
Al-Adab (the literary court) — with
i1s shady arcades. wooden benches.
white-wished walls and the aroma of
Arabian coffee and minted tea —
Feels cool. breezy and informally hos-
pitable. The tops of graccful paim
trees fringe the walls on ontside and
comexpond with the greencry in the
commers of the courtyard. while the
disiant swish and faint humming of
the waves conjure a lulling vision of
the wharves and foresis of masts
across the road and the many white
sandy beaches. dotted with palm
trees and bordered with expanscs of
luscious grass. In a room ip this eo-
chunljng ..SPOI I \\'i.ll!:h'ed a beauuﬁ.l.l

actress from Dubai the festival hosts
prductions from all the seven states

ar make up the United Amb Emi-
rates) giving a moving performance in
g two-hander by Morray  Schisgal
called Tie Typists. Bul was it just her
pertormance or panly the spetl of the
place that won her the award of Best
Actess jointly with others? A piy
that nat more of the festival's pro-
ductions wwk advantage of the beaury
af this stic. or of the adjoining, and
equally charmine, House of Music,
Tre Typists wias an exception: all the
ather productions opted for maditioral
spaces with picture-frame siages: and
»0, for ten davs, we were constamily
shuorded between the Africa Hall,
which housed the small matinde per-
formances. and the main Sharjah Cul-
wral Cenwre. a mecent and quile im-
posing lslamic building. which hosied
the big productions.

1 kept longing for the old-world

The Cry of Metha

charm of Sahat Al-Adab. but my
schedule as head of the festival's jury
{another unprecedented thing in the
history of this bi-annual theatrical
event and. hopefully, another break-
through for the Gulf women), and as
one of the main speakers in the semi-
nar on the avant-garde. movement in
Arab theatre, left me little leisure. I
did not make it to Sahat Al-Adab an-
other time, but the location chosen for
the sessions of the seminar was more
than encugh compensation. It was an-
otber graceful, two-storey, historical
building. of stunning beauty. spotted,
renovated, and created into Al-
Sharjah’s Ant Museam by Dr Al-
Qasimi who donated to it his private
art collecton of priceless paintings as
a gifi to his people. It was a fas-
cinating., thrillingly sensuous ex-
pericoce crossing the long marbled
comridor that stretches from one end
of the building to the other on the sec-
ond floor with the changing sky peep-
ing at you mnd powting s light
through ihe lanice windows on both
sides and the dalicate webbed roof.
Bordering the corridor on either side
were the open exhibition rooms with
treasures of beauty.

Officially. Dr Al-Qasimi is a states-
man — a ruler of long experience.
Unoffictally, be is an ans con-
noisscur, a passionate historian (he is
already working on a second PhD on
the hisiory of trade in the Gulf at Dur-
ham University), novelist and play-
wright. Unlike Vaclav Havel who
climbed to political power on e
steps of drama, Al-Qasimi chose to
embrace fiction and drama at the apex
of his political career and to join the
motley ranks of the thespian tribe and
jump onto their colourful and wi-
cacious bandwagon.

The festival opened his first dramat-
ic oeuvres, a historical play of epic
proportions and a cast of fifty (all
male) about the sack of Baghdad in
1758, the slmghter of the Abassid Ca-
liph Al-Musta’sint, the decimation of
jts population, nearly 800,000 at the
hands of the Mongo! conqueror Hu-
fegu, the grandson of the fearful Gen-

ghis Khan. In his foreword 1o the
plav. printed in the programume. Al-
Qasimi makes no bones about the
clear didactic purpose and message
of this. his first venture into the realm
of drama. He entered drama through
the gates of history. he admils; The
Return of Huleau is intended as a les-
son and a warning 10 the Arabs. It is
2ll faci: no fictional embellishments
or concessions to the requirements of
traditional drama such as psycho-
logical depth in chamcterisation.
~Reading the history of the Arab na-
tion,” he simply admits. 1 have
found that the events that preceded
the fall of the Abbasid Dynasty are
very similar to what is taking place
now in the Arab world — as if his-
wry is repeating itseif. Hence this
playv: a reading_ of a painful present
from a historical perspective. All the
names, characters, places and events
in this play are factual: and every
word and sen-
tence is  in-
tended to re-
flext, with
absolute clarity,
what is hap-
pening 0 our

right

of history. But
no one who saw
; it at the openo-
ing, in Qasim
Mohamed’s stir-
ring. fast-moving
production. could deny its forceful
impact, ruthless o?_usterity. and :av;r-
powering sense of urgency. It a
grim tragic frugality with no frills or
softening effects — like a fierce av-
alanche of grotesquely absurd choices
and brutal massacres that left no room
for reflection and beld no ray of hope
for humanity — Arab or otherwise. It
was not, frankly, the kind of play I
would choose to see more than once.
It is all very well o document in dra-
ma the ruthless march of bistory and
the rise and fall of nations; but the ar-
bitrary ousting of women. their forced
absence and exile from the historical
pageant, made the artistic vision pre-
sented on slage somewhat lacking —
fess real and authentic and, per-
sonally. left an acid taste in my fem-
inist mouth. History is not made up
of just men warring. cohqVering, and
massacring each other, and killing
children and women and raping them
in the process. It is essentially made
of women guarding the fort of life
against the ravages of demented, pow-
er-crazy roales and dictators.

When Dr Al-Qasimi dismissed the
eager media men with their in-
cessaplly flashing cameras and ob-
wusive microphones and led hijs
guests into a beautiful conference
room on the second floor ta have an
informal. friendly 1éle-a-léle with
them before lunch. I thought I would
get the chance to talk 1o him about
his play, his projects, and the fumure
of the festival. But, predictably, the
meles (I was a dismally sad minority)
monapolised the conversation. It
was hugely entertaining all the same,
Dr Samir Sarhan. the head of the
Egyptian State Publishing House and

a playwright, and the Kuwaiti di- -

rector Fuad EI-Shatt, set about inter-
viewing both the author and the Iragi
director of The Return of Hulegu
about the nature of their collaboration
over the play. Soon encugh, the dis-
cussion slithered into the difficult and
irritatingly imcsolvable question of
who takes priority: the writer or the
director.  Al-Qasimj  diplomatically
declared that the performer always

comes first. A lot of what was said af-
terwards was platitudinous and com-
monplace: but what was reaily touch-
ing and refreshing was Al-Qasimi's
attitude and genial eagerness. He was
just like any other new playwright
anxious to tatk about his play and lis-
ten to what the "big critical zuns’ have
1o sav about it The nier had melted
into the background or facitly been
left downstairs. The man sitting with
us was simply 2 dramatist. and a fal-
tering povice at that. in need of re-
assurance.

At the dinner table. his avid appetite
for intelligent conversation did not
abate, It was as vigorous as ever and
its chosen target this time was Dr
Fawzi Fabmi. the head of the Egyp-
tian Academy of Arts. The result was
that for Dr Fahmi ir was all talk and
no food. The wailers kept removing
one full untouched dish after another
{there were about ten courses) until.
finally, 10 my immense relief. | saw
him dipping into a small bowl of
‘Umm Ali’. Fuaony that Fahmi should
have travelled all the way from Egypt
to feast solely on this typically Egyp-
tian sweet dish at the prince's ban-
quet! By 10 o'clock. when the eve-
ning performance ended, he was
ravenous: but deciding what 1o eat
took him over an hour. Sharjah is a
gourmet’s paradise with an infinite va-
riety of international cuisine. By the
time he made up his mind, choosing
1o go Persian. it was already too late;
be had to settle for room service.

Choosing the winners of the fes-
tival's {2 awards was & much easier
task: the competing productions num-
bered 13. representing 12 companies
from the various states of the United
Arab Emirates. By far the most mov-
ing and impressive was Distress, a
one-woman show written and per-

* formed by a brilliamt young actress

called Sabreen Al-Rumeithi. It fea-
tured a Jonely woman of forty re-
viewing her life, wrecked by pe-
triarchal authority. and venomously
railing against all forms of female co-
ercion. Equally powerful was The
Water Flask which focused on the in-
human treamment of divorced women
in Guif societes and the corrosive
stigma that attaches to them however
highly educated and intelligent they
may be. The oppression of women.
their longing for freedom and self-
fulfillment, and their enforced, de-
bilitating dependence on mien and
marriage for survival were also at the
heart of The Net, The Long Journey.
The Typists, and The Cry of Metha.
The Gulf males too had a lot to =ay
and joined the women in the fe-
rocjous critical thrust which made this
festival more than a simple anistic
event. The political. cultural and so-
cioeconomic fubric of the Amb
world and ils comservative societies
was honestly scrutinised and ruth-
lessly anatomised in such plays as Ne
and The Other Foce of the Clown
which, with Distress, shared the
award for best production.

Of the festival’s 12 awards, six went
to women. plus two credits. 1 had not
thought when I boarded the plane at
Cairo airporl on my first trip o the
Gulf that I would be meeting 50 many
brave and wonderful creative women
or 50 many progressive and en-
lightened men. I left Sharjah hoping
that next time I see it our friendship
will have grown deeper, the projected
theatre instimute will have opened, the
women will have shed many of their
grievances and found scope to realise
their enormous creative potential. I
also hope that at the next reception al
the ruler’s headquarters the list of
guests would inciude more than one
representative of the female species.
Funny that Dr Al-Qasimi and 1 over-
lapped at Exeter University without
ever physicaily crossing paths.

EXHIBITIONS
TR

Fegerico Garda Lorca

Cervantes Instirate, 20 Buulos Hun-
ng 5t Dobki Tel 360 JT6/35™ JOA
Daiir v Fro & Sar Jhom-Spm. Un-
ref J Men

Salah Zaki {Paintings in progrensi
Mubgrak Poblic Library, 4. El
Tahawia 5, of El-Ni! 5. Oica. Tel
336 0391 Dailv esc Tues. )lam-
Tpn. Until 1 M.

ity in Design, Quality iz Use
wﬂn‘ﬁ's)ﬂ Council Gallery, {92 Shuria
ElNiL Agouzz Tel 307 8391, Dotly
Sam-Fpm. {neid 16 M.

Suid Farbgn :
Cairy Atelier, } Karim Al-Dawia 5L
text o Hangux Store. Tel 574 6750,
Dty Migm- 1o, Unzil 16 May,

Collective E!hﬂliliﬂnﬂ
EL-HAanager. Upera flouse grosmds,
Geara Tel 340 685}, Duily Sam-

{Gpm. Urail {5 Moy,

kmb':gu Gullers. &8 Champoflion
Masi iya. ry. 3

St Downionm. Tel 578 L4948 Daly
ext Frr. 1lam-Spm.

Hassan Abdel-Faltah & Salemn Sa-
tah (Painungs!

Khan Al-Maghraby Golery. [% Al-
Mansour Mohamed St. Zomplek. Tel
30 3399 Dol exc Sur 10 50am-

0.30pm.

Palestipe 1923

Mubarck Public Library, J, El-
Tafwwia 51, off EMNH 5t Giza Tel
336 0291, Daily exc Tue, 11am-7pm.

Yiri Sylven

Extra Gallers. Al-Nessim St corner
of Montaze 5. Zamaiek, Tel 340
6293, Daily exc Sur, [0.50am-2pm &
Spm-Spmn

Ramses Younan I, AbShergiin St
Espace Gollery. 1, . rifein St
Downiown. Tel 393 1699, Daily exc
The 1am-2pm & ¢9pm. U'nnl 24
Men.

Student Art Exhibition

Ewart Galfery. Main Campus, AUC,
Mohamed Makmoud St Tel 357
6373, Daily exc Fri, 9am-9pm. Until
24 May.

Best Book Bindings 1997

Cervantex Iastinute, 2{) Boulas Han-
na St Dokke. Tel 360 1736/337 1962
I,I'l;u‘l‘; exc Fri & Set.liom-8pm. 19-
28 Aay.

Fathy Afifi /Pamiings)

Cairo-Berliz Gallery. 17 Youssef Al-
Guindi 51, Bab Al-Loog. Tel 393
1764, Dady e Sun, 12 mron-Jpm &
Spm-Spm, Unril 30 Ma»,

Mesvat Refaat & Irene Rewri
Thiele

Sheba Gallery, 6. Sn Lanka §t. Zam-
wleie Tel 340 9192 Doily ew Fri,
Itam- Spm. Unti? 6 Janc.

Images of Sinai and the oases.

Robert Kappa ( '

Sy Gl Mot Eomep, ALC
Al-Sheikly Rikan 3t Tel 357 H2s.
Daify exc Fn & Sm. Yam-{Zpm &
Gpm-Spm, Uretil 11 June.

Brecht Posters

Goethe Institute. 5 Al-Bosian St
Derwntewn. Tel 575 9577, Mon-Thu
lpm-;pm. Fri Sam-noon. Uil 15
June.

Mohamed Ahla

Goethe [nstitute, 5 Al-Bostenm St
Dowmown. Tel 575 9877, Mon-Tau
ipm-Tpm, Fri Som-noon. Untif 15
Jurr.

Art For AR

Salema Gallay., 36/A
Ahmed Orabi St, Mo-
handessin. Tel 346 3242 |
Daile exc Fri, [0em-
230pm & Spm-Spm. I3
May-end of June.

FILMS

-

Festival of Jiri Menzel
Films

Palace of Artistic Ap-
preciation. Sidi Gaber,
Alevandria ' "

pricious
16 May. 7pm: My Little

Sweet Village

Mellsto

Goethe Instiute, 5 Al-Bostan Si
Downtown. Tel 575 9877. 20 May.

7pm

Direcicd by Istvan Zabo (1981), the
film is winner of two awarda from
the Canucs Festival, 1981,

Itafian FIL
f6 May, 7pm: { Ladro di Bambini
(1992}, dir G Amelio, with Lo Ver-

50
17 May, 7pm: Sacco E Vanzetd
(1971), dir G Montaldo. with R
Cucciolla

19 May, Spnc 11 Postine (1994), dir
M Troisi, with Pk Neiret

Notice:

Commercigl cinemas change foreign
o Mowder. Tra. v e
ar . = i
vided is vatid af the time of going 1o
press. It iz wise ur check with the
cinemas. Arabu: films are seldom
subtitled. For more information,
contact the venue,

Tianic
MGM Kollevet Al-Nasr Sg, Maadi,
;-;1“ 353 3064 Dail ta_.'an 1pm.
%ml. nas Is Em-~
Dail mmq'a 3 mﬂm bl
[v 'ym, &
Tiba I Nasr Ci:y.p'?;! 22 !?E

L

o 7 Co- Milva at the Gombouriya

Listings

Duiis il Foom » Frm e &
fmre, Rauneis Hulton I Cmics
Nl SroTel S04 TEEn, JhaAr
P A

i dim, 8w 3o

& v 30w

g Pk, Tet
335 472

§r. Hebwrons, Feo 263 100 &
.Ls"lrn;. & S £ WU nnmvf.l
15 Emadedanm S Dhrericwn eei
592 2&i Duin e D7
Liypm, A 3uzm & W i

3. Ve En He-
= Dz
A g item &
wiprm Karim M, §F Emudedidn 52
Downmown. T 552 4US0 fxaly
Jlme o 350w G00ze L
©_30mm Cairy Sheralon. Al
5L Gizz fel Jen SREL Do
JiLs0em, fom Prm. tpe Spm &
mudrizhe

Mousc Hunt

Tiha I1. Nasr Croz, Tel 202 doed
Dath 10.30em J300m, 6 2)pm &
0,30, Ramsis Hiltoa H. Cormche
ALND S Fel 572 TE3E D
LAOpm, Sbvrm L bSupm

L.A. Conlidential

Radio, 24 Tuizz: Herd 5. Doswn-
owm, Tel =78 AFAZ, Dy Iiam.
Ipm. Spr, fiprr & 7o

Coniact

Drive In. encronce of AM-Skoenug
Ciry. Carp-Ismailic dezert road Ted
3216 G53 Dzl adtpm &
9.30pm Trur & Frn sl s

Copland )
Odean I, + Dr Addrl-Herua Sa
St Donntown. Tei 575 8757 Daih
1030am, {dpm  Adipm 4
Y. 30mm.

As Good As 12 Gets

Odeon I 4 Dr Abde!-Hamed Sund 51
Dowrtour. Te! 505 537 Daly
10500, 130, & flpee £ 9 F0pm

Beverly Hills Ninja

Renagissance. Waorll Teude Centre,
Comicre A-YiL Maspers, Tel 3%
2039, Dby 10 Wam, lpm. 535w,
5.30pm & V3G,

El-Batal 'The Hero?

Ross. Rocy 53, Feliopeius, Tel 25°
0324, Duily Mhem. JSam, bpm &
Spr. Rivoli I, 26 July $o. Down.
iows Tel 575 5055 Dy Jom,
A3om, d.0iem & 9.50om. El
Heram, Al-Horeee 5. Gizca. Tel 385
2358 Dwgily l0am, Ipm. dom, fipm
& Spm. Diona. J7 Al-3lji 5. Er-
adeddin, Downigwn Tel 592 4727
Daily, [Oam. Ipm Jipm. 8pm &
9pm, Lide. 23 Emodeddin St Dewn-
taan. Tel 593 3284 Doy Jim.
Ipm, fivm & Ppm.

Daxtells rLace)

Metro, 35 Talas Herh St Down-
wwn. Tel 3G4 3897 Doh Mam
lpm. 3pm. fpm & . Odeon 1. +
Dr Abdel-Haomd Sad §1. Demn.
towr. Tel 575 8797 Duily i0.30arm,
1.30pm, 6.307m & 9,30z, Cosmaoy
1. 12 Emadediin S, Dowatown Tel
7.9 537 Dapidv [0am. ipm. Jpm.
fpm & Spm. i Scrrai Al-
Arpakia St OfF Akmed Lrcln 3q,
Donrtowr. Tel 574 5350, if
Hiare, pnz, Ipme, 5.30pm & 9.300pm,

Round Trip)

Rivell 1, 26 July 5t, Dawniewn, Tel
575 5053 Dudy Ilpm, 3.30pm,
6.30m, Spm & i0pm.

DANCE
L

Makamat

El-Hanager, Opera House grounds,
Gedra. Tel 310 6851. 13 May. 9pm.
A dance theare performance di-
recied by Karim El-Tonsy.
Flamenca Music and Dance
Garden of the Cervantes Institnie,
20 Boulos Hanna S1, Dolki. Tel 350

1746/337 1962 15 & M May.
8.30pm. .

MUSIC

Paragvay Festival

Main Campus, AUC, Mokamed
Mahmaond 5t. Tel 357 5436, 17 10 20
May.

Natiomal Arabic Music Ensemble

Main Hall. Opera FHowse, Ge=i
Tel 230 8144, 14 May, S

Noa re Splende La Luna
Ga-lﬁmp g P

arcpe Gomhouriva
.;;u Tel 391 9936, J4 & IS5 May.

Sl Hal Bpera
15 May, gmﬂfm louse. as above

Cairo Symphony Orchestra

- Cafooma. 2.300er-5 2rm: Economy

Mz el Vores doale o 2
o5 Mo e

% Recital .
Nenad? Ball o3 ol 3 wle o = D

Hol | S Y

Armndius Chamber INTIreT? !
Sonndl FIz? Unemi #ommr az sz |
i% Mg, v .
Epyptian Moical Yocy .

Small Hall Grera Houe == =S0m,
1 M, vpr

Opera wms Al-Wegood N
Mot Feli. Lprre Howe & Srny

#6.22 M., i

THEATRE

N

Onr Covplry™s Gosd

Walleer Themore Growee Uarlws,

AL dramed Wamnsd 8 Tl

XTI W) WOF TN,
ezt b Ton HamroeAec

Oedipnme

El-Hanaper. Crrra M wfe groomar
Geziree Ted W85 €02} Diggie ne i
wers SGrmRe o5 W om

Une Roche An Deaus De Ma Tér
French Coltzral Centre, ! ALfroge
AlHogow; AFeomung T 3.
wre, Tl S5 TR f6 M Yom

im e g en e e

[ PN

Ak"Arid 1 The Mode. :
Poppet  Theche, e N T8
SRISE, Dails,

Khat Akmar :Rael L3 -
AlTali‘s, Auhe S Teo 557 #48€
Dizly, i

Shakespeare, Une-Tao

AbTali'e. Awig S5 e 5eiT v
Doz, Tpe

Habb Ma Qabl ARy Lanz fe-

Joo Sl .l

P = e ——

memorating 59 Years of trab Do |
ion Sinice the Establishment

of the State of Tsrzel

Operune Notiao! Theatre, + Mo,

rm ond covvimmrr o0 Al-Seiom

Theatre, 16-21 Mus Trm

Poetry mealings.  theamoal e

formances and exhibit.ons

Ficldwork at Tell Ib-

il

May, 5.50
Lectye by Wallers van Maarles.

Recorsiderations @t the Feonomic
Mistors of the Middle East
Oriental Hall, Maiz Canegus. ALC,
Mobamed Milmosd S: T 357
5062 18 May.
Ham- 1.3 Political Econom)

The Ecrmamic Road in Corflen Pl
estine 1551-193%, B Payl Selinar,
The Age of Toms iian Egg_::.u'i.; R s
sorgimento, by puest speassr Pelsr
Gran. Microbigfory and the Re
examynasion of Puuperns  Par.
cdignr: The Smery o Buaderrean !
Istah in Aures, I930-{9:0, b Fuprs

and Cless Violenre “From Abowve™
and Vilence “From Beim ™ = the |
Middle East: A Hiczorical Retr.:spe.-
nve, by var Jvdonic ] Karm
Khalil. Femirmsaion of Viliages —

Terts a_"_§£ -

Socia! and Ezomomic EF
Ous-Mregration- Tae Example f Tno
Syrizn Villages. br Elzabeth Hiori-
ing. Matericl Cordinens of Live o
ike Doprrsen m Mes-
ievel Coirns Ar Er-
ample of Tee LU'se oF
Wagfirar as  Searces
Jor Ecocvmye urnl 5 -
ciaf Hisore, ™ G-

ringe Morud, Shaes
and Agricemre @ fan
Cenzary Egvps, tin A,
abicy bv imad Hia
Shamseddin

&i. Tel 360 i74A38”
1962 I3 Meny. Spm,
Lecture. iz Spansh, d
Dr  Mohamed Abul
Ana.

Lz Campapne de Bon-
aparte dans les Livres
tiens

Scolaires Egyp

CEDEJ, 14 Abdel-Rakmar E!-Suwni
3, Mokandersin, Tel 361 1932 19
May, 5pm,

Lecture. in Arabic. by Dr Kamal
Mophith

Ramsic Younan Peintre, Fovivain,
Sorréaliste

Freneh Cultural Centre, I Mudrgser
Al-Hogoug Al Frrensiva 5:. Moo
nira, Tel 354 7679 19 Mav. Tpm

Fanst in Arabic Literature

Goethe Instivate. 20 Boules Hanra,
Dokki. Tel 575 9377, 19 May. Tom.
lmmmb . iz Arabic, by Dr Als Khat-

All information cormes: at time of go-
ng to press. However, ft reepane
wise 0 check auh wenuen din,
since programmes, dutes and nmes
are whiect to chanpe ar very shont
notice.

Please serd tnformattan ro Listings.
Al-Akram Weekdv. Galaa St. Caun,
Tel 573606+

Around the galleries

NARRATIVE elements from
Egyptian folklore pervade the
drawings of Hassan El-
Sharq, which ate on exhibit
at the Rod El-Fareg Cui-
tural Palace, Abu Zeid Al-
Hilali, magicians, damsels in
EilsU‘CSS and kpights is aleam-
INg ammour cross paths in
tghly  knit compositons
which are rich in detail and a
Pleasure to behold. :
Al-Shemon Gallery hosts
Over 35 paintings by Hoda
::m::ﬁ c}n a stvle thm can
e " fomss™,
these are landoes.  son.
Scapes, pommaits and stil-
lifes. :

Reviewed by Nagw= Efasiri -
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_ adox that has atténded the event in

- . Something’s g

. David Blake ponders, without
-solving, the mystery of vet another
director at the Cairo Opera House

Thclomﬁunsinwhicbmusicispemndfmapub_

ic andience are seldom, if ever, hospitable places
The Cairo Opera House is no ¢ on.Beca!:lse '
me_monear_ihmwhichtb_sﬁnx placed it, it is

already kmows the international piano circus and
made a good job at it. But why the Cairo Opera? has
We sit. We digress as mnst be. Heis 2 ari-
ist who has played in the best places. For years he hag
lived in Paris, is married to a French wife, md has two
children. But recently a lot has been happening to mu-
sic omtside of Egypt than merely the coming of 2 new

centory. -

Thie world of music to which Yassa has been ac-
customed received a major blow from Norbert Wiener
and the Massachosents Institute of Technology. For
giving bumanity cybernetics, which atready changed,
and will further change, civilisations, they have a lot
1o answer for. Cybernetics helped pave the way for the
electromtic brain of the computer and it is already in re-
bellion against mainstream cultare everywhere, Music
hss been toppled, tumed mrtle. We really can never
hear Bach as Bach was before the mrtle turmed. Clas-
sic music, as it is called, is going down head first. The

future is more exciting than what is left of the pasi In

this post-cybernetics wmiverse there is no word for
rew; everything is in flux. Yassa feels out of place in
t -

And so, more or less, this is why Ramzi Yassa is

" here. Change, and the desire slowly to come to terms

with newness. He is not homesick; be has no-nostalgia
for thé Old Nile. He is very happy and was doing foe

Lwe. * inParis. He is not here becanse he has nowhere else to
73, Q.Esmdidnotfadp;heishembemusethe

This is obvious when yon take a long look at him as
man and artist. He comes from a long line of pianists,
specially made in Moscow, indulged and assisted
&ﬁﬁ&wilhoomplﬂesums.mbecomeacamntype

was indestructible and seamless, almost
too much so. The German and Frepch, with ex-
traordimary ial beauties of their own, were less
adaptable to every kind of music than were the Rus-
sians. They pever taught pianists to be machines in
Russia, and still do not. Their techmical power was
given o free them. -

Yassa has all thijs and something else. Al times the
very lid of the piano opens and out comes unexpected
music, which is a challenge. This is the special type of
player he is, a virtmoso who kicks and then moves into

Russian p_laymf roamed the world. Their iechnique
watertight,

deeper.water thai others. He is an artist. He-has-co- -
ordination skills, from: brain to finger, 100 quick for -

sight bart not for the audio apparatus of the skilled Hs-

tener. He can aitain in an insiant greal speeds in

which the hands in action become invisible. They are
playing faster than sight can follow them.

These gifts are polished by practice. Yassa says if
he does not practice he cannot sleep. If he cannot
sleep, be says, he worries. “T"ve got two octopuses in
my life now, Paris and my life there and the Cairo Op-

. era, with me in the middle.” Tt sounds forbidding,

maybe the end of him as 2 pianist.

He jumps up: “Never. Something new will come up;
other lights will blink. Pianos are capricious in-
struments that seem to go away frora you, but it is al-
ways you who goes away from them. I could never
leave the piano even if 1 did begin o go bany. It
needs me to be dependent on.” This is quile straight,
and it pays to see him as straight as he sees himself

The image of Dear Old Ramzi, the Mr Right of
Egyptian classical nmsic, needs a dusting up. He has
been swuck too tightly to Beethoven; it's time to oy
other people’s piano concertos. He might start with
ERiott Carter, and the good old image for sare weunld
sull fil] the house. He says: “Maybe. When they, the
comminees, first time round offered me the job of di-
rector. I refused. My friends were happy. I refused be-
cause there were no options of freedom of movement
given to me. I would have been stuck ipside the pal-
ace walls. This time, all the options are open; I can do
more or Tess what I like, and since they know T hate
sitting down, they know I'll do something.”

Can you refuse anything?

“The Tov. If the plan now works, I have free lime to

loquos jsys croyd’

practice, to travel around for concert datcs, and see
what's going on in the music world abroad, and I
would come back "™

To do what?

“We'll see. So far, angel's winps.”

But why a director, 2nd for what?

“Everyone is a director in official Egypt. If you
aren’t, yon get about 100 pounds 2 month. Com-
inittees sign papers, deliberate for weeks about tiny
things, di make small scandals. cancel. re-meet
and 1hen sign. And 5o it goes on and on. | am a di-
rector of angel’s wings.”

Ramzi Yassa is making a temporary call in Cairo.
Pianists today, any way. are like old Hollywood fiim
stars. They shine and then go into the shadows, but
they never die. However difficult it is 10 see Yassa as
a worker, even a director in an opera house, that's
where he’1l be for guite a biv.

‘Yassa has joined the mysierions Bal Masqué of the
directors — the Dancing Commitiees. Being a good
Sa'idi, and young, he enjoys a fight. He might help to
liven up the palace in the sardens of Zamalek with his
own special war manoeuvres.
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change when in the mid-80s

- i as it was then
the first. annual “Cavafia %m is of the

nesli 3 Tead in a .
S e T
Versities. Although Cavaly had loog sioce bad & 520 -
nal preseoce in jan poetry through jum also
lations of clusters of his poemis, ‘h"l ]ss]’mn-*oﬁs of more
fonctioned as a launch formmmmissioned andlor
compiete Cavafy coflections CODUI jon of
\be Groek Embassy. Tbe ipangaration of -
'sﬂatasamnseﬂmtgmngthc I

- I .l il " i mat
Euarded, also provided a “site” for lilerary
All this said, however, the Tth
Symposium, heid from 1-5 Mz, cent years. The

Symposiom berely draws an ab 2 -a;_d‘mem&r%;}
dcofs‘pukﬂs.lhisd@“’ummuofmmyof
0d fmds invested in it, and the quality oL IR
the papers read. Nor csa it be claimed

addressed are inaccessible to the general public. -

Among a number of papers tackling aspects of
Greek-Egyptian culiural issues, was that or “Mariana
“The Greck Woman® in Miramar by Naguib Mah-
fouz™, given by Professor Azza Kararah of Alex-
apdria University. Rehterating the peint often made
about the paralfelism between the itm Alex-

andria of the Ptolemies and that of the 19th and 20th
centuries, Kararah  addressed the “abrupt chanpe

The 7th Cavafy Interational Symposium closed last
week. Hala Halim reports on the annual Cavafy binge

[that] vecars with the advent of the 1960s™ as seen in
Naguib Mahfouz's Autwmn Quail and Miramar,
which “fflustrate the 1ail end of an era™ In the former
novel, set in the early “50s, Kararah explained, Mah-
fonz “still saw Alexandria as a live cosmopolitan,
more or less foreign city™, hence, she argued. the fact
that the brow-bealen proiagonist of the novel moves
from Cairo to the Alexondrian quarter of Thrahimieh,
“often dobbed ‘Litle Athens’ because i was the
home of 2 lwge Gresk com-
mupity.” He thus finds “sol-
ace™ and a “refuge” in Ibra-
himieh, as “an alien among
aliens™

With Miramar, set in Alex-
andria in the early "60s. “after
j the nationalisation laws came
into effect” with their impact
on the foreign communities.
“Mahfouz captores this specif-
ic epoch in the History of
Egym which finds its most ob-
vious expression in Alex-
andria”. Analysing the faded
gentility of Pension Miramar's
inierior as an image of “the
- Alexandda of thar time™, Ka-
Greek
prictess, Madame Mnrig:l:.
pow exiled in her own city,
but never having been o
Greece. In an imaginartive tour
de force, Kararah compares
the Unm Kulthoom concen
that Mariana listens to on the
radic once a month to the de-
fested Antony's “invisible
choir” in Cavafy, concluding
that “Mariana is Naguib Mah-
fouz's Antony amd like him.
buz to the strains of Souma’s
[Umm Kuithoumn's] songs that
echo like a requiem throogh-
ont the story. she bids farewell
1o the Alexandria of her

trdom. This was during the year 1973 and the glori-
ous October War [when these] poems were broadeast
on the Cultural Radio Program.™

The anthology. he said. drew on works by 65 mod-
ern and conlemporary Greek poets, every effort hav-
ing been made io include a fair namber of women
poets, Rather touchingly, this scholar who has been
working with the Greek langusge for “almost 40
vears™ vouched that it was his hope “that by pub-
lishing this anthology I will have nepaid part of the
debt due, being one of those who studied the culture
of Hellas, enjoyed its pure thooght. drank 10 exhala-
tuon from the stream of Castalia in the precinci of
Apollo, the Greek god of poetry and an.™

In “C P Cafavy as a Forerunner of [the] Multi-
culturalism Ideal™, Michalis Pieris, tackled the fink
between the poel’s native cily as a “‘mulii-ethnic®,
“murti-Engual® and ‘multi-cultural” cosmopolis™ and
the theme of ethnic and cultural hybridity that runs
throagh his work Cavafy, claimed Pieris, “adopted
the mixfed] character... as 2 modern and progressive
concept with which he reached the ideal and values of
the cosmopolitan culture and the rejection of ethnic
and religious fanaticism™ Hence, sugpesied the
speaker, the choice of seming for many of Cavafy's
poems, of greater Greece, of the diaspora, of the for-
munla “*partly the one’ and ‘partly the other'™ of the
racial byvbrid as opposed 10 the thorough-bred — as
seen in poems such as “Reinming Back Home from
Greece™ and “In a Town of Osroini™.

Anoiher thought-provoking paper was thal read by
Oxford professor Peter Mackridge, entitled “For Love
or Money? Eros, Arnt and the Market-place in Ca-
vafy's Poetry™. Through his analysis of poems cen-
trmg on artisans and art objects, as well as those
where money binds or scparates fovers, Mackridge
concludes that “love, like art, should be a purely pn-
vate maner, exempt from the public sphere. Yet,
much as Cavafy might have preferred the tempie of
axt to be free of vendors zand money-changers, art and
love are inevitably implicated in the socio-economic
world... In his poems he presents these wo conlra-
diciory bt co-existing world-views, the idealistic and
thz realistic. and explores the ironics that arise from
their co-existence.™

The above were among a few of the symposium pa-
pers read in English, the vast majority of the talks be-
ing in Greek. Although Mr Samuel Bisham does a
good job giving off-the-cuff brief synopses in Arabic,
there is oo doubt that low aticndance of the event
owes itself not a litde to the language bamier. English
abstracts of the papers delivered in Greek, distributed
in advance — a suggcsﬁ:‘ragcvioualy made on these
pages — would surely for more dialogue, as
would devoting ar Jeast 15 minmes to discussion 21
the end of each session. Likewise. the frequent Iast-
minute changes to the printed programme also pesd
to be addressed. Minor problems though these are,
compared to the wremendous amount of energy in-
vested in bringing about the event, they centainly need
to be solved before the Cavaly Interpational Sym-
posinm can fulfil the promise it no doubt possesses.

Plain “Jalic

I have just received a won.
derful package of publica-
tions from the British Coun-
cil. It copwains. among other
things. u comprehensave {js
of recent rescarches on Eng-
lish literanme which goes 10
show that the interest im lit-
erature never lags and that
in spite of the supremacy of
science, this old established
form is sull popular,

And. of course, there is
the seventh anhology of
modem writing, a publica-
tion of which the Counct! is
just proud. What is really
interesting  abow the an-
thology is the fact that eve-
ry issue has different ed-
ilors, which guarantecs a
diversity of matenal, |
know how difficuit it is to
seleci material for publica-
tion and also the dilemma
of choosing between al-
ready established wrilers
and the up and coming
ones.

This anthology conlziny a
number of new writers who
clearly have talent and who
will, in ail. probability fig-
ure in future anthologies. In
fact New Wriling serves as
some a testing ground for
new salent.

But the publication 1
found really fascinating is
Britisk Studies Now. which
is described as the British
Couneil's international
magazine for everyone in-
volved in leaching and ip-
terpreting new trends in
Bntish culmre by nop-
Britishers. The cument is-
sve, /nto the Future, deals
with cultural manifesiations
in such arcas as Bohcmia in
the Czech Republic, Mos-
cow. Romaniz znd other

an countries where
the British Council is ac-
tive.

The introduction 1o this is-
sue tries 1o explain what is
happening 10 culre. It
finds that “culture has gone
plural; it refuses 1o fit the
grid or stay still on the
map.” With the constant
process of migration new
identities are taking shape
across cultures. The editori-
al claims, and quie rightly,
that there is more than just
one Britain. This means that
British stodies differ from
place to place. There are so
many, often contradictory,
views of Britain held in dif-
ferent parts of the worid,
What the Egyptians think of
Brdtain, for instance, differs
from what the Indians or the
Nigerians do. These diverse
views are the resuit of both
historical memories and
present contacts,

In an article -entitled
“What is British Cultural
Smdies Anyway?™ Manin
Montgomery, of the Uni-
versity of Strathclyde, ex-
plains why people are say-
ing such temble things
about British culture. He be-
lieves that divisions be-
tween ficlds of knowledge
can be profound and “m-
clude Jispotes about the
boundaries between one dis-
cipline and another, about
the precise nature of the ob-
ject of study, about the me-
thedological procedures
that constituie jt. about ev-
idential practices and abour
satisfactory modes of argu-
ments."

The writer proposes a
oomber of primary ques-
tions before any discunssion
of the issue of British stud-
jes. The first is What is
Culture? He answers thus:
“The shaping. constraining
and reproduction of human
behaviour through the inter-
action of the symbolic and
material orders.” What is
being studied in British cul-
wire is “the culwres of Brit-
ain in all their het-
crogencity and diversity,
with greater emphasis be-
ing given to their current
disposition.™

There is no doubt that the
opening up of countries 50
far closed 10 Weslern. and
especially British culture,
necessitated a pew  ap-
proach 1o the subject. I
seems that British cultural
srudies has become a cur-
riculum subject. This re-
flects the worldwide intar-
est in learning English and,
as a result. in leamming
aboul the socictics and cul-
tures in which English is a
long-sentled language. The
writer then proposes a num-
ber of Hlems which reflect
the a2im of cullural studies.
They are: 10 enrich learning
of the language; alert stu-
dents to cuitural differ-
ences: introduce them o
theories of culture; provide
them with techniques for
describing, analysing and
also for comparing cultures,
and for negotiating the dis-
tance betwesn their own
culturc and that of others
and, finally, theories and
trace points of articulation
between major cultural in-
stintions.

Mursi Saad El-Din
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In the second part of an occasional series, Al-Ahram Weekly takes a step back in time to visit t

he jewel in Talaat Harb's crown,

and investigates recent

&

.

More than an institution, it is the emblem of the glory
days: it had the best technology, the most powerful
financiers, the most talented directors. It was a school,
a laboratory, and the stage for some of Egyptian
cinema’s most important landmarks. Hani Mustafa
looks back on Studio Misr’s illustrious past — and
peers into an uncertain future

“Motion pictures are among the most pow-
erfal industries of the age. which may com-
pete with jourmalism and. soon, even surpass
it™: this realisation. expressed by Talaat Harb
in 1927, may have spurred him, with the
backing of Banque Misr. to undenake a pro-
ject far greater than the establishment of a
production company for short fearure and doc-
umengary .

Before sefting up the company oa 13 June
1925. Talaat Pasha Harb's astute business
sense told him that entering a business with
which he was not fully familiar demanded
careful deliberation and smdy. It was ten
years before he decided to establish the *“fac-
tory” that wonld be responsible for ~the pro-
ductioa of such an important commodity™
This was not a new idea: cinema companics
had been operating in Egypt since 1927, One
of the first movies prodoced in the country
was the celebrated Laila. directed by Estefan
Rosti and Wedad Orfi. .

The importance of the cinema industry for
Talaat Harb was confirmed by his statcrments,
made at celebrations on 29 and 30 March
1927, during which he screemed motion pic-
tures produced by the Misr Cinema and Act-
ing Company. He said: “Gentiemen, How we
would have liked to be able to present 0 you,
on this Ramadan night. pictures depicting an
Egyptian story about Egypuan characters in 2
local sctting, and of local production! But
from the moment in 1925 when we set out to
establish this company, we thought that. since
cipema is 8 multifaceted industry. & would be
wiser to proceed gradually. Therefors. we are
starting with the simpler phases first.

When Talaat Harb decided to enter the mo-
tion picture industry on 2 larger scale, the
concept of Studio Misr matenah.scd. He re-
alised the great importance of serung up 4 st~
dio compleie with laborafories, sets ant work-
shops. as well as a movie-house 0 distribute
thepmducLAlllhﬁewereofuqnqstm-
portance. Talaar Harb followed & similar ra-
Fonale in his many endeavouss, as be sought
to pierce the Westen mopopoly 0O QUMCTOUS
industries in Eg )
m’?ﬁat was ngtygl-l. To Taleat Harb, Swudio
Misr was not just an industry for the pro-
duction of motion picrures. but also 2o ID-
stituge where the various aspects of that art
could be raught. In 1934, while preparations

for the construction of the studio were under-

way, the management sent four smudy n:;i::

sions to Europe. Pioneer directors

drakhan and Maurice Qassab were to study in
Paris. while Mohamed Abdel-Azim and Has-
san Morad wemt to Germany to study photog-

raphy.

A year later, Umm Kalthoum starred in her
first movie. Wedad, also the first of Studio
Misr's productions. The script was written by
the poet Ahmed Rami and directed by Fritz
Kramp. who headed the editing department of
the studio. The film was a remendous suc-
cess. both because of ¥mm Kalthoum and
thanks to the modern technology employed by
the studio.

Studio Misr productions continued their
amazing soccess. There were masicals such
as Shay' Min La Shay' (Something Out of
Nothing) directed by Ahmed Badrakhan, and
comedies like Naguib El-Rihani’s ever pop-
ular and well-known Salama Fi Khair by Ni-
azi Mustafa Apart from these, one of the
films that created the biggest commotion in
the history of mortion pictures, Lashin, ap-
peared in 1939, The costliest production of its
time, it took more than LES50.000 to produce,
and depicted the events of the rcvolution
against a Mameluke ruler in Egypt. Box of-
fice revenue, however, fell short of all ex-
pectations. The film was released in the thick
of a political crisis between King Farouk, on
one side, and Wafd leader Mustafa El-Nahbas
and his ministerial cabinet. on the other,
which led to the government's resignation.
Immediately following the appointment of the
new cabinet, the film was confiscated. Tafaat
Harb bad to submit a personal request 1o the
king for the ban to be lLifted.

Director Kamal El-Sheikh was one of the
young men formed in Studio Misr's technical

artment. “1 entered Studio Mist at a time
when I could not have gone io study abroad.”
he remembers. The studio was, at the time,
the only establishment where it was possible
to Jeamn first-hand about cinema techniques,
and where aspiring directors could actually
witness all the different stages involved in
making a film. The swdio also offered op-
portunities to study abroad and meet Ep-
ropean film-makers. A pumber of European
technicians working for the studio, ioo: Friz
Kramp, in charge of the editing deparument
when the studio was first set up, later became
head of directing. Another German was head
of dubbing laboratory. The sound engineer
was also German.

All that made Studio Misr a place where
one could acquire an expentise not offered by

many institutions in Egypt. Kamal El-Sheikh
remembers: “In 1939, I met Ahmed Salem, the
manager. I was assigned to work in the ediling
department, then headed by the great director
Niazi Mustafa. I was terribly disappointed, be-
cause | wanted to learn about directing.”
Anyone as eager o leamm as Kamal El-
Sheikh would certainly have been willing to
walk from Cairo to Luxor if it meant be-
coming a director. El-Sheikh's daily commute
was almost as arduons. He lived in Helwan at
the time. Every day, he had to take the tmin to
Bab Al-Loug. then walk to Qasr Al-Aini. A
bus ride to Giza Square followed, then 2 ram
trip to the Siudio Misr station on Pyramids
Strect. There, El-Sheikh had to walk about a

kilometre and a balf within the studio com- ~

on the banks of the Marioptiya Canal.
All in all, it took him two hours to 2o to the
stndio each day, and two hours to Zet back
home.

El-Sheikh watched everything that took place
during the shooting with avid interest. inside
or outside the stadio. “I watched Niazi Mus-
tafa as he sat before the Maviola [editing ma-
chine] with all the shots, from which he would
begin to select the scenes, preliminary to the
cutting and pasting process.”

A

During World War II, Studio Misr benefited
to a certain degree from its association with
the European missions who were shooting doc-
nmentaries zbout the war and related events.
Kamai El-Sheikh was then asked to do the
cutting and dubbing of some of those films.
He leamned the trade by watching. and by as-
sociation. Finally he moved up 1o the editing
room.

Like all other establishments in Egypt, Swmu-
dio Misr was affected by the economic prob-
Jems that came with the war. Due 10 the shorn-
age of films a number of employees were laid
off, incloding El-Sheikh, who was still just a
:r:ll:i? :;:the “b{gm?stitute;ﬁ'i‘hus. he left the

as a nate, -
Aoy, released for re

With the war still ablaze, El-Sheikh found
himself working freelance. He had acquired
sufficient expertise to work in the editing room
under Kama] Selim, whe was directing Les
Miserables. He later returned several times to
Stndio Mist. where he edited a number of

Thé_wa: took its toll, however. The German
technical experts who had been working there
were senl to British camps until the end of the
war. which deprived many trainees of their ex-

The stwdio still stood behind Kamal Ei-
Sheikh. In 1952 it helped him make his first
film, House No. I3. The project was immedi-
aiely approved when Kamal El-Sheikh sum-
marised I8 script for one of the studio mon-
agers, who was also one of the managers of
ggggn Misr. The film was ope of the first

produciions to use i
matic maierial. peyehiamy a8 dn
_ Kamal El-Sheikh still remembers the facil-
ities that helped him cot coses as far as pos-
sible. “I asked director Ezzeddin Zulfigar not
to tear down the se1 he had been using. I was
then able to change the accessories. without
building a whole new set.” As for the director
of photography, the Jate Wahid Farid, be a-
cepted to wait until after the film was released
and money from ticket sales collected befor®
ooperiion o cliaed the somtentn of
m o,

El;Sh;_ikhI;sﬁgm film. the o

tudio alsa ced classic pieces @
Egyptian music hisgno?u'rhe head sﬁ en-
gincer, Nasri Abdennour, recorded the soogs of

Abdcl-Wabab and Umm Kalthoum. Abdenpoir
rarely left the recording studio. his “hermif’s .

cave™.
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-out from the its vantage - -
- . polit in front of Studio Misr,
" . oniéd the industrialist's
. -pdde and joy; bottom= . .
. showcase, directed by Fritz

. Seldes! : and engineer
: remembm’sgnl;rat in the 19605, when he entered
" in-the swdio’s workshops. “They even made
- "the- fommitare for the public libraries and cal-
" tural palaces in the different govemmorates.”
These days, exterior scenes for two films,

* at-the American’ University, are being shot on

.- terior desi for the serial To Each, Full Re-
-spuhsibi'tigvn:te being completed. In the work-

. under.preparation. .

ministratively and financially.
depen enncJ:’nny have spurred the smdio of-
ficials to move a little quicker fhan before,
".which may lead to greater achievements.
Hammad says they ane currently repovatng

the film developing and prming

guided the lab director is repovating the
machm&l:yfor developing negatives, The team

that had beem in its box since it was pur-
chasq]:la_liin 1977. It arrived without 2 manual.

The team P repair and maintenance.

R the mopumental cinematic institution is put
up for sale?

Poteaal pavatisation has wiggered ex-

RPN tensive debate among
R makers alike, A few years ago, the late docn-

. 1) ve?z: the sale of Stdio Mist. He

o are o
e helieved it should be considered part of 80~ .

K oy heritage. He proposed that
ST ﬂlg wormcmmgl in films should buy shares in
o the stodio to prevent a monopoly being es-
- Kamal FI-Sheikh fears that, if the smdio 13
SRR sold, the cost of renting scts ?}d equipme
Lo i dacers. He suggests the smdio shoul

has been erecied by the :
S p;gywsof;heﬁ mc}.nemaandmuns
R _ Company. November 1951.”

Fahim Hammad

Stidic Misr- film and theatre sets were bailt ~

-The Wall of Heroism and An Upper Egyptian

two of the studio’s sites. On Set No. 1, the in--

shop, the set for Mostafa ar’s pew clip is -

: imi to its privatisatioa, Smdio'Mist_ IR
" is currendy considered a separate sector, ad-

which was closed down in 1988. A task force

has already renovated the-developing machine g

a detailed manual for op--

Is izpmspirit. of Swmdio Misr being re- .
incarnated? Or is this merely a facelift before

Satah Fi-Tohami led a cam-" .

Edited by Pascale Ghazaleh
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Digital technology, plush velvet seats and nationalist icons:
private capital is elbowing in on the seventh art, and the cameras
are rolling. Khaireya El-Bishlawi from the front row

The crisis in Egyptizn cinema is a topic that has
mitked perbaps more than its fair share.

of pages have been writien on the

gravity of the crisis; for vears now, those in 1he
indasy have beea ialking of nothing else. Semi-
nars and workshops have been organised and at-
tended. and have been submitied to the

w0 the fence cmiside the prime minisier’s office if
the law is not amended o provide the same ben-
efits and incentives 1o smaller investors. Others
belicve that the revitalisation of the motion pic-
rure industry will require injections of capital thar
caly huge corporations cap provide.

In many ways, reality has already outstripped
the arguwing. Two companies, each with a capital
of LES00 million, have already been established.
The first. Egypt’s Renaissance, has inaongurated a
movic theatre where movie-goers can cnjoy the
enterzinment benefits of the most modern soand
technology, as manifested in Sony Digital Sonnd
Systems (“you fee! like you're in the movie,"
says one addicz). The second, Ray/Shoaa, found-
ed by bosiness magnate Mobamed Abul-Einein,
has produced two films, on which work is almost
e fooding members of Egypc's Renaissance

u o ’s i .,
headed by bosinessman Naguib Sawirds, have
chosen the statue by Mahmoud Mukhtar as their
company’s emblem. The statne’s significance as
a symbol of the pationalist movement need not be
meationed: the connotations, for the Renaissance
company, are obvious.

Will the new law, then, acually bring about a
renaissance of Egyptian cinema? Wili the cin-
ema indusicy recover the glory built up by Talaat

"Harb and his colleagues?

Most of the founding members of Egypt’s Ren-
aissance have different professional backgrounds,
Billionaire Naguib Sawiris is in charge of the
electronics department of Orascom, his family’s
firn. Tareg Ali Sabri owns a video and Amer-
icap film distribution company. The agent for Co-
lumbia and Tristar Films i Egypt. be is also mar-
keting apd dismiborng the production of
Renaissance through his company. EHE, waxes
lyrical when it comes 10 the new venture. “I have
been fasciraled by cinema since I was 14. 1 love
the field. I siarted with distribution and the video

company. My pamners and 1

showing Hysterin. directed by Adel Adib. when
we conld have started with a forvign production.
The problem we have to comend with is the scar-
city of local production. Egyptian films arc not
t:&o,ugh to keep one cinema going, not to mention
100.”

Actor Hossein Fzhmi is not among the de-
tractors of the new law, and the companies that
will beneli therefrom. ~There is good reason for
optimism. The motion picture industry is in dire
need of large capital. Whar we really Jack is
modern technology. We don't need the siae’s
backing in production. Io my opinion, the state
does not believe that cinema is an 2n. The own-
ers of the new companies are keen to find solu-
tons.”

Elham Shahin, cummently appearing in Dantella
{Lace), predicts that “the companies established
under the rew law are only the beginning. We
need more 1o resolve the erisis. The wheels are
already grinding. 1 feel optimistic becausc the
owners of these companies are businessmen wice
are highly culmred and have a great deal of ex-
perience. The new producers are well versed in
the principles of the industry, and the way 1o ex-
port it properly. They will handle fis industrial
and commercial aspects, and leave the techmical
side w the artists. ‘The state jtself has encouraged
this turn of events.”

Director Kamal Ei-Sheikh, too, is all optimism.
“Since cinema combines an with industry and
commerce, there shonld be other establishments,
not necessarily government-owned, along the
model of Studio Misr, which had an independent
department in charge of production magagement.
Competition is fuel for progress. Cinema, like
apy industry, needs good mapagement and large
funds.” El-Sheikh, however, is opposed to the
sale of state-owned production smdios. “The
state could lease them for a reasonable price.
Selling them will increase production costs un-
duly. In any case, the stare originally seized these
studios and paid no compensation to their rightful
owners.”

The new companics, he suggests, will help reg-
ulate external distribution.  Profits can thus be
protected against the unauthorised use of in-
tellectual property. Cinema. he adds, also ben-
efits from economics of scale. El-Sheikh, how-
ever, cautiops thar “we should not expect any
development in the coming three years. The real
dilemumna is the increase in tickets prices, cven in
the public sector cinemas. This increase will in-
evitably affect production and the state of cinema
in general.”

Actress Naglaa Fathi, who produced and starred
in the "80s smash hit Supermarker, is also en-

thusiastic: *We bave to do three

plan to establish 100 movie thea-

tres. Ten will be completed this  “Of course we are
year, four in Alexandria and six  Jedicated 10 fine ari.

m Cairo and Nasr Cairo. Al this
point, we are looking at old cin-

things 1o resolve the crisis: re-
move the enlertainment tax, re-
duce 1axes on films, and reduce
the renl or price of studios.”

The company plans 10 Noy is Fathj adverse 1o the idea
emas in the provinces and out- build or renovate

of cooperating with the mew

side Cairo. We plac o buy the cinemas, introduce new  companics. “Even if all they do

ones we consider fit to be re-
1 For Sabri, the project's technology,
poiential soccess resides in a

is 1o upgrade existing cinemas,
and produce . iPe omething.  If they

ﬁbn.'.'._ People may be restore Egypt's cinemas, we will
public hungry for “respectable™ sceptical as to our
venues. are definitely jrtentions. But we

not need external distributers. If
ticket prices went down, more

sub-standard. We 2im to provide acrually want the good of people would go to the cinema,

them, after restoration, with ad-

vanced equipment.” The team's OUF COURITY.

aim, however, is pot limited 10 from foday,

. and we would be making hu
Five years  profis” g huge

100 movie Fathi demands: “Why can't

production. Young lechnical and  shegtres will be open.’ the stale treat the cinema in-

administrarive staff will be
wained and, accomding 10 Sabri.

.. dusrry like any other com-
Naguib Sawirls ercial project?” Credit should

distriburion offices for Egyptian
films will be opened abroad.
One of Sabri’s main concerns is 1o protect Egyp-
tap films from piracy operations — or at least 1o
collect the fines from copyright violations. Ren-
aissance, he says, is considering hiring an at-
worney to this end.

Hisham Fayek worked at the United Nations be-
fore entering the cinema industry. A sharcholder
in Egypt's Renzissance and co-owner of the dis-
tribation company. EHE. he focuses on the na-
donalist angle of the revival operation. ““We arc
all aware of 1he i of cinema in con-
solidating national cultore and identity. We an-
ticipate the snccessfol revival of Egyptian films.
Our actdviries will not be limited to promoting
American films, as some people imaginc.” The
tcam’s goal: “To establish an indostry”. Cinema,
of course, is a profitable commodity, especially in
an era of economic liberalisation. “The bu-
reaucracy monopolised production and dis-
wibution for a ime. QOur 1ask is to reverse the cor-
rent stagmation with the belp of young graduates
of technical instientes, particularly those from the
acting section of the Arts Academy.” New blood,
then, at every level. Will the jeume premier really
be twenty-something, this time around?

The 1940s were perhaps the darkest years for
Egypiian cinema, iechnically speaking. The
Open Door policy of the "70s gave birth to “con-
tractors” films”, entertaimment targeting the night-
club audience. Egypt’s Renaissance seeks to cap-
italise on this dichotomy: on one side of ihe
fence, sleazy, high-budget films. On the other,
cinema as art.

During the celebration organised by the Ren-
aissance company !0 celebrate the inaugaration of
the cinema bearing the same name, Naguib Saw-
iris illnstrated this point. “Of course we are ded-
icated to fine art. The company plans to build or
renovale cinemas, mtrodnce new technologzy, and

films. People may be scepfical as to our
snientions. Bul we want the good of our
counrry. Five years from today, 100 movie thea-
tres will be open.”

And Sawiris, like his parters, is quick o em-
phasise the company's potential role in pro-
moting indigenons industry. “We stated by

be extended a: a raze of eight per
cent. Currenly, film makers pay
up to 22 per cent inlerest premiums on loans.™

Mapdi Ahmed Ali, the director of the much-
lauded Ya Dumya Ya Gharami and, more re-
cently, of Al-Baal, is just as optimistic. “For the
first time in the history of Egyptian cinema, en-
lightened men are now shouldering the re-
sponsibility of production. These new investors
are educated and modern. We should stop ha-
rassing them. They intend to enhance the quality
of production as a whole. The less the state inter-
venes, the better the outcome. The state believes
the cinema at its best is just a media ool or a
means of entertainment. So officials throw mon-
ey away on mass media ventures, while real ¢in-
ema gets nothing. The state should confine its
role to easing up on censorship, [t should stop the
moral browbeating it exercises on film makers.”

Cinema critic Medhat Mulhtar estimates that
talking about national cinema and local pro-
duction is fuule. He feels the film indusiry must
be involved in technical and financial projects:
building cinemas, and creating an environment
in which directors and actors can floorish. The
production crisis. however, “is due not 10 a
shortage of funds. but 10 the inadequate man-
agement of available funds.” Yet Mukhtar com-
ments: “The total capital of Egyptian companies
we constder pigantic is whar Wamer Bros.
spend in 72 hours of advertising. [ remain scep-
rcal as 1w whether they will get throogh the cri-
sis.”

Critic and rescarcher Ahmed Raafat Bahgat ad-
mitted that the opening of a new, upseale cinema
was cause for enthusiasm — “which is dampened
wher vou hear that a ticker costs LE15, There
are millions who want 10 2o to the movies, but
the cost of cntertainment will eventually become
prohibitive for large sectors of the population.”
Bahgat feels sure thal the pew companies are
moved only by the profit imperative, not by any
desire 10 develop Egyptian culture. “I shall feel
optimistic oaly if moderately-priced tickets are
gvailable at several cinemas. Ultmately, these
companies must make films to serve the re-
quirements of the indusry, as well as the basic
needs of citizens.™
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That ye may not be judged

Egyptian women, unlike many of their Arab sisters, are forbidden from serving as judges. Rania Khallaf seeks some answers

This week, a workshop organised by the Al-
liance for Arab Women and UNICEF brought
women judges from eight Arab counmies o
Cairo, Drelegates from Sudap, Lebanon, Syria,
Tunisia. Morocco, Jordan, and Yemen came to
discuss their experiences. Delegates from Iraq
and Algeria conld not amend due to political
circumstances.

“Although Egyptian women bave achieved
many of their goals in terms of emancipation,
the povernment stifl insists on depriving wom-
en of their rght to act as judges.” noted Hoda
Badran, chairwoman of the Alliance for Armb
Women. The workshop, she said, would serve
to increase public awareness of the fact that
oothing in Arab or Islamic cuiture prevents
women from serving as judges.

Rabab Abu Kosisa, from Sudan. a jodge in
Khantoum's highest court, explained thar in
1965, the first Sudanese woman judge. also the
first student to graduate from the faculry of
law. was appointed. In 1970. another woman

Wedding bells
In cyberspac

“Better walk in a funeral than matchmake in
matrimony™ is an old saying many Egyptians
still believe, Today. however, the role of the
khotba {matchmaker) is alive and adapting to
new rechnology with truly Darwinian aplomb.
As well as family and friends — the fraditional
spouse poo]l — many NGOs and computer cen-
tres  providing mawchmaking services have
emerged recently, taking out exciting advertise-
ments in newspapers and magazines, On the In-
ternet, dating and matchmakine services prolife-
ratc. and a marriage web site for Arbs and
Eeyptiaps has even been introduced.

Tvpe in “Egypt AND marmiage™ and you will
find ar least three links. including sites targeting
“men looking for women™ and “wornen iooking
for meo”. One web site sympathises with those
on a “mission impossible: the difficuldes of
finding the risht marriage mare in the Egyptian
upper-middle income level.”

At the bottom of the “men looking for wom-
en” site. there is a small tp: “Marry an Arb
woman, the best in the world™.

The service is similar 10 American Singles, 2
non-profit dating service which has 65 Egyptian
members, 60 men and five women. The Arabs-
only site. however, addresses a mather con-
servative society and will therefore be of help
only to those seeking love within marriage. It is
part of 2 350-page monthly magazine {(Arzh Am-
bassador) promoting Arab culture on the Inter-
pet, published and spopsored by an Egyptian-
American living in the US.

The Arab Ambassador marriage link was set
up io November 1997. It is the first Internet
matchmaking service in Egypt. Lebanog and
Syria.

In an interview with Al-Akram Weekly, Ah-
med Farid, the publisher and sponsor, explained
why be offers free marchmaking services: “Be-
ing an Egyptian myself. I know how difficult it
is for those who emigmted to get mamied,” he
said. “Arabs in general do mot accept the con-
cept of having a boyfriend or girlfriend, bat it
would be ecily all right for an Arab male
living in New York, for example, to search for
an eligible wife in cyberspace. Qur iage ser-
vice is for free and was mainly meant fo beip
Arab emigrants get married. especially to people
from back home.™

Farid’s service receives five to ten applications
every month from people of different back-
grounds and careers. he said, “And the service
has been of great help to those who are locking
for specific qualifications in their future spouses
and cannot find them uext door. Two Egyphians
living in Cairo sent us a thank-you lemer for
helping them get "

On the “women ing for men™ site, young
women Secking eligible husbands have posted
their piciures. One Egyptian 24-year-old was

was appointed to the personal stams cowts.
“Pracucally, women have proved their im-
partiality.” she said — in reference to the pre-
text of irrationality often used to justify wom-
en's “inability” to act as judges. In Sudam,
there are 68 women judges: 7.6 per cent of the
profession.

Sabihz Galab fom Syria, who chairs the
Cournt of A said the frst woman jodge in
Syria was appointad in 1975. Three years lat-
er. cight other women eptered the judiciary.
Galsh was among them. Women now constituie
11 per cent of the 1otal number of judges. Gal-
ab noted some opposition to this trend on re-
ligious and social grounds; oppopents claim
that women are psychologically too ‘'weak to
rule on legal issues. Galsh that Arab
;voc;mcn should join forces to overcome this ta-

Taghrid Hekmar, inted Jordan's first
woman judge in 1996.323.3! it ook her 15 years
to achieve her posidon. “Cur traditions were

bom and educated in London, yet lives in Cairo.
She described berself as “easygoing, adventur-
ous, kind and with a good sense of humour.”
She speaks Arabic and some French, Italian and
Farsi. Her ideal partner would be “between 25
and 34 and of Assb origin, tall, dack (hair-wise)
sporty build, well educated, professional, well-
traveled, with good sense of humour and similar
interest™. Her main request, she wrote. would be
for an individual who appreciates both Eastem
and Western culfures and respects someone born
into one culture with roots from another.

What would make a beautfol, well-educated
woman venture inlo in quest for an
eligible husband? Is her “immediate space™ 100
narrow to find a suimble guy? Or is mamiage
really a mission impossible™?

Well. some believe it is, and statistics seem to
back their comviction. Acconding to recemt fig-
ures released by the Central Agency for Public
Seaiage of coupies of marysgeable A yiog e
centage © of marria age tying
knot from 64.8 in 1986 1o 61.2 per
cent in 1996. The of vnmarnried in-
dividuals rose from 25.7 10 27.8 during the same
ST i o
.-Many soci .
problem, especially for the middle class. The
reasons are unemployment and financial prob-
lems, skyrocketing prices and parental demands.

But, while admittmg the difficulties of finding
an apartment and scraping enough for a
wedding and the bare necessites of life 2 deux,
some sociologists believe that fewer young peo-
ple are getting marmried today simply becanse
they take marriage more seriously than their par-
ents did Sawsan Osman, the dean of the In-
stitute of Social Work at Hefwan University and
the, founder of the Family Support Association,
a non-profit matchmaking service, explains that
only in Bosrcal support o n pexiag marmied 1

in ial support or in getting married 1o
4 fulfilment, an

Zeinab Shahine, professor of sociology at Ain
Shams University, agrees. “And that 18 why,”
she added, “many people may resort to Internet
mawchmaking services.”™

Farid adds: *People who advertise for a
spouse on the Ingemet want to find the right per-
son.” he said.

Magda (oot her real name), an AUC gradoate
who married an American banker throngh an In-
ternet service, is a case in point. She deseribed
berself as being very comservative and open-
minded. She couldn’t find the right person

her friends, relatives, acquaintances and
the church community. She advertised for an
open-minded husband who “should also be a
good Christian™.

Is technology taking over the role of
the traditional matchmaker? Gihan
Shahine surfs the spouse connection

ageee -that. mamiage -is 3.

the main obgtacle. I think the only chalienge for
women judges now is how to balence their du-
ties as wives and mothers with the re-
sponsibilities of such ap importaat job.”

In Moroceo, there are 442 women in the ju-
diciary. Khadija Al-Wazan said the political
leadership helped a great deal in appointing
wjudgesasuﬂyasl?s&juslmym

Mary Adonis, from Lebanon, said that, ak
though women seeking work in the judiciary
encountered obstacles at first, rising numbers of
educared womea have belped overcome opposi-
ton.

Counselor Mogbel Shaker, assistant to the
minister of justice, remarked only thar it is stifl
to early to leam from the experisnce of other
Arabcoun;':;m. s and

Among male legal e at-
teading, only Coureior Hisharm Faws of the
State Council said that women, who make up
half of the society, should be represented in the

have felings for someone witt- : :
out sceing Bim? It is all a joke.» SUmetbing old, something

magazihe.
In an article recently published in Al-Akram
Al-Arabi, a weekly magazine, many web surfers
Singles” matchmaking services. Most of the sto-
ries involved the dishonesty or lack of se-
riousness of would-be web spouses. One young
woman was shocked to discover that her web fi-

marmage
seeks to bring eligible men and women together.
The prospective couples meet in the presence of
the committee, Families are informed if the two
get along. “The method is soccessfal and two
couples get mamied this way regulady every
month,” says Sawsan Qsman.

At computer ] ing centres, data on
prospective spouses are away, and can be
maiched according to compatibility. “No matter
how old you are apd regardless of your circom-
stances, the computer will find you a good

constitztional judiciary. “In texms of equity o0
the basis of gender, our legislation staes that
10 jobs shoald be closed to women.”

Nor are claims that Islam prohibitls women
from acting as judges entirely accurate. Only
three of the four founders of the schools of jo-
risprudence followed throughout the Mushm

world are of this opinion; the fonrth, that of

Abu Hanifa, jts women o serve as judges
as long as they abide by the Shari’a. )
The Arab delegation mier with Faroug Seif E-
Nasr, the minister of justice, who did not make
any promises. . .

would be unconstitotional. “We canpot blame
this op the fimdamentatists,” she sad “Ir is
purely a government decision.”™

new: I do, in simpler, pre-Web days

maich,” according to a recent newspaper ad-
vertisement. The phone nuombers provided by
this centre are, not surprisingly, almost constani-

Althonghmmymanagersclmmﬂ:eyhzvemg-

" tained Bcense from the Ministry of the Interior,

Fears of such illegitimate activities aside, how-
hi-tech ik may indeed be the way many
choose to find a sponse. Mohieddin
manager of one centre, said e received applica-
tions from all types of people. “Finding o el-
igible spouse is apparently a problem these days.
Life is fast-pace, and people are too busy to so-
cialise and find the right person,” Abdella ex-
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and distincti . wit and a com-
petitive spizit havebm__mmﬂm
ly washed, nally youth apply

One often hears of 2 mysterions con-
spiracy theory. Could that be 1t7
Fayza Hassan

Suppa Dagmea Reataconant vewew Al-Ahram Weekly
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Curried A fine mess Crocssond.
chicken Andrew Steele goes native By Samia Abdennour
1 ACROSS 34.1 : i
W|th yoghurt As regular readers will have noted, Thave been  fin and garnished with an admirably tangy bee~ | 1. A larpe bluish shark (4) 39.&0&%1)&@(9)
) up, up and away for the past tep days and my troot compote. Assorted leaves added cronch. | 5. Starting point; principal  40. Ugly old woman (3)
. stalwart colleague and dining companion Mag- This made her grin a lot, which is atwaysa good | (4) 41. Gaseous compound used
1 chicken (cut in 8) gie has been indulging in gluttony n my stead. T sign. My puff was light and wonderfolly flaky, | 9. Shipped as cargo (5) to extinguish fires (5)
1 onion (grated) thought I'd regale with tales of forcign full, but thankfully not to bursting of lovely ron- | 14, Like the Sahara (4) 42. Frame of mind (9)
2 caxtons of yoghurt climes this week, with a hearty recommendation ny stilton. When combined with the wobbly jel~ 15, Fail to jon (4) 44, Greek letter (5)
1 tsp. of each: crushed  for an establishment that specialises in that most  lied preserve, bliss was assured. 16. Gothic arch; s-shaped  45. Ireland (4)
garlic + salt + pepper + elusive of culinary beasts — English food. The  Main courses were equally English and equal- | Eme(5) 46. Miss Brann ct al {4)
allspice + tormeric + red  Grenadier is set in a pretty mews behind Hyde ly good. Fiona chomped her way through the | 17, 47, Pitfall; Iore (4)
paprika + summag + cunty  Park Comer and is about as pubby a bannt as  vegetable parcel, myself giving vent to my pred- [ 19. Aficionado; suitor: Ia-  50. Pluck up comrage; con-
powder London can provide. Orginally the Duke of ilection for all things gamey: the venizon steak | dies’ man (5) front (4) '
1 thsp. lemon jnice Wellington’s officers’ mess, the Grenadierhasa  in a whisky cream and omshroom sance. The | 20. ..Cruccs, New Mexico  53. Girl's name (3)
small and suitably antique bar area scrving ales” parcel was of the same delicions flaky pastry as ) 54. Staff; cane; line (3)
H apd snacks and a cosy, dirly lit dining room out  may earlier puff and was stuffed to popping with | 21. Of tenths (7) 55. Nevertheless
Mix the onion with all the  back, parportedly hamted by the ghost of an of-  vexy fresh, very tasty vegetables and a good driz- | 23. Goal (3) 57. Flap; ticket (3
other i jenis except ficer who was accidentally flogged to death after zling of savoury sauce. This made Fiona grin | 24 What 19 across does (3) 60O a higher 5)
the yoghtut, the garlic and  being caught cheating at cards. Militery par-  even more heartily, to the point wheze shebegan | 26. An organic compound  62. Paralle] with (9)
the cumry powder. Mar- ia adorns the walls. Candles and knick-  to look crazed. There is lile food that can pro- | (4) . 64, Ethical (5)
inae the chicken parts in  packs clutier the shelving, and the place retains  duce this sort of reaction, rest assured. My veni- | 27. Homan creative skills 65, Garden implement; piay-
the mi an air of Englishness that is Son was exquisite, Tender was the meat, andthie |~ boyé) -
Place the chicken with the  thankfully, tight down to the bill of fare. sance tasted of all of the alleged ingredients, the | 28- Religioos picture (4) 66. Versifier (4)
mixhire in an oven way We begen with drinks on the cobblestones of cream mellowing things down and balancing | 30- Falsehoods (4) 67, An office worker
Add the garlic and curmy Wilton Row, the grape vine above us starting to  nicely with the whisky's bite. 32. Put under control; sub- 68, Denoting kisses (4)
powdet o the yoghrrt and  think about getring summery and forming acan-  Port and cheese board 10 round off the meal in dued (5) 69. .. Ivanovna, empress of
blend them well Poar opy. Up the well-wom stons and 1m0 the nueims_tyk:lwslmab!e.howeva;mm- D S —— Raossia (4)
oo over the chicken G rooms,ere was et of  rea s v, suade Fiona o paraking of  fne cheroce or | WEHITERSISXFORIIE
panss 1o complely cover ‘We were not disappointed. . withdrawing to the drawing room. N [ AL L L S pOwN
them. Wrap the tray with ﬁona,anotherofdmsevesﬂm‘ﬂ_mslsoadqm Do make a reservation a1 the Grenadier if you I-Gfrdlfn?ad:@j
alominium foil. Place pan to dine out with, chose grilied goat's cheese with are ever in London - if only 1o dispel the myth 2. Diva's forte (4)
in a 3 beetroot compote to start, while I plumped for  that English food is horrid. A magnificent dimer 3. Female relation (5)
oven for 45 minutes, then  the serated delights of a stlton puff with claret  for two with a bottle of Claret and port to finish 4. Product of 66 across
uncover fos ten mioutes 0 and port preserve, Katie, waitress of the year, - came to a very reasonable for the centre of Lon- 5. Anmoyance; wear out (4)
iden the top. Serve with  whis ﬂmmmmﬁ::g:i don sort of price of 58 pounds sterling. 6. Prg}ts vestment during
rice and a rich right in. Fiona’s cheese was a thick roundel, The Grenadier, 18 Wilton Row, Belgrave AR LEdEs Gl 7. Type of protest, hyph. wds.
Moushira  wonderfully piquant and creamy endioasied 02 Square, London SWI o EWEEHRTEE O L
Abdel-Malek pieasing brown, served o English muf-  Telephone (00 44 for UK) 0171 2353074 Last week's soltion . A branch of linguistics (9)
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fie Aled toe chanpes fn the Ziondst

the__mpvcmmt and cautioned repeated]
agamst the Zionist encroechmenz on Pal{

been evident previcusly. An impormat
turning point in the Zionist rhetoric was

marked by the overthrow of Sultan Ab-
del Thamid 1, who strongly resisted the

Zioniase:ﬂa‘dﬁve_bym;ymgm, )

in 1908.
Onthewmsmnofihenppoim
iz Istanhal

mittee for Union and Progress (C.UP.)
govemment, from its founding in 1908
until the present lnrivealdfe that it has been
incieasingly see! sopport of Is-
rachtes and Masonsgm ooder to ovuct;:mn
their financial difficulties.” The new

minister was Nasim Mazliah, “a lawyer -

whohasneversmedlheomomangw-
ernment before in any capacity.” He goes
ot o caution: “As soon as he became
mmqteroflf‘i;:nce,sawidBekstmedm
appoint to ministry a nomber
of.lews.a]lofwhomampmmzion-
ists. All the loans that have been taken

oot by the CUP. ministries were se- .

cured through the mediation of these Is-
raclites. who are in reality Zionist agents
and-promoters of the Zionist enterprise
before being Otioman employees. It is
hardly necessary in this connmection 1o
mention the commissions and payoffs
that have found their way into many

pockets due to these loans which jeop- -

ardise the financial independence of the
govemment. The same applies to the oth-
er minisries which have seen a large in-
flux of Zionists under the auspices of the
Unionists.” : -
Zicnists in Egypt were tot abhout to let
this pass silenily. In a letter
to Al-Ahriim, an individual signing him-
self “the Zionist®, denied that this was
the first time the Ottornams had appointed
Jewish ministers. “For centuries, the Ot-

220 Abram
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BTCsS. y, the C,U.P. government
in Istanbnl was mone ing to
Jewish 10 scttle in Paleshine

They were induced 1o ipumigrate to
Palestme: where, Al-Akram reports,

“they straggled in, exhausted and penni--

less. Special committees took charge of
distributing them to various locations

where manpower was x_:eeded.-while .
ns

for the construction of small booses for

the Turkish cabinet in Istanbut in
: 1913 sparked a debate between
_ Arabs and Jews which Al-Ahram
{ollowed closely. Egyptian

- Zionists hotly defended the

- appointrment which was just a
small fink in a chain of Zionist
efforis to fulfil the dream of a

' state in Palestine — a project

. . that saw its inception at the

pire differed from that of its 1897 Zionist Congress. The
Earopean coumerpart. In the  controversy raging on the pages
ity of Jews were not native Of A-Ahram was generally
Amang [ow-key and conciliatory on the
mote m emerprise that was  Egyplian side but strident and
inmmical w the welfar= of the  hrazen on the Zionist side. Dr

. Jowish smte. More switing. Yunan Labib Rizk telis the

, is their assertive- giory from what ALAR.
whschd:ffmnmkedly publil i .

- minister to

lmlupopula:im_havjmgmelymam
Asti:em-onimﬁstthcwicgmw
in confidence, Amabic discourse was
i ool e

aspirati
Levi was incensed by what he ook to
be a threat by the writer of this letier. He

.'Al-Ahram.A Diwan of conte

Fewshidiesmmgﬁommmt_

agreement with the Arabs or else their
bopes are doomed.™

The “Ziomist™. in his . Was
more owtspoken: “From the debates that
have taken place in the n=wspzpers, it
has become clear that the Syrians are the
least inclined of all Otioman subjects 1o
approve that the Jews fleeing oppression
should be allowed to settle in Palestine.
It would seem that every time on= of us
wriles an anicle appealing for bu-
manitarian compassion for our cause
someone must object, and most of those
who object ane Syrians.™

The Arab writer above, it tanspires.
was indeed Syrian, although it should be
ooted that Palestine and Lebanon were

should not be deccived by
how advantageous the present
circumstances are for them,
for they should kmow that
such circomstances had oo
existed in the past, nor ase
they certain 10 continue to-
morrow. The Israchites who
are currenily in the country
would be wiser not o seek the
backing of any power other
than the power of the people
with whom they are living
side by side.”

Other wrilers 1o Al-Akram
voiced their al. “Every
Arab agrees with what A.G.
has written and every sensible
Israelite should thank him for
the frankness of his advice,”
wroie one. Another, Gabr Fa-
rhi, added: “Some Zionists

UIGUOLS WBINER SUONDISTE

come 10 an understanding
with Arab leaders.”

It is interesting to noie the
ione of appeasement in the
Arub position in conirast 1o
the smdency of the “Zionist™
and Tantawi who were woon
to be joined by a third who
signed himself “an informed
Israelie™,

The “informed [Israclite™
wrote two lengthy anicles
which appeared in Al-Ahrum
mn July and August 1913 under the
headlines “Tidings of the Ismaelite
movemnent” and “Hertzi and his im-
mortal contribution — Israelites glorify
his memory.” The titles pive litile cause
for doubt as to the thrast of the leners,
which reveal another aspect of the Zi-
onist rhetoric as directed towards the
Arabs. In his first letier. be addresses
the relationship between the Jews and
Arab civilisaion: “The revival of the
Hebrew Lmguage in Babel and Syria
took place alongside and in conjurction
with the surge in Arabic philosophy and
literature. The exchange between the
two fields of philosophical activity ben-
efited both areas of endeavour. It is no

also part of the Ottoman province of wonder. therefore, that the Arab lands

Greater Syria. In his response to “the Zi-

il  onist™ he ok offence at the later’s at-

tempt to put words in his mouth. He was
only speaking for himself, be said. But
if “the Zionist™ did wam 1o bear-the
opinion of the Arabs, he would oblige
him by citing an article written by 2
prominent Syrian that had appeared in
Al-Mu'aqyvid the previous day. The au-
thor of that article wrote: “We are con-
cerned that resenument against the Zion-

in the Ouoman empire have always
been — ages before the birth of Zion-
ism — a natural destination for the de-
scerdants of Moses.™

The “informed Israclite™ also pleaded
the canse of the “Jews' etemally cher-
ished dream for freedom.™ The history
of the Jewish people. he said, “was
founded on their liberation from Egyp-
tian role and on the hopes of settling in
a free laod after the exodus. They saw a

_ S —

mporary life

egranaies: a land of olives and heney.”
Needless to say this land was Palestine.

He also wok occasion to answer a
question that many Jews bad been ask-
ing a1 the time: “are all Jews expecied 10
Inove to Palzstine and the Arab land be-
tween the Tigris and Evphrates?” Al-
though the sarget terrilory for the Ziegist
movement appears larger than just Pal-
estine, the aim of the “informed Is-
raciiie™ in his response was to assure the
Arabs of the modest designs of the ser-
ter drive: “It is neither necessary por
possible for all Jews to emigrate to these
lands. Indeed. it is better that those who
prefer life in their current counmies re-
main in those couniries as an expression
of gratimde for the favours thosc coun-
Lries have bestowed on them and in or-
der 10 safeguard their various concems
and basinesses. We believe that the ma-
jority of Jews have resolved {0 remain
setiled in their current countries and
have built hospitals, schools and in-
slitutions fo serve their communilies
there.”

A final theme in the Zionist discourse
1o the Arabs in the period before World
War 1 was 1o stress that Zionism was a
“political not a religions movement”.
On 22 August 1913, Jacques Levi Tan-
tawi wrote to Al-Ahram saying, “Il is en-
tirely exroneovs 1o think thar Zionism is
a religious movement. Rather, it is,
above all else, a humanitarian national
movemnent. The ultimate aim of the Zi-
onists is to fornd a refuge for theirr
brethren from the oppression and tyr-
anny of cruel and malicious people o
cnable them to establish a new national
life on the principles of truth and justice
while demonstrating the love for and al-
legiance w the suprense Ottoman gov-
crmment. Can they be blamed for this™

Al the same time. they argue, the Jews
will bring the sources of prosperily and
progress 10 the region. The “informed
Israclite™ wriles: “They will tum barren
land into citics, build atractive build-
ings equipped 1o provide all the condi-
tions of comfort, and cultivate cabbage,
almonds, olives and figs of a quantity
and quality to astound the visitor.” Of
course, it is in the field of education and
science that they will lead the way.

alrcadv have higher educational
institutions to produce teachers, chil-
dren‘s playgrounds, the Higher Tech-
nical Instinie in Haifa and the Baziil
Politechnical Instite in Jerusalem.”
Nor did he omit mention of the “Isracli
College in Jerusalem™ which today is
the Hebrew University.

to work towards solving the crisis facing the tdurism in-
dustry in Egypt. participating with the govemment and the
Ministry of Tourism in particular, by setting up 2 marketing
festival for tourism which wiil begin from 20 June and last a
manth, with the aim of promoting tourism and encouraging
industry seles. Abdel-Moneim Saudi, FEl head, said that

this festival marks a new means of-promofion, and an ex- . ..

periment which anticipates success.

-Saudi added that the festival is an indication of tha de-
vélopment and modeinisafion that the FEI is currently un-

and Eurcpean partners. _

dergoing, making it capable of working alongside American

A Weskly updste on the NBE Securitias Markat ndex
rom 30-Aprl 1o 7 May 1988

National Bank of Egyp'l:-_

& o En Y
The NBE Index has decraasad by 4.74 points to register 338.5 poinis
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THE PAST few days wit-
nessed the Nafional Bank of
Egypt's (NBE) celebration of
its centennial -anniversary.
NBE was foinded by Khe-
dive Abbas Helmi's decree,
Issued on 25 June 1898, with
a capital of T mifion pounds
stefing fo start operation
from is head office in Cairo.

WE ARE pieased o announce the launch
of the jorthcoming edition of the first issue
of PC World Egypt in June 1998, Published
under ficence from IDG Gommunications
inc., Egypt's own version of PC Wand will

placed NBE in the third posi- in Egy_pt. namely offering

tion, in terms of lotal assets, part of its equily in the Com- 2.57%

amongst Arab banks and the mercial Inlemational Bank's

b  monget e Mejor  caphial m;‘em“i“"mo?g - Investment accounts

unmraal banking concept, {GDRs). n

PC World Egypt pow available in Egypt . |
| ' ! Middle East), and major Intemational PG 2 FOI‘EIgll Curr Cency i

wholesalers sarmarking Eqypt as cne of
the world's hottest new mariats, PC World 1.2% |

disclosure . system  that
squares with Intemnational
standards, In that vein, the

der a clear-cut strategy.
Stressing the critical role of
transparency and disclosure,
NBE fook the initiative and
subjected itself to the inter-
national rating standards and
became the fitst bank to be

grade is equal to the sove-
reign rating awarded to Egypt
and the highest to be as-
signed to an Egyptian in-
gtitution. On the other hand,
NBE was ihe only com-
mercial state-owned bank to
be assigned D grade by
Moody’s unsolicited rating in
terms of financial strength,
against an E grade for iis

Egypt wil fil the gap in providing
invaluable information o professionals

'NBE: One hundred years of proven experience .

, toman_govemment ﬁequenﬂyc"%ppoimed them.” The cary Zionists must have wrote, “Only an individual who has ists will increase if they continue 10 Jand with rivers flowing forth from
tJews. to_high government ce,” he  thought that they had found the solution  some énd in mind would threai- ignore the importance of eswablishing springs. ferile hills and mountains head of Al-Ahram His-
wote. © .+ . .- ... Uothe perpemal problem of 2 minority . ea that the-Jews had better come to an  good relations with the people. They growing wheat, barey, figs and pom- o, Studies Centre.
T — ——— ——— p— m— — . —
. g nracnicn Tacts T Rwemnpagrall LT oI T Py donae 7T GoP = . s =
- FEI to organisé festival -~ ﬁfm PRI <o S Do dones | R e Cairo Children’s Festival 1998
THE FEDERATION of Epyptian Industries (FET) has bagun  ~ #‘——‘7*—--:'~ LRI R R R L U T THE CENTRE for Commercial Promotion — an Egyptian

sharsholding company specialised In organising fairs and
exhibitions — will be organising the Cairo Children's Fes-
tival "898, which will take place from 24-30 July 1998 at ihe
Investment Pavifion at the Cairo Fairgrounds.

The festival will feature children's necassities, in addifion
to artistic, cultural and scientific activities. Symposia ac-
companying the festival wil be headed by Mr Yaqoub El-
Sharouni, forner head of National Cantre tor Children's
Culture, and visiting professor of childran's fterature at
Egyptian universities. In addition, a performance by the

Russian Bolshovi Children's Ballet Group will aiso take

NBE has direclty or through

— %

subsidiaries, spearheaded
the introduction of several
nor-traditiohal  services o
the Egypiian banking sys- I

F

!

|

I
tem. The Bank developed |§
new mechanisms of fi- |
nancing mega-infrastructure | i
projacts, either through direct | §!
lending In both local and for- |
eign cumencies, or via the |J!
BOT (Buid, Operate and |||
|

|
:
i

vestiments are geared lo-
wards the Egypiian market
This is in addition to NBE's
two mutual funds, the first of
their kind in the Egyptian
market NBE has also con-
ducted a pioneering attempt

i = s " i L. ! e B e i SRR SR e S e T B 8 Fr e e

S 500 million
authorized capital

Faisal Islamic Bank
of Egypt
Prioneer of Tolamic Banking

$100 million issued
and paid up capital

[ announces )

to investment account holder that beginning
tharsday, 21 May 1998, returns on investment and
commercial activities taking place during the fourth
quarter of fiscal year 1418 AH, ending 26 April 1998,
will be disbuorsed as follows:

1 Local Currency

- Investment accounts for no less than two years
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b Under consiruction /. cater o Egypte  business secior, using IT. Total profits distributed for transactions
: : s Gameat A-Dawal . professionals in the computer indusry, a8 PC Worid Egypt will feature both local -
Headquarters: 78 WS- 1l well as private PG users. _ and imtemational news coverags, locusing L.E. 335 million
py A-Arebya St Mohandessin gy || e pitsbonct P ot 15 e s e || |
e e 1 \ ‘
5 increased sefvices - Easyto ﬁtcam"a'rﬂ?mng at a rate of 25-50 per country’s most prominent industry leaders. - ~ — — —

For more information call: 357-1312.

wofkwim-saveﬁmeandmoney cent per yoar {the second m in the




. on the area,”

18 Travel

Littfle remains today of ancient Alexandria, the
great capital of the country in Graeco-Roman
times. The modern city has buried the ancient
town. The present-day intersection of MNabi-
Daniel, Sidi El-Mitwalli and Horriya streets used
to be a great boulevard known as the Camopic

‘Way which “was flanked by marble colonnades
extending from the Gate ﬂxeSun,whmws—_
itors entered the city to the east. Beyond this
crossroads is Midsn El with the Ed-
wardian balk of Misr Station and, in front of it,
the site known as Kom El-Dikka, surrounded by
a hoge iron fence. Here excavation and restora-
tion have been under way since 1960, led by &

Polish-Egyptian team. A huge amphitheatre has -

been uncovered, as well as aRoman settlement -
including limestone villas with mosaic fiooring
bathswithcisﬁemsandabustofAlexandetths

“Kom El- Dikkahastheonlyweﬂ-]reservadm-

mains of the ancient city,”
‘chifek, director of excavatiors.’ “Wdhavemah]-
remnantsoffmmdmonwo:kuus:dﬂhemem
c:ty.butthlsmclsthevenlyplmwkmmmn
see how urban construction was.”

The site covers quite-a large area, mmsnrmg
some 40,000 square metres, and housés a num-
ber of important Roman monuments. The elegant
Roman theatre with marble seating for seven to
eight hundred people includes brick and stope

galleries and a forecourt boasting two patches.of

mosai¢ flooring. “During Ptolemaic times the
rheanewnsapaﬂ:.ahﬂlyplmu:egmdenmtha
limestone summit carved i the form of a pine
cone. Roman villas and baths latei enéioached
Majcherek. “This theatre
has been twice restored, in the late sixties and .
again in the eighties. It is the only monument of
its kind in Egypt. Another was found in Pelusian
afcwymrsngo,butaﬂlhathadmvedoftbe
was its foundation.”
To its north lay the residential quarter of an-
cient Alexandria with public baths, cisterns,
houses, shops and streets. The baths are huge
and, as Majcherek explained. were most prob-
nblyoon.sn‘ucmdby:hekommempemfwhoof-
fered them to the city as a gift. “The bath area,

which is very wellpmsewed. is made ufmd
brick. The remains today are half the size

of the building. The other half, which was built of

“‘I'h:shndofmstem.whnch:sknownasacm—
tello since Greek times:*is used primiarity-to pro- ..
ducel‘.hedmued pmssu:e-m keeplhe-wm-ﬂw

.lng -
Onalomlevel.toﬂ:eeast.ammpkxofpn-

. and belonged to high-ranking officials or wealthy

peoplewhowm'eabletobuﬂdmchstmmes,“

mdMajohuekTheymhnge.madeofhme-
stone, and have central courts, surounded by col-
qmnsanddecmwdw:ﬂ:mosam_.Onc o

ndeuswnhawalthofmformanonabmn

building techmiqués and architectuser o the:
time,” said Majcherek-
thmmakothmmmmnmto
.be found.”

down and the blocks were broken inio pieces.
Th:schavenowbeeamnssmbledmdm-aact_ed

An eternal crossroads

“compambletodmtfoundat wassﬁﬂamago:u'adem

WHILE removing an' artificial

this. site, -

lamic strata,” said Majcherek.
Excavation of the hill has re-
vealed a substantial collection

of Islamic glazed potiery

Fustat. No other site in Egypt
has produced ‘such well-
pmervedpnumy said Maj-

KomEl-Dikkamalsond:m

asC’nma.Th:sisn.clenrm—

roads between East and West
even in mediacval times. even

though it was no loager an im-

portant city and was, moreover,
not even the main Egyptian poit. .
Funerary stelae with Arabic in-
scriptions bave been. found, as

mthe:rongma! New bases of artificial
swnewuemdeforsumeofthem."lhcﬂmd
mmofhsouﬁmomerwanpfﬂ:e_!mﬂ:

mheydayisgmiua[lyeommgi_nhgh.ﬁxmva-
tion and resforation work are runding i parallel.

- In ooe area, according to Tomasz Herbiich, sec-

retary-general of the Polish Centre, _the -sub-
_temneanvanlmghasbeenmstmd,mhmvﬂy
damagedvm]tleadmgmafummehas'bemre-
"constructed, and. another vaolt in the southern

part of the service area which was “almost éntire- -

ly dismantled in the Mameloke pericd, has also

been restored, thus permitting entry inta this part

S s of . g bave boch ool
metres of vauvlting - have coRIp]

that the western end of the

onherdrall «0f fh-baths has -been cleared, the. -

overhangiog stractare pnmmm
rebuilt. And this'%s only a part

Wojciech” Kolata, dmcl:orof!.be?ohshnns—
sion i Alexandria, ¢ that restoration of
Eom El-Dikka faces two. main problems. The
first is the accumnlation of rain water in. the low-
.erpamotmemmuty,andﬂ:emndmdn
* crystallisation of salt on the soxfaces of the wonu-
meats. “Trying to channel the watér away is use-
less,” said Kolataj. “The ‘system of the

- modetn city is built at a higher I€ve] thrai the-low- -
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supqnﬁmndumwﬂwnmm
throughout EYpt

0 - “.t
Supuhmmhﬂwdmmﬂk

"Tahrir, Ramnsis Street Cairo
vl 2o A, oS30, WMP:';S'“’L Tel

Caim-Marsa Matrouh
- Services at 7am departure and retum from Almaza
Services at 6.30em, 7am, S, Yam and 3.45pm, Tickets

LE32 .
Cairo-Port Said
mmwmmmmmmm

l(hm. mmﬁmmmm
I.ElSu:hw:y

Almmﬂl:ﬂﬂ.&lﬂ

Sm ﬁmRtmhhSqummAlexm

E

ol rmmo

W
Hurghada 2.30pm. Tickets cach way.

Cairo-Sherni El-Shelkh
Service | lpm, from Tahyir, then Almaza, Departs Sharm
E—Shﬁhllmmlﬁmwm

Trains

| .

Trains run to Alexandria, Port Said, Luxor and Aswan, -
from Ramsis Station. Tel. 147 or 575-3555.
Chiro-Loxor-Aswen

Bgygimm.ﬁm LE300 for foreigners; LE141 for

% " deduxia trajng without

sleepers
Sumlo[.umrndm 6.45pm, §.45pm and
9.45pm. Tickets to Luxos: first class LES1: second clans
l£31 'nnlusmAswn:ﬁmdlsLEﬁ:wuﬂdm

Calfro-Alcxandria

“TorbinT™ teains
Wmm&nﬂh&:ﬂnlﬂ:ﬁ&:ﬂ
* LE22 without 2 meal.
Wummmumm.ﬁnmﬂm
mmmmm LEI7.

Segvices bwlyﬁmﬁmmlm'lmﬁmehu
lmm ]

i Port Ssid

mmw&ﬁmmﬁmmmﬁ
second class LEM.

Egypwr

'Ih:u:mbemeentwomdﬁu dumuncﬂlghts daily.
EHWW : Opera 390-2444; or

Hilvon 772410,

m-l..L Al ad Tuin et L.

Tm‘:‘e{stfmaﬁrigrmmmshmmm
Wandip. .
Cairo-Lpxor -
'udmmrmﬁmﬁummm:fctMm

Criro-Hurghads - .
Tickets |E279 for Egyptians, LES99 for foreigners, both

mmummmmm
Toand-inp. . .
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ST 1/‘/( crran fer

///'//// re YN
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l%!R IB[[ - /.1 a Dinner
SA ' \}'ill‘?

Deal of the week!! Freveni

LE 115

LE 80

LE 70
NILE CRUISES

LE 150

LE 125

Rates per pervon per nipght
Breahlus included
Crumses Full Board

BOOK NOW!!
7'mights at the price of 5
4 mghts at the price of 3

Prices valid until.
15/711998

Fashion Show

17
PRINTTMPS

Far reservanons
Pyramsa Hutel Curo
60 Guza Sinect - Dokk:

Tel: 3360791/276/8 -
Fax: 3361936

signers and 8 models

Le Mendlen

BONJOUFILaFrama 1998atLe
Méridien Cairo on 22 May 1998.
For the fifth consecufive year, -
the Tashion show" of Bonjour La
France will be held at the Méridi-
en Hotel Cairo. This fastival will
be jointly coordinated between -
Le Meéridien Cairo and Air France
undermealsplcasofmaFranch

mewanrepuhadiashmnda-

tha up-to-daie and latest creations of the most famous
French fashion designers woridwide, such as La Perla,
Louis Ferraud, Jean Louis Sherrer and Jacques Fath. . - .
This fashion show will take place around the swirhming
poolaﬂeritslalastmmvahmmmwﬂlbepmeaded

o AR
. 8800999-3902444

3472027-3475193

f the monuments, 50 watct cannot’be
mtgthesewagesym;.o Tasnlwﬂ)epmt nwsby,
“lem of penetration by water, Kolatsj ™ - .
suggested reusing the Roman sew-"
mg:xystuntocmywmtoﬂlé "
main waer bl “end et ratn wate Ny R
into the cisterns without any. pamp- wg :
mgandwiﬂ:mbminzwsew- bl
erage system.” .
growing plans awomd. the oo . EspTAIR
" and shafts or artificial tanks
= "’%m or ’ TelephoneNmbersoannroOfﬁces
I 2450270-2450260
Deparhneandamval only {24 Hours da1y)
Aim:t
2441460—2452244
!!mmlsw -
| 2911830-4183720 -.; - T
: 2908453-2904528 . s
of different nationalities will exhibit 830888-2823271 ; o

2741871-2746499 =

5750600-5750868

2741953-2746336 | .
2039072/4-2039071 -

5749714 -

. Opera
3914501-3900999

. Yalaat Harb
© 3930381-3932836
5759806-5747322 -

Sheraton
3613278-3488630

-ria . R - -
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‘B-team third and Syria fourth.

'B, featuring Seif El-Nasr Mostafa, Mahmond
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goes
karate|

Twenty-eight countries took part .
in the First Al-Ahraim intemational -
Karate Championship,

culminating in the finals on the

Pyramids Plateau. Abeer Anwar
tightens her belt '

The Egyptian Karate Federation has celebrated its
siiver jubilee by hosting its first ever Internationzl
Championship. Coinciding with the national day of
Giza Governorate, the ids Plaiean was i
chosen as the scene of this great event. As psual, it -
was Al-Ahram Organisation, the great pioneerof 1.
international iti
whole thing possible.
Twenty-eight countries took past in the two main
events, Kata oTming certain actions) and
Kumite (fight), in both individual and team
categories. The finals of both events tock place ;1
the Son &t Lumidre venue by the Pyramids. Asthe
bost counny, Egypt was represenied by four teams.
A nurnber of karate experts and members of the -
Intemational Karate Federation (IKF) formed the
organising committee of the event, which was

at more perfect setting for the young
Egyptian kareteka to rece]] the amazing glories of
the Ancient pharaohs, as their spixits filled the
place with a gentle breeze. These modern sons of
Tut and daugiters of Hatshapeset did not
disappoint their ancestors, taking place in both
evenis in both the ndivideal and collective .
In the Kumite event, organised as an
open-weight competition, each maich lasts three
minoptes and the winner scores an ebon {a full
point). In the individual ition, Egypt's
Ahmed Sobhi and Hatem Yonssef took the gold
and silver medals. In the team event, Egypt's
A-team, made up of Hussein El-Desouki,
Mohamed Hamad and Ashraf Maghawri, collected
the gold medal. Kowait came second, Egypt's,  _ ..

L e

Similarly in the Kata competition, Egypt took the
first five individual places as follows: Reda
Yonssef first, Micheal Youssry second, Mahmoud
Mohamed third, Seif El-Nasr Mustafa fourth and
Karem Abnl-Seoud fifth. In the team event, Egypt

Mohamed and Reda Youssef, came first, while
Egypt A, made up of juniors Sherif Felary, Michsel
Youssry and Karem Abul-Seoud, came second.
Taking advantage of the presence in the conntry
of many top world experts, the Egyptisy Karate --
Federation held a two-day (raining session for
coaches and referees to introduce them to the 1atest
training systems and recent changes in the rales of
the game. *“We are training 150 coaches and
referees who will receive international certificates
approved by the IKF,” safd Zakaria Abdel-Aziz, -
technical manager of the national team. *“This bas
saved us & lot of money, as sending just one coach
1o train abroad is very expensive. We now have a
number of well-trained coaches and referees, and
th'mwiﬂt:e:eﬂecmdinthepmgxmofour

Khaled Gad El-Moula, manager of the First
Al-Abram International Karate Champiooship,
said, “Tt has been a very successful eveat, restoring
Egypt's reputation as a secore place for foreigners.
A_compeﬁﬁonsponsoredbyAI-Ahmm )
s!andingofﬂ:eﬂgypﬁmgamr.wmcl_nsﬂmso!'e
obstacle in most sports to greater achievement.

Rhythm and
art in Namibia

The Egyptian junior gymnastics
team won first piace in the African
championship in Namibia,
outclassing the seniors who came in
third. Eman Abdel-Moeti reporis

The new generation of players were selected
10 join the junior national team only [ast year.
Yet they were ready lo win their category in
the anistic and thythmic gymnastics section of
the African gymnasiics champronship.

The senior i£am. on the other hand, which
includes Farouq Abdel-Kerim, pold medalist
in the Meditermanean Games in Bari, only
managed a diseppointing third. In all, Egyptian
teams — men ind women. juniors and seniors
— returned home with 49 medals: 6 gold, 19
silver and 14 bronze.

But the juniors were the great revelation of
the tournament, finishing ahead of seven other
countrics, including arch-rivals South Africa
In 1he artistic event. Morad Zaki won the gold
medal on the horvwe vault and the silver medal
in the overall comest. Zaki, a promising young,
gymnasl. impressed the international
federation so much 1hat its secretary has
predicied he could one day reach the same
beights as Abdel-Kerim. Tarck El-Sayed won
we gold medals on the horse vault and
paralle] bars, also pocketing the silver medal
on the ring. Mohamed El-Menshawy ook the
bronze on the ring.

In the senior artistic event, Egypt noiched op
third place. Abdel-Kerim won the silver medal
on the horse vault and the bronze on the ring.
He had been expected 1¢ win the gold medal
on the horse vault, but perhaps participating in
three consecutive inlernational competitions
— in Paris, Belarus and Romania — had taken
its toli. Teammate Walid Said won their only
gold medal, on the borse, and the silver medal
on the bone vault Karim Ali won the bronze
on the horse.

In the women's artistic event, the juniors
ook second place while the sentors were
reduced to only two players, one of them
taking second place tn the overail category.
Junior Nervana Zaher won the sflver medal in
the floor event and the bronze on the beam and
the paralle] bars. Samar Yousrti won silver on
the beam and on the floor. Farah Fadel won
the bronze medal on the horse vault. From the
seniors, Dalal Naguib won the silver medal on
the horse vault, second place in the overall
event and the bronze medal on the parallel
bars. '

The women's junior and senior rhythmic

took Namibia by storm, taking first
place in their events. The junior team was
victorious in both the overall and the team
events. )

Rhythmic gymnastics referee, Egyptian
Heba Salama, also had something 10 celebrate,
taking home 2 judging certificate awarded by
the international federation. Salama, head of
the African Federation™s techmical commirtee
for rhythmic gymnastics and 2 member of the

Leaping Egyptian Federation's technical committee for
pharaohs: the rhythmic gymnastics. thus became the first
Egyptian team Egyptian and the first African referce to be
springs into certified by the international federation.
action in the Kata
event at the
Al-Ahram Footbhall
Jaternational (or what
Champi passes for it...)
(above);
' ZAMALEK, Egypt’s only remaining
H aw representative in this year's African
= competitions, were defeated 1-0 by Sudan's
hile one of the El-Hilal to crash om of the Confederation of
individual African Football (CAF) Cup last Sunday.
karateka Hilal 100k home a goalless draw from the
g sqyar:s first leg of the second round away match in
up to demolish Cairo two weeks ago, and have now managed
‘a"ge'd 5’“‘“”'@“’“’ to qualify for the quarter-finals thanks 1o a late
and T - goal. With only seven minules o go, the
Pe‘-ﬂmlSht {below) referee awarded the bome side a penalty for a
oppo! - hd:sh tackle from an Egyptian defender inside
box.
H a ! Defender Mohamed Abu Shama successfully
converted it, bearing Zamalek keeper Nader
Photos:  * El-Sayed.
Mohamed Anan

Edited by Inas Mazhar
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20 People

Rashida Abdel-Salam:

to real

She creates what we see at the cinema. As the
rushes stream by, a film forms in her mind. The
spool slows, stops, and a mark is made

you want my picture for"’“
barely pavsed to draw breath after

is expressing surprise. Why,
would anyone want to write' an ar-

ticle about her? “The directors are known: -

they’re the bosses. The scriptwriter: well, he’s a
writer. The actors are known, even the set de-
signer and the make-up artist are known. Their
Jjobs are easy to understand. But film editing?
No aone knows about editing. You would bave

But Rashida knows this is not quite true — or
at least, she’s the exception to the mle. Not a
- star, mal%ﬁe:l But she has worked with the

Shadi Abdel-Salam to Youssef

Chahme “my brother, my father, my teacher,
my darling...”

She sits in her tiny rocm at Studio Al-Ahram,
striking in a splendid burgundy coat, waving a
cigarette as she deplores the demise of cipema

Her voice is gravelly, and wouid be in
ﬁmidaﬁngifshedidnotrollhetkslikea?a—
risian. Her words tumble on, over the edge of
* ber breath, and every now and then she gasps in
a wond, and continues. In an evea smaller room,
Justoﬂ'lhxsone,smherlove.hermdeandjoy'
the Maviola, her editing machine.

'Ihecmemamdusnylsgomgl.hmughamsls
that has given rise to much soul-searching
among the intelligentsia, and, more importantly,
has left cinemas almost empty. Rashida Abdel-
Salam leans forward, her spectacles slipping
down ber nose 1o reveal eyes of surprising in-
tensity. “Where are the 7" she de-
mands. “They don't make nights any
more.” Fewer and fewer films-are made each
year. For the woman who believes that editng
is a process of creation in and of itself — the
womanwhomndesuchlandma.dmofligypu
cinema as Shay' MmAI!quzf(Somethmgto
Feart)_ and Al-Haram (?:rnme)
are few opporhmities fulfilment.
Everyone knows the closing line
from Something 10 Fear. It-gripped
audiences at the throat Thirty years
later, thehmrsuﬂnsesontheback
of your neck as the flames rise, lick-
ing at the comers of the screen.
Rashida’s editing terned Hussein Ka-
mal's powerfullyshot tale of the
wealthy and cormupt landowner who
insists on marrying a peasamt gid
against her will into a classic.
Today, such classics-in-the-making
are few and far between. The excep-
tions, however, are notable. The most

recent, for Rashida: Al-Masir (Des- Among nasmda's croaﬁons,’(omel Chahine's Ammwme Emlgrant) and Al-Masir (Destiny), Henri amesmmnmq
edmngstagemu]lt'smdymgomdnmn-
‘ema.”

a new fluidity as she -

tiny).

Madame Shoushou, as sbe is affectionaiely
called by anyone who knows ber, fell in love as
a child. She used to play hooky.to go to the cin-
ema. But she had no idea, back then, that her
involvement in movie-making would be 20 di-
rect and hands-on. She wanted to be an actress
a the Sme. For a gird “from Shubra — you
know, around”, married off at fificen, 2 mother
at sixteen, this must not have seemed an obvi-
ous choice. But the marriage fell apart after
bnrelythmeyeats an old life ended, and a new

Shewnsmothermdﬁthertoherdaugh
and she started work 2s an extra: bit roles that

) changed.
“I coukin’t be an ac-

she hoped would
eventually net a
bigger fish Her
plans soon

uessbmsekslcant
roll my P-
erdy,” ms
“So I found out
about editing.” Her
appmucesh:p
marked be-
ginning of a life-
long passion. Was it
ifficuit? She is ad-
amant that it was
not

It is a linle dis-

tanght in community schools; he had a wife and
child In every town. He left soon after she was
bom. In bringing up her own daw single-
handedly when her man:iage'ended. she

pegat
is,” she adds. Uliimately, Rashldajustlovesher
ob—passmnately
“It’z a question of a path you follow—ym.:r
destiny,” she explains. “T never stodied. I was
uo good at school, and there was no Cinema In-

stitute when I was growing up. I Jeamned my job -

throngh experience, in ice, from the gen-

eration at Studio Misr in Telaat Harb’s days:
Salah Abu Seif, Xamal El-Sheikh... It's ail ex-

perience.,I sat and practiced for five years as an
assistant. I worked on Youssef Chahine's mo-

. works on a part of the movie.
Bmmmismvolvedm the movie until the
moment it is released to the public.™ She does
the work herself: this is the first stage. Then she
and the director sit together to check the rushes.
“] give my opinion. If the director doesn’t

2280 Alram

agree.annght.,Bmﬂ:ednactorisuqulycon-
vipced. It's a matter of confidence.”

Director Radwan El-Kashef, whoworkedmth
Rashida for the first time on thie soon-to-be-
releasedAqul—Balah(Pa.lmW‘me),wllsﬂw
other side of the story. The relationship between

editor and director must be franght with teasion,

surely? It mnst be travmatising to deliver one’s
newborn, one’s pride and joy, into hands thar
will sifi throogh kilometres of film, and,. per-
haps, snip and discard that very scepe one shot

with one's heart in one's moath. It must be ter- .

rifyingtooonwmphtethosehandsthatwﬂlas-

ually put this sequence there, cutandgaslc
into a

the backbreaking hours are

final product that will keep audiences — hope- -

fully —, glued to, their seats. “She atracks the
ﬁlm,"hesays “She i5 a bold and courageous
woman." But whai is it like? “She immerses
herself entirely in the film. She takes her wock
home, thinks about it constantly, comes in eve-
ry moming with new suggestions, to make it

“better, tighter. She does;usucetoevelyseoond.

She is an

a grandiose person.” :
Backatthcsmdm Rasb.ldabmkso‘&'toe.x-

amine the pho "Areyougmngnusell
those pictures on Fouad Streei?” she demands.
“What aboat off your glasses?™ we sug-
gest. “J am not tnking off my glasses,” Rashida
exclaims 1 y. “The glasses stay on”
She glares at vs ominously, then tams her head
away and a shy smile creeps around the comer
of her mouth, and up toward her ear.

Only when she sits in front of the Maviola
does she seem campletely at ease. Come inside,

says Rashida Abdel-Salam, as she moves care-

fuﬂymmeadjomngmcm.ltlsmmofa
cubbyhole, lined with metal shelves on which
canisters of film sit quietly. Apart from these, it

She speaks importance

-twemeyeandhand.ﬂ:emelnyofmhue.yon
see the film, here, you cut it... She is so atiened
to this awkward contraption that nanoseconds

gestures acqoi
mﬂsﬂ:cspools&%oﬂotbemds,m
ﬂxeplcmwh:chappwsondlesmbeﬁom
tcmnds.speedsupdlempofcellulmd. It
casy to lmdetsu;hdherla:kofaﬁ'ect:mfor
Bs.besays. “Ymﬁtmoln,u! coatrols
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Pack of Carndy

-I-Feelmgnmdmousenousdmnmal ished on Samir by those who attended
— pot a mood I am ofien in, I have o ad-  ment give them a picce of her mind! the presentation and were more au cour-
mit — I followed my friends and col- ant on military matters:
leagues Mahmoud Bakr and Sherine . My dear friend Maj. Gen. Samir Fa- el Helmi, speaker of the Shura Coyncil,
Nasr on the trail of our Minister of En- mg.whohwdsmel)epamnemufMo- Farouk Abu Zeid, dean of the Faculty
vironmental Affairs Nadia Makram- ral Affaits of the Anmed Forces, has  of Mass Comynynication 21 Cajro Uni-
Ebeid, who paid a surpri visittoanum- just eamed himself @ PhD in Mass versity, Maged Halawani professor at
b:roffm:tones seemn {0 be care- Communication from Cairo University thcsamchculty,and
llunngouroncebmunfullyblue
nver. in Kafr El-Zayat, Ahmed Abdel-
Ghaffar, gwmofﬁhurb:y:,hada
g:utdmltoocmplmnabmnandscvml
culpils were given and a dead-
line 10 clean up their act. [ really cant be- 7 .
lore hat in s oy and 2ge, G 22 : e CALRD- BT
still supposed e head- : o
ing blgmdust{-mwhodonotlmowﬂm will give yon an idea of what yours ru-  the first time Samir has distinguished
thcyshou!dnotd:wos:oﬂhurwmby ly was op against I sad _myself mmcaﬂymdbynom

smplym“nngummrheﬂﬂc.WasI

glad to hear our minister of the eaviron-

by Madame Sosostris
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‘We don't play with puzzies ...’
... We solve them.

You can't read a book when it's close to you...

- = the right distance allows you fo read. -
You don't reach the complete solution following just one path
-..- & broad vision helps you to decide.

- At EGB we have that vision , for all your busmess puzzles

s

W'

_ Egyptmn Gulf Bank
. The shortest way

1 LOOK

-y

o

e eAR LA s 1 it e OBE. 7 AT, I,,.-...a.zaz.zrf‘:cuuuz.u.....--.—- .

an -'\-"ﬁ"""-l-.uﬂtl_“" ) I"-".

N



